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Introduction
The seven topics in this workbook are designed to complement the teaching of the USA, 1919–41,
and have been written with the needs of the teacher and student clearly in mind. The aims of the
workbook are to:
• support the learning process in the classroom
• act as a teaching aid
• serve as a revision tool after the topic has been taught in depth
• provide opportunities for assessment, homework and self-supportive learning

The topics follow a broadly chronological structure. The content of each topic is essentially a
summary of key points, and students should continue to use their class notes and textbooks.

Source questions similar in style to those appearing on GCSE examination papers are provided.
Written sources have sometimes been adapted to make them more accessible to students of all
abilities. There are also opportunities for extended essays to be written on separate paper at the
end of most topics.

These Teacher Notes are designed to aid the teacher, and the answers supplied for each question
may be more comprehensive and detailed than those expected of the students.
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Topic 1 American isolationism
Question 1

a This refers to President Wilson’s speech in January 1918, in which he set out his war aims with
the objective of establishing world peace.

b A federal state is one in which power is divided between the federal government and the indi-
vidual states; each state can make its own laws on certain issues, such as education, while
the federal government makes laws on issues of concern to all the states, such as foreign policy
or defence.

c A tariff is a tax or duty levied on imported goods by a particular state. It is intended to make
goods from abroad (imports) more expensive than goods produced in the home country. Tariffs
are a kind of ‘economic protection’ for domestic agriculture and industry.

d The Quota Act 1921, passed by the US Congress, limited immigration into the USA in each year
to 3% of the current population of that nationality in the USA, according to the 1910 census.

e Many early colonists of America arrived from Protestant west European countries, such 
as Britain, Germany and Scandinavia. They were nicknamed ‘WASPs’ (white Anglo-Saxon
Protestants).

Question 2 

Question 3
For a federal law to be passed, it has to be approved by both Houses of Congress and by the
president. In addition, it must be supported by the Supreme Court, which has the power to declare
any actions by the president, Congress or any state as unconstitutional or illegal. 

Question 4
a Possible factors include:

• Increased German submarine attacks sank American ships.
• The British and French markets were more important than the German market. Indeed, sales

to Britain and France had soared from $825 million in 1914 to $3.2 billion in 1916.
• The USA could not afford to see Germany winning the war against countries such as Britain,

which owed the USA large amounts of money.
b Possible reasons include:

• Many Americans were horrified at the losses in the war. They wanted US troops to withdraw
from Europe and to avoid involvement in any future European wars.

• Many Americans were suspicious of the USA joining the League of Nations.
• Many Americans wished to see a return to the focus on economic growth, which was the

prevalent feature of pre-war US politics.
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Date Event

April 1917 USA entered the First World War

November 1918 Republicans won control of Congress in elections

September 1919 President Wilson fell ill 

19 March 1920 Congress rejected the Versailles Treaty and the League of Nations 

November 1920 Harding elected as president

1922 The Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act passed

1924 The National Origins Immigration Act passed
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Question 5

Question 6 

Question 7
Students should identify a number of key points from the source about attitudes towards immi-
grants in the USA. For example, so-called ‘WASPs’ felt that America was becoming ‘swamped’
by immigrants with origins different from their own. Resentment was growing in the period after
the First World War against Catholics, Jews and those from southern Europe. 

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Development of isolationism How and why did this occur?

Refusal to join the League of
Nations

Wilson needed the support of Congress to ratify his decision to
join the League, but in 1919 he suffered a stroke, which left him
too weak to campaign effectively. The isolationists, led by the
Republicans, campaigned against the idea of the League. They
presented it as an organisation that upheld British and French
imperial power and was anti-German. In the debate in the
Senate on 19 March 1920, the Versailles Treaty was rejected. As
a result, the USA never joined the League of Nations.

Imposition of tariffs on
imported goods

In the 1920s, Harding’s Republican administration believed that
the introduction of tariffs would lead to more economic growth
in the USA. Therefore, it passed the Fordney-McCumber tariff in
1922, which placed duties on 28 goods c oming into the USA. 

Immigration controls Many Americans became concerned about the huge influx of
‘new’ immigrants into the USA. Some believed they imported
anti-American ideas, such as communism and socialism.
Therefore, controls were imposed in May 1921.

Democrats Republicans

Who supported them? Traditionally, white people in
the agricultural area of the ‘Old
South’. Increasingly, they
attracted new immigrant
groups in the north, such as the
Irish, Jews and Italians. The
trade unions also tended to
support them.

The middle classes and
businessmen, especially those
of white Anglo-Saxon Protestant
background. Many African-
Americans had supported the
Republicans, but tended to vote
for the Democrats following
Roosevelt’s New Deal.

From which
geographical areas did
they draw support?

The ‘Old South’ and new
immigrant groups in the
northern cities.

The northern states.

What were their main
economic aims?

Although the Democratic Party
supported capitalism (and private
enterprise), it was prepared to let
government intervene in everyday
life in the interests of society.

Republicans in the 1920s and
1930s were strong supporters of
capitalism and opposed the state
directing social and economic
policies.

What were their main
foreign policy aims?

Wilson wanted the USA to be
more internationalist.

Isolationist.
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Question 8 
a The context of the cartoon is important in answering this question. It shows the restrictions

placed on US immigration by the 1921 Quota Act. Students should use the details of the cartoon
— such as the narrowness of the funnel at the US end compared with the numbers who wish
to enter the country — to illustrate their answer. High marks should be awarded to answers
that use both the details of the cartoon and the student’s own knowledge of US immigration
policy in the 1920s. 

b The cartoon is very useful to a historian. The ‘3% gate’ at the American end of the funnel shows
clearly the intention of the 1921 Quota Act, which was to limit US immigration. The reality of
the demand to enter the USA and American perception that they were being ‘swamped’ by
immigrants is also illustrated by the large number of people trying to enter the USA from
Europe. 

However, the cartoon does not show the exact nature of the Act, which placed limits on
European immigrants according to their nationality. Fears over the type of people coming into
America, rather than the numbers coming in, were at the heart of the 1921 Act.

Question 9
Students must identify and explain the reasons for the emergence of the policy of isolationism in
the USA after 1918.

Possible reasons include: 
• the horrific nature of the First World war in Europe, which left many Americans unwilling to

involve themselves in any other conflicts
• the election of a Republican Congress that reflected the growing mood of isolationism among

Americans and the subsequent rejection of the Peace Treaties and the League of Nations
• Wilson’s illness and the election of the Republican Harding to the presidency in 1920, which

brought about a number of policies that increasingly reflected and shaped America’s postwar
relations with other powers (e.g. trade tariffs and immigration controls)

Topic 2 Prosperity
Question 1 

a Trusts were the major American companies or corporations that were favoured in the 1920s
by Republican governments. The trusts were allowed to maximise their profits by keeping
wages low in order to maintain high prices. 

b Consumer goods are products such as cars, radios and vacuum cleaners. These goods were
mass-produced in the 1920s and became cheaper and widely available. The manufacture and
purchase of these goods lay at the heart of the 1920s boom. 

c Synthetic materials are man-made from chemicals. Since the 1900s, more materials have
been developed for everyday life, such as plastics (e.g. polythene) and synthetic fibres 
(e.g. nylon).

d Hire-purchase is a method of payment that was used widely in the 1920s. Purchasers paid
some of the price of the product up front, and paid the rest of the price of the purchase in
instalments over a fixed period. This method of payment allowed millions of Americans to
buy the consumer goods of the 1920s, although it encouraged many to borrow too much and
to fall into debt.

e The ‘tin Lizzie’ was the nickname for the Model T Ford car, which was mass-produced in
the 1920s and sold millions. 

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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Question 2 
Factors include:
• The USA supplied arms and other products, such as food, to Britain and other European

countries that were at war.
• The USA took over the markets of European countries embroiled in war.
• It invested the profits in industry.

Question 3
President Coolidge meant that the USA’s role was not to intervene in far away disputes or to join
the League of Nations, but to develop its economy and avoid any policies that would have an
adverse impact on business and economic activity. The purpose of government policy was 
to enable business to grow and develop unhampered by any commitments or restrictions on its
activities.

Question 4
a

b Possible answers include: 
• The car industry boomed in the 1920s because of the mass-production techniques pioneered

by Henry Ford. Growing wages, hire-purchase and advertising encouraged millions of people
to buy cars, which became the ‘must-have’ item of the 1920s.

• The coal industry was struggling in the 1920s in the face of fierce competition from other 
forms of energy.

Question 5 
Table 1 shows a huge increase in the ownership of consumer products such as cars and tele-
phones. This implies rising standards of living for millions of Americans, because they could now
afford to purchase these products. The increased demand for these goods also created more
employment and wealth. 

Question 6
Features of laissez faire include:
• Government intervention in the lives of the people should be limited.
• Individuals should look after their own needs and those of their families, and not be reliant on

the state.
• Business should not be directed by the state.

Question 7
The car industry’s success created demand for other products and services:
• Cars created a huge demand for steel, rubber and glass. 

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Industry Very successful Successful Struggling

Car �

Coal �

Electricity �

Leather �

Rayon �
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• Roads had to be built, creating a road-building boom in the 1920s that doubled the road mileage
in the USA. 

• New service facilities were created, and filling stations, garages and roadside restaurants
sprang up across the nation. Motels (the word ‘motel’ was coined from a combination of
‘motor’ and ‘hotel’) catered for the specific needs of motorists.

• Increased petrol consumption led to a boom in the US oil industry. 

Question 8  
a Possible answers include: 

• Prices for farm produce fell because farmers over-produced. 
• Overseas markets were restricted because European farming recovered.
• Increased tariffs made matters worse for US exports. 
• There was stiff competition from Canadian farmers. 

b Students should explain the message of the cartoon using both the details in the cartoon and
their own contextual knowledge. For example, the message of the cartoon is that while the
cities boom, portrayed as US dollars coming out of the factory chimneys, the lone figure (repre-
senting US farmers) stands isolated with his farm for sale. The solitary farmer is unable to
continue to farm and therefore has to sell up. The cartoon highlights the contrast between the
wealth of urban industrial America and the poverty of the countryside.

c The cartoon is very useful to a historian of the USA in the 1920s. It accurately portrays the plight
of many US farmers who were desperately poor — by 1929 many had left farming and moved
to the cities in search of a better life. The cartoon also shows the contrast between the wealth
of the cities and the poverty of the countryside — it is useful in showing the divisions in US
society. Students could also point out some limitations of the source — for example, it does
not cover the plight of some of the older industries in the USA, and not all urban Americans
were rich.

Question 9 
a Students should provide a comparison of the two sources, explaining the differences between

them. Source B suggests that the majority of Americans enjoyed a lifestyle equivalent to that
of the rich elsewhere in the world. However, Source C points out that many Americans did not
benefit from the boom years of the 1920s. 

Source B implies that the majority benefited and lived well, whereas Source C suggests that
only a few groups, such as businessmen and owners of stocks and shares, became better off.
Source C also shows that many ordinary Americans, such as farmers, remained poor.

b One possible reason is the difference in authorship and perspective. Source B is from an
observer who recorded what he saw in 1920s America. Many Americans were better off in the
1920s, owning cars and other consumer goods. However, the perspective is not a broad one
and does not take into account the millions of Americans who lived in poverty during this
decade. Source C is from a historian and was written in 1987. It offers a broader view based
on wider research from a later perspective. 

Question 10
• Divisions in wealth between those who lived in the countryside and in the towns and cities. 
• Inequality between black and white people, both in rural and urban areas. 
• Inequality between older and newer immigrant groups. 
• Contrasting economic fortunes between the older and newer industries.

Question 11
Students should explain all three factors. To reach the top level, students must come to a balanced,
well-argued answer showing how the factors interact.

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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The First World War developed the US economy, enabling it to gain new markets abroad and
creating huge profits, which were then invested in industry. 

The policies of the Republican governments in the 1920s, although contributing to longer-term
problems, encouraged American business to expand and protected it from overseas competition,
which further strengthened its position. 

The new methods of production, which were developed before, during and after the war and
pioneered by Ford, led to the mass production of consumer goods such as cars. New production
methods made goods cheaper and demand for them increased. As a consequence, employment
expanded, creating more wealth and thus more demand — students could explain how this
produced an upward spiral.

Topic 3 The ‘Roaring Twenties’
Question 1

a Urbanisation is the process by which people move from rural areas to towns and cities. This
process occurred in the USA before the First World War, but took place much more rapidly
immediately after the end of the conflict.

b All films were silent originally, with dialogue appearing as captions on screen. In the late 1920s,
new technology enabled films to include sound — these films were nicknamed ‘talkies’.

c ‘Reds’ was a collective name given to those people (particularly new immigrants) who appeared
to have radical ideas about politics, the economy and society. People thought to be socialists
or Communists were called ‘reds’ because the Communist flag was red.

d ‘Speakeasies’ were illegal bars where people could purchase alcohol during the 1920s. They
were so-called because customers were asked to speak quietly (or ‘easily’) to avoid attracting
the attention of the authorities.

Question 2 
a The 1920s was a period of great change in American society. The phrase often used to describe

them is the ‘Roaring Twenties’ or the ‘era of wonderful nonsense’. Both phrases describe the
fast pace of life and pace of change for millions of Americans during this decade. 

b Possible answers include:
• changes in music, dance and fashion — a time of liberation and rejection of traditional values
• urban growth, as demonstrated by the skyscraper 
• celebrity and consumption

Question 3
Urbanisation was severely criticised by some Americans living in rural areas, who had established
beliefs in religion and the importance of the family. They saw urban developments as a challenge
to these traditional values. They also saw the ‘big city’ as the ‘bad city’, which was dangerous
and encouraged too much freedom.

Question 4 

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Pre-war 1920s

Voting rights The right of women to vote became
a key political issue before the First
World War, and had already been
granted in some states. 

Women’s right to vote was
extended to all the states in 1920. 
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Question 5
The film industry flourished in the 1920s, and by 1930 virtually every American town had a cinema.
As a result, ordinary Americans were exposed to a new set of values. They began to copy film
stars in their hairstyles, fashions and even their lifestyles. These values often conflicted with
prevailing cultural norms. The film industry generated great wealth and films were used to
advertise certain products and lifestyles.

Question 6 
a Flappers were mainly middle- and upper-class younger women, who broke with conventional

attitudes, for example by smoking in public and dressing unconventionally. Many of their activ-
ities were considered scandalous.

b Many Americans, both men and women, viewed the actions of the flappers with horror.
Flappers set out to shock with their short haircuts and dresses and their attitudes to sex and
marriage. Many people saw these actions as immoral and a threat to established values. 

Question 7 
a Students should compare the two sources, explaining the differences between them. According

to Source A, the First World War led to huge social change, with young women keen to escape
the traditions of their mothers. According to Source B, the extent of the social revolution has

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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Pre-war 1920s

Work Working women tended to be
employed in traditional ‘female’
areas, such as domestic service,
clerical or secretarial work. Upper-
and middle-class women were not
expected to work — their
traditional role was to look for a
suitable husband and then to
oversee the home and children.

The number of women working
increased by 25%. Typically, they
worked in the new developing
industries. Also, many middle-class
women were drawn into some of
the professional careers, especially
teaching.

Clothes, make-up,
smoking

Upper- and middle-class women
tended to lead traditional
conservative lives in terms of
clothing, fashion and behaviour.
They were not expected to smoke
or to wear make-up.

Some women started smoking
openly. Others wore more daring
clothes, stopped using corsets and
had shorter skirts that revealed
more flesh. As a further rejection
of the traditional female image,
hair was often cut into a short
bob.

Relationships with
men

Parents controlled all aspects of
relationships with men, and
women were chaperoned when
they went out with men in public.

A few women started to lead their
own social lives. They went out
unchaperoned with men and took
part in the new daring dances in
the popular dance-halls. Evidence
shows that there was much more
sexual freedom for women outside
marriage. 

Divorce Women in unhappy marriages had
no real choice but to remain
married. 

A new generation of women were
no longer prepared to remain in
failed relationships. The divorce rate
more than doubled in the 1920s.
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been over-emphasised, and most young women continued to prepare for their roles as mothers
and housewives, looking to their own mothers for guidance.

b Successful answers will evaluate the purpose of the authors and analyse the content to explain
possible reasons why these two interpretations are different. For example, the author of
Source A, writing in the 1950s, may have been focusing on social change in 1920s America;
the author of Source B, writing in the 1980s, seeks a broader view of the continuities as well
as the changes that were present in the 1920s. Neither source is biased, as the students’ own
knowledge will show, but Source B offers a broader view.

Question 8
a Possible answers include:

• Many black people lived in poor conditions and were paid badly in unskilled jobs.  
• In the 1920s, southern states passed new laws extending segregation to public places, such

as taxis, buses and sporting events. 
• Increasing numbers of black workers migrated from the southern to the northern states, but

they still tended to experience much poorer conditions than white people, for example in
housing, education and health services. Generally, black people were not respected or
welcomed by the new immigrants, such as the Poles and Italians. 

b Possible answers include:
• There were increasing opportunities for black employment and education in the northern

large cities, especially Chicago and New York. 
• The first political black organisations were created, including the National Association for

the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the Universal Negro Improvement Asso-
ciation (UNIA). 

• Black people began to establish their own identity and culture out of the influences of the
jazz age.

Question 9
The Ku Klux Klan was a frightening organisation, which believed in the supremacy of white over
black people and members of other ethnic and religious minorities, such as the newly-arrived
immigrants from southern and eastern Europe.

Its aims were:
• to defend white supremacy
• to oppose communism
• to uphold the traditional American way of life

Question 10
Possible reasons include:
• The patriotic mood. When America entered the war in 1917, many people agreed that it was

wrong to enjoy alcohol while the country’s young men were at war.
• Religious beliefs. For Christian believers, alcohol was seen as being against God’s intention.
• Social benefits, e.g. no drunken fathers to ruin family life.
• Practicalities. Leading businessmen and politicians argued that it would improve industrial

production — especially to help the war effort. 

Question 11
a Arrests for alcohol-related offences rose sharply after Prohibition. This may be because the law

on these offences was enforced more rigorously after 1920. The source also shows that Prohib-
ition was not successful in stemming either the demand or supply of alcohol.

b The source is useful in showing that Prohibition did not seem to reduce the consumption of
alcohol, but criminalised many Americans in the process. The source gives us little insight into
the other effects of Prohibition, such as the rise of gangsters and the corruption of officialdom.

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Question 12
In the cities, large and ruthless gangs emerged to expand their control of the alcohol trade. They
fought with each other to dominate the speakeasies and the supply of bootleg alcohol, which was
being smuggled into the USA from Canada. It has been estimated that during Prohibition,
gangsters made $2,000 million from the illegal production and sale of alcohol. With this money
at stake, violence, criminality and corruption grew among those charged with enforcing the law.

Question 13
This cartoon highlights some of the reasons for the failure of Prohibition, which makes it useful
to a historian. The cartoon identifies corruption as the key cause of Prohibition’s failure — from
the Prohibition agent, police officer and politician down to the clerk and petty official. Corruption
of officials charged with enforcing the law made it virtually impossible for Prohibition to succeed.
Perhaps the cartoon also implies the role that gangsters played in corrupting the officials. The
criminality spreading across America in the 1920s was a growing concern that led to the repeal
of Prohibition laws. 

The key cause of the failure of Prohibition might have been the failure to stifle the demand
for alcohol — perhaps Prohibition was an impossible law to enforce because too many Americans
ignored it.

Question 14
Students should describe and explain the changes that occurred in US society during the 1920s,
such as greater freedom for women and younger people, immigration controls, crime and crim-
inality. Students should then assess what stayed the same (e.g. racial discrimination, the gap
between rich and poor) before reaching a balanced conclusion.

Topic 4 The Wall Street Crash
Question 1

a ‘Bull’ and ‘bear’ markets are terms used to describe the mood within a stock market, e.g. in
Wall Street. A confident time in trading is known as a ‘bull market’, whereas when prices fall
it is known as ‘bear market’.

b Many investors borrowed money to buy shares, in the belief that the rising share prices would
allow them to sell their shares, pay back the borrowed money and still make a profit. These
people were known as speculators. 

c Interest rates refer to the cost of borrowing and saving money. If interest rates are set at 5%,
borrowers have to pay £5 per annum for each £100 they borrow. Savers receive 5% interest
on the money they save.

d The Dow Jones Index is the index of the most valuable companies listed on the Wall Street
Stock market.

e The ‘three Bs’ refers to bankers, brokers (dealers in shares) and businessmen — groups that
many people blamed for the Wall Street Crash.

Question 2
a Over-production refers to the period during the late 1920s when the market for consumer goods

in the USA was starting to contract. This decline in demand for consumer goods meant that
American companies were producing too many goods for too few people and their sales and
profits started to fall.

b Tariffs are taxes on imported goods. The US tariffs in the 1920s led to other countries placing
tariffs on US goods. Consequently, by the late 1920s, US companies found that they could not
export their surplus goods.

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41

10

1162 TN GCSEHistUSA1919-41 EH6  6/3/08  2:37 pm  Page 10



c The Republicans allowed the development of trusts, which dominated industry. This allowed
powerful individuals to work together to maximise their profits, keeping wages low and prices
high. Over time, this depressed demand because people could no longer afford to buy goods.
By 1929, 50% of America’s corporate wealth was controlled by 200 of its biggest corporations.
This concentration of wealth meant that in the event of these businesses failing, the country’s
economy would suffer. 

d The American banking system was unstable. Internally, the creation of economic wealth saw
the establishment of many local banks. In the mid-1920s, banks were opening at the rate of
five a day — but, worryingly, there was limited government regulation of these banks, and even
before the Depression two banks a day were closing. The First World War left many leading
countries deeply indebted to the USA — especially the Allies and Germany. However, in the
mid-1920s, the USA continued to give large loans to other countries on the basis that the world
economy would continue to prosper. If any lending by banks was defaulted upon, the reper-
cussions would be potentially catastrophic.

Question 3 
Possible signs included:
• Fewer houses were being built.
• Sales of cars declined.
• Industrial workers’ wages were no longer rising fast enough to buy all the consumer goods

produced.
• Unemployment had already reached 4.2 million by 1928. 

Question 4
a

Students should mark the high point in 1929 by using a different coloured pencil or pen.
b Share prices rose throughout the 1920s, but particularly in the period between 1927 and 1929.

This shows why many people bought shares, because it seemed a sure way to make money.
It also explains, in part, why share prices continued to rise as demand for them increased,
reaching fever pitch in 1929.

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Question 5
Possible reasons include:
• Many people had more disposable income in the 1920s, and invested their money in stocks

and shares to make a profit. 
• Because the value of shares rose in the 1920s, some people bought shares to ‘cash in’ on the

market. 
• Many people, seeing the rise in value of shares, borrowed money and bought shares ‘on the

margin’, thinking that they could repay the money borrowed at the same time.

Question 6
The American economy boomed in the 1920s and as a result, company profits rose and the value
of company shares rose. As share prices rose, investors bought shares hoping to make a profit,
further increasing the value of those shares. With credit easily available to ordinary Americans,
share prices continued to increase as demand for shares rose. Confidence in the continued
success of the US economy and confidence that company share prices would continue to rise
underpinned the value of shares in the 1920s.

Question 7
Source A is a useful insight for historians into the extent and nature of the stock market specu-
lation that gripped America by the late 1920s. Students’ own knowledge about how ordinary
Americans bought shares ‘on the margin’ will help them develop their answers about the source’s
usefulness. 

Successful answers will also point out the limitations of the source. For example, the author
implies that all Americans were buying and selling shares, whereas students’ own knowledge
will tell them that this was not the case.

Question 8
Shares were over-valued by 1929 because demand for them had reached fever pitch. Speculation
was evident as people scrambled to buy shares to make a ‘certain’ profit. As demand for shares
spiralled, the price of all shares peaked — but the real value of US companies was falling as their
profits declined along with demand for consumer goods. The value of shares on the Wall Street
stock market reflected a collective confidence that shares prices would continue to rise — this con-
fidence produced a flock-like mentality where people scrambled to buy, determined not to be 
left out.

Question 9
The following is an example answer — students may choose to examine other causes and reach
different conclusions. 

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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Cause Contribution to the crash Link to other factors?

Stock market
speculation

• Because of the economic
confidence, Americans continued to
buy shares, which pushed up their
prices in autumn 1929.

• Many Americans bought shares ‘on
the margin’, hoping to make a
profit, which lifted share prices
even higher. 

• By 1929, the ‘real’ value of shares
was lower than their prices because
company profits were falling. This
was bound to affect the share price. 

The unstable banking system. In
the mid-1920s, banks continued to
expand, yet there was little
government regulation.

1162 TN GCSEHistUSA1919-41 EH6  6/3/08  2:37 pm  Page 12



Topic 5 The impact of the Great Depression
Question 1

a The great drought in the Midwest and South of the USA in 1931–32 led to soil erosion on the over-
cropped farms. This created the ‘dust bowl’, in which soil was blown away and farming the land
became impossible.

b ‘Hoovervilles’ were shanty towns on the edges of large American cities, named after President
Hoover. Many people thought he was responsible for the existence of these shanty towns, because
of his policies or his perceived lack of action to solve the problems of the Depression.

c ‘Okies’ was the collective name given to the migrants from the state of Oklahoma, who headed for
California in the hope of finding work after losing their jobs or farms in the Depression.

d The ‘Bonus Army’ were thousands of ex-servicemen of the First World War who marched to Wash-
ington in June 1932 to ask for earlier payment of their war pension. The Bonus Army settled into a
shanty town of approximately 30,000 protesters near the White House. On 28 July 1932, US troops,
under the command of General Douglas MacArthur, broke up the protest forcibly. Two protesters
were killed and several hundred were injured. 

e The Hawley-Smoot Tariff Act introduced a series of tariffs designed to protect the US economy and
encourage consumers to buy American goods, which would be cheaper than imported goods. The
Act made matters worse, causing international trade to decline further. 

Question 2 

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Over-production Over-production began to affect
American farming before 1929.
Although many companies made
healthy profits, by the late 1920s
not all the consumer goods
produced were being purchased,
because demand was falling.

Company sales in particular were
made worse, because the major
trusts responded by raising prices
and cutting wages, which tended to
further depress demand. As profits
fell, company share prices were also
bound to depreciate at some point.

Tariffs The spread of high tariffs had
dramatic consequences. When the
USA introduced its tariffs, many coun-
tries responded by creating their own. 

This protectionism had a negative
effect on US exports and was linked to
over-production, as there was no outlet
for the surplus American products.

Conclusion
Speculation was not the fundamental cause of the crash and the Depression that followed. The
‘bust’ of October 1929 was the exaggerated reaction against the boom in shares, which for several
years had distracted the USA from its own fundamental economic weaknesses of over-production
and tariff policy.

Examples The consequences of the Depression in America

Economic impact • Increased unemployment
• Falling prices
• Decreased industrial output

Social impact • Homelessness (Hoovervilles)
• Increased suicide rate
• Migration (Okies)

Political impact • Declining support for Hoover
• Increased political divisions 
• Election of Roosevelt, with more interventionist policies
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Question 3
The data show that the Depression affected black Americans more than white Americans. In the
cities, the percentage of unemployed black people was far greater than for white people. Students
should use examples from the table to illustrate their answers. 

Question 4
a Many people thought Hoover made no effort to alleviate the worst effects of the Depression.

He did not react quickly enough, believing that the economy would correct itself and that ‘pros-
perity was just around the corner’.

b The label may be fair to an extent, because Hoover did not accept that anything was funda-
mentally wrong with the US economy, and blamed the problems on Europe. 

However, he introduced a number of measures to alleviate the effects of the Depression,
which suggest the label is not entirely fair. It should also be remembered that Hoover has often
been judged harshly when comparisons are made between the actions of Roosevelt in his first
100 days and Hoover’s apparent inaction. Many of Roosevelt’s measures were built on those
of Hoover before him, and despite Roosevelt, unemployment remained high throughout the
1930s.

Question 5 
a The photograph shows the nature of homelessness and the extent of the problem of

Hoovervilles during the Depression. People had to live in make-shift homes constructed from
anything they could lay their hands on, and the lack of toilet and washing facilities would have
made it difficult to deal with dirt and grime.

b Photographs such as this one damaged Hoover’s election campaign. It gave visual evidence
of the human cost of the Depression. The name given to these shanty towns — Hoovervilles
— placed the blame for the squalor and despair firmly on Hoover. 

Question 6 
a Source C states that Hoover acted ‘incessantly’ to solve the problems of the Depression, and

concludes that he was more active during the economic crisis than any previous president.
Source D suggests that Hoover was ineffective, and that respect for him and the US govern-
ment as a whole fell dramatically.

b Students should consider the purpose and authorship of the sources and might also compare
their content to explain why the two interpretations are different. Source C is from a history
textbook produced many years after the events it describes, and may have adopted a broader,
more balanced, view. Source D comes from the 1932 election campaign, during the Depres-
sion, so may reflect some contemporary popular views. Source C highlights the fact that Hoover
actively tried to resolve the problems of the Depression, although this may not have been
apparent in 1932 — the depth of the Depression.

Question 7
Hoover’s handling of the ‘Bonus Army’ gave the impression that he did not care about the suffering
of Americans. The refusal of Congress to pay the veterans their bonus, and the manner in which
the demonstration was broken up, damaged Hoover’s reputation and made him appear unsym-
pathetic and callous. Roosevelt benefited from this, because he appeared to sympathise with the
plight of the poor and unemployed, presenting himself as someone who would help those in need.

GCSE History
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Question 8

Question 9
This was an effective campaign speech by Roosevelt, linking the extent of problems faced by the
USA in the Great Depression with his aspirations for the future. Roosevelt was a powerful speaker,
who played on strong words like ‘cherish’ and ‘pledge’. In this speech, Roosevelt drew attention
cleverly to the economic crises faced by millions as a result of the Republican government. He
offered a new vision for America by presenting a ‘New Deal’. In contrast, Hoover’s election
campaign was perceived as dull and lacking in solutions to the problems of the Depression.

Question 10 
The poster was produced by the Democratic Party in 1932. Although it refers to the Republican
National Committee, it deliberately mocks the Republican Party, and looks similar to a political
cartoon.  

The poster suggests that the Republicans had no real solution to dealing with the economic
problems. It implies that the Republicans hid the extent of the Depression from ordinary
Americans, and that they were deluding Americans about the chances of economic prosperity.

The Democrats played cleverly on the economic problems and linked them by implication to
the Republican economic policy of laissez faire, which could not solve the crisis.

Question 11
Students should identify and explain the major reasons for the victory of Roosevelt in the election.
They should focus on:
• The problems created by the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression in contrast to the pros-

perity of the 1920s under the Republicans.
• Hoover’s weaknesses and the limitations of his leadership.
• Roosevelt’s strengths and appeal.

Students should then make a conclusion that weighs up the significance of each of the factors. 

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Roosevelt’s appeal Hoover’s problems

He was a powerful and emotive speaker.

He sold his new vision to America on a na tion-
wide tour. 

He offered America a ‘New Deal’.

Although vague with his exact plans and
policies, his approach offered ‘hope’ to
millions.

He was a ‘wet’ and supported the repeal of
Prohibition.

He was a poor public speaker. 

He failed to offer Americans answers to the
problems of the Depression. 

He blamed foreign bankers for the crisis and
repeated his opinion that things would soon
improve.

The election year coincided with the deepest
point of the Depression.

He became associated with his treatment of the
‘Bonus Army’.

He continued to support Prohibition, despite its
problems.
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Topic 6 The New Deal
Question 1 

a The first 100 days were the initial period of Roosevelt’s presidency, during which he enacted
much legislation designed to deal with the worst aspects of the Depression.

b ‘Fireside chats’ were Roosevelt’s weekly addresses to the nation through the relatively new
medium of radio. Roosevelt used the talks to explain his plans and to restore the trust between
the American people and their elected leaders.

c The ‘Brains Trust’ was the group of advisers who helped plan Roosevelt’s policies before and
after his inauguration as president. Many of these advisers were former university lecturers.

d The ‘alphabet agencies’ were recovery agencies established under Roosevelt’s New Deal, such
as the AAA (Agricultural Adjustment Administration). Their long titles were referred to by their
initials.

e The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) was established by Roosevelt to administer the
Tennessee Valley area and to bring about its development. Dams were built on the river to
generate electricity, to control the floods and to irrigate the land. This resulted in the devel-
opment of new industries such as paper-making and aluminium smelting, which created
thousands of jobs.

Question 2
‘Priming the pump’ refers to Roosevelt’s attempts to bring about economic growth (and recovery)
by increasing government spending. This was intended to increase demand in the wider economy,
and create employment that would generate more demand and more jobs. 

Question 3
Roosevelt’s aims were to:
• restore confidence in the banking system, thereby encouraging Americans to save
• help industry, business and farming to recover
• cut unemployment
• provide relief to those who were hit hardest by the Depression

Question 4
The measures were practical in nature, but were also designed to restore confidence in the
banking system itself. A day after his inaugural speech, Roosevelt passed the Emergency Banking
Relief Act and closed all banks from 6–9 March. Government officials were sent to check all banks
and place them under federal control. Banks that were badly run were not allowed to reopen;
those banks considered to be financially sound were allowed to restart under licence. After a few
days, 5,000 banks were permitted to reopen with the promise of financial support from the govern-
ment if necessary. This was endorsed by the Glass-Steagall Banking Act, which created the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). 

Question 5
Students should use the details of the source and their own contextual knowledge to answer the
question. The source could be considered biased because it is written by one of Roosevelt’s
advisors, and is therefore likely to portray a positive view of the importance of the bank rescue. 
However, students’ own knowledge will show that Roosevelt’s decisive actions in closing all banks
and only allowing those banks considered financially sound to reopen with backing from federal
money was significant in restoring confidence in the US banking system. This was crucial to the
restoration of confidence in the wider US economy. The source is accurate in this sense, because
although the Depression continued, the worst period had passed.

GCSE History
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Question 6
The source is very useful to a historian studying Roosevelt’s New Deal. It sets out to show that the
newly-created NRA (National Recovery Administration) is a true American organisation, by utilising
the US flag and the national symbol of the USA, the eagle, to make joining the NRA appear patriotic.
The people marching at the bottom of the source represent all Americans, and Roosevelt is shown
endorsing the work and aims of the NRA. Published at the start of the New Deal period, it seeks to
generate support for the NRA among employees and employers — some of whom may have been
opposed to its work. Above all, it shows the considerable effort that was put into persuading people
to support the work of the New Deal and its agencies.

Question 7

Question 8
a The main aims of the second New Deal were to: 

• marginalise the political opposition that had emerged to the first New Deal  
• introduce more radical reforms to bring about an improvement in people’s lives
• improve workers’ rights, provide better welfare, tackle unemployment and combat rural

poverty 
b The second New Deal (1935–36) began in the wake of the mid-term congressional elections in

November 1934, in which the Democrats won an even greater majority than in 1932. Many new
Democratic Party members wanted Roosevelt to go even further and to pass more fundamental
reforms of society to help the poor, the unemployed and working people. Roosevelt was tempted
to pass these radical reforms, partly to prevent Americans from being seduced into supporting
more extreme alternatives, such as communism and fascism. Opposition to his reforms had also
arisen in the Supreme Court, so Roosevelt had to introduce changes to the agencies created in
the first 100 days.

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Group assisted Agency/agencies Summary of assistance provided

Poor Federal Emergency
Relief Administration 
(FERA)

It gave $500 million to the states, which were spent on
soup kitchens, blankets, free nursery schools for children
and the creation of jobs.

Unemployed Public Works
Administration
(PWA)

This agency, led by Harold Ickes, spent $3.3 billion on
providing employment on large-scale building projects.
It arranged for the building of flats in slum areas,
schools, city halls, sewers, hospitals, roads, bridges, even
airports and naval vessels.

Farmers Agricultural
Adjustment
Administration
(AAA)

It gave money to buy new machinery and fertilisers, and
to provide help with mortgages in cases of severe
distress. The main means of support was the use of
quotas in each area to reduce agricultural production.
This drove up prices and gave farmers higher returns for
their produce.

Young people Civilian Conservation
Corps
(CCC)

Camps were set up and organised by the army, giving
young people work for 6 months in the countryside. In
all, 2 million young men took part in the 1930s (only
8,000 women). They were fed and paid 1 dollar a day.
They planted trees on lands stripped of timber, created
fences, and built canals and roads through forests.
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Question 9
a The rights of workers were addressed in the Wagner Act, which forced all employers to allow trades

unions to operate in their businesses and to let them negotiate for better pay and conditions.
Employers were prevented from victimising union members.

b The Social Security Act began a basic programme of welfare, by establishing a national system of
old-age pensions, unemployment benefit and sick pay for most employees. The Works Progress
Administration provided work for approximately 3 million unemployed people. Although the pay
was low and some of the projects of limited value, the WPA pumped over $11 billion into the
economy by building hospitals, schools etc. 

c The Resettlement Agency aimed to give poverty-stricken farmers a new start on good land. It
planned to resettle 500,000 families, but only resettled 5,000, and was replaced by the Farm Security
Administration in 1937. This granted long-term, low-interest loans to enable poor farmers to buy
family-sized holdings and set up clean, well-run camps for migrant workers and their families.

Question 10
The WPA employed writers, artists and photographers in various agencies, such as the Federal Theatre
Project, Federal Writers’ Project and the Federal Art Project. Its primary goal was to provide employ-
ment for artists, writers and directors. It also aimed to entertain poor families and create relevant art
for non-federal government buildings, such as post offices and libraries.

Question 11
The source is from a man recounting his experiences of the effects of mass unemployment in 1933
during the Depression, and shows the level of desperation he had reached. It conveys effectively how
relieved an unemployed businessman was to get any kind of work, even laying sewer pipes. 

The source therefore may reflect a popular view of the time, when Roosevelt’s approach and his
policies seemed to give many people hope. However, it should be remembered that this was a personal
perspective, and was a solution to only one man’s problem. The New Deal helped a lot of people, but
it did not solve the economic problems of the Depression instantly, and unemployment persisted until
the outbreak of the war.

Topic 7 Recovery?
Question 1

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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Opponents of
the New Deal

Was opposition due to
the New Deal doing
too much or too little?

Summary of opposition

Republicans Too much Republicans thought the money spent on relief
was often wasteful, that the approach of the
New Deal made Americans too dependent on the
state and that federal government interfered in
the traditional freedoms of business.

Big business
and the wealthy

Too much Businessmen felt that they were losing the
freedom to run their own businesses. In
particular, they disliked the development of
collective bargaining by more trade unions. The
very rich resented the New Deal because they
had to pay higher taxes to fund the
government’s reforms.
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Question 2
a The message of the cartoon is clear — the New Deal is tying the USA (represented by Uncle

Sam) down, making it unable to function properly. The ropes holding Uncle Sam are the
agencies of the New Deal. Rather than helping America recover from the Depression, the New
Deal is making the situation worse.

b An opponent of the New Deal produced the cartoon. It is explicitly critical of the New Deal legis-
lation, showing the agencies of the New Deal, such as the NRA and AAA, as hindering rather
than helping America. 

c The cartoon is useful because it documents opinions of some of those who opposed the New
Deal. Many Republicans, the rich and big businessmen tended to be highly critical of the New
Deal for interfering in business and for costing too much. However, the cartoon does not show
the opinion of those who thought the New Deal too timid and fails to show the opinions of
those who supported and benefited from it.

Question 3 
Many wealthy Americans hated Roosevelt and his New Deal because they saw it as too expensive
and they disliked paying for it through their taxes. Many of them disliked the New Deal’s perceived
interference in people’s lives, believed Roosevelt to be a reckless spender of their monies and
worried that he was becoming too powerful.

Question 4
a In 1935 and 1936, the Supreme Court declared 11 of the laws of the New Deal, such as the

NRA and the AAA, ‘unconstitutional’ because they interfered with the rights of the states. 
b After winning a landslide victory in the 1936 presidential election, Roosevelt asked Congress

to pass a new bill reforming the Supreme Court. This action provoked widespread alarm.
Many accused Roosevelt of seeking the powers of a dictator, and he was forced to back
down. However, shaken by the threats to its independence, the Supreme Court became
more co-operative after 1937, and approved the main measures of Roosevelt’s second 
New Deal.

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Huey Long Too little After being disappointed with the New Deal of
1933, Long advocated a more radical programme
of wealth redistribution, which appealed to many
Americans. He proposed to take away the wealth
of the rich with fortunes exceeding $3 million and
give sufficient money to every family to allow
them to buy a house, car and radio. Old people
would gain pensions, and there would be a
national minimum wage and a shorter working
week. 

Father Charles
Coughlin

Too little He broadcasted regularly on the radio, developing
a large following, and formed the National Union
for Social Justice in 1934. His ideas wer e violently
anti-communist and anti-trade union — an
American version of Italian fascism. 

Dr Francis
Townsend

Too little He proposed to pay each American over the age of
60 a pension of $200 a month, provided those
people retired.  
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Question 5
a • Unemployment fell after 1933 because of Roosevelt’s actions as president (his New Deal

legislation) and because the high point of the Depression had passed. 
• Unemployment rose after 1937 because Roosevelt cut back on federal spending. 
• Unemployment fell after 1939 because the outbreak of war in Europe created new jobs. 

b The graph shows that unemployment remained high throughout much of the 1930s, falling
from a high point in 1933 but rising again after 1937, until it fell again with the onset of the
Second World War. Roosevelt’s measures brought about a fall in unemployment, but did not
bring about its end. However, the New Deal was not just about cutting unemployment, but
also about restoring confidence and hope. Roosevelt’s measures had positive effects in these
areas. 

Question 6

GCSE History
USA, 1919–41
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Social group Benefits from the New Deal Limitations of the New Deal

Businessmen Some benefited from government
orders and the increased spending over
which Roosevelt presided.

Many resented the increase in
the rights of workers and the
enhanced power of trades
unions.

The
unemployed

Gained jobs through the various
agencies created, such as the PWA.

Unemployment remained high
throughout the 1930s.

The poor,
elderly and sick

Benefited from the relief provided and
the legislation of the second New Deal,
e.g. the Social Security Act.

Welfare support and pensions
remained small and not
everyone was covered.

Industrial
workers

Many benefited from the new jobs
created, the strengthening of workers’
rights through the NRA and the
measures of the second New Deal.

Despite the growing power of
the union movement, many
strikes were broken up violently
and companies often employed
their own thugs for this
purpose.

The young 500,000 men were employed by the CCC,
in 200 camps across the USA. The agency
helped them to gain employment
experience and taught thousands to
read and write. The National Youth
Administration provided money for
young people to go to university and
college, helping thousands of people to
gain qualifications. 

Membership was
predominately white and male,
the work was largely unskilled
and at the end of the scheme
no job was guaranteed. 
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Question 7
a Source C states that economic recovery was due to government spending, whereas SourceD

states that the New Deal did not solve the underlying economic problems in the USA. Source C
states that the agencies of the New Deal brought about recovery, whereas SourceD states that
the Second World War ended the Depression. 

b The main reason may lie in the authorship/purpose of the sources and their dates of publica-
tion. Source C, written by a key member of Roosevelt’s administration, seeks to credit
Roosevelt’s New Deal legislation with bringing about economic recovery. Source D, a history
book written much later and using the evidence of unemployment, credits the recovery not to
the New Deal but to the impact of the war. Source C is biased in favour of Roosevelt, whereas
Source D takes a more even-handed approach.

Student Workbook Teacher Notes
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Farmers The AAA increased farm incomes from
$4.5 billion in 1933 to $6.9 billion in
1935. The Farm Credit Administration
helped many farmers keep their farms
by providing loans. The TVA brought
major improvements to that area.

The AAA mainly helped richer
farmers who owned large
farms. Some poor tenant
farmers had to leave their farms
and migrate. The Resettlement
Act of 1935 failed on the whole,
and thousands of farmers and
labourers from regions such as
Oklahoma and Arkansas fled
the ‘dust bowl’. They travelled
to California, often receiving a
hostile reception upon their
arrival.

Women More women entered professional jobs
through the creation of a Women’s and
Professional Division of the WPA, and
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt did much to
aid the advancement of women.

Overall, women made little
progress towards equality —
they were still paid less than
men for the same work. 

Native
Americans

In 1934, the Indian Reorganisation Act
safeguarded Native American culture
for the first time. Tribes were
reorganised into self-governing bodies,
were able to pass their own laws and
set up their own police and
governments. 

Most remained poor and were
excluded from American
society.

Black
Americans

Many gained jobs through the CCC and
other agencies and some benefited
from house-building projects. In 1941,
Roosevelt passed an order that banned
racial discrimination in defence
industries, helping thousands of black
Americans to gain employment during
the Second World War. 

Black Americans continued to be
disadvantaged, making little
progress towards civil rights.
Roosevelt was dependent on the
support of white democrats in
the South, and the laws of the
New Deal allowed black workers
to be paid less than whites. Many
poor black farmers lost their land
in the 1930s.
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Question 8
The source draws attention to the goals of the New Deal and claims that it achieved most success
with the goal of ‘relief’. But students should use their own knowledge to assess the achievements
and limitations of each goal.

Question 9

GCSE History
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22

Aims of the New Deal The main aims of the New Deal wer e to restore confidence in the
banking system and so encourage Americans to save, to help
industry, business and farming to recover, to cut unemployment and
to provide relief to those who were hit hardest by the Depression.

Successes of the New Deal • Restoration of confidence in the banking system.

• Provision of relief to those most in need.

• Creation of jobs for many of the unemployed.

• Improved welfare provision.

• Enhancement of the rights of workers.

Failures/limitations of the
New Deal

• Unemployment remained high and rose after 1937.

• The benefits for women, native and black Americans were limited.

• Many were left out of the welfare provisions.

Conclusion Students should reach a balanced judgement, considering the 
many achievements of the New Deal against its limitations, such 
as the failure to solve unemployment and the limited progress 
made by some groups in American society. It was the outbreak of
war in Europe in 1939 that brought about full economic recovery 
in the USA.
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