
History Education 2017 Knowledge Organiser 
 

Key Terms of 2017 
1 College of 

Teaching 
Like education Twitter but with its own magazine and costing £45 a year to join. 

2 Grammar Schools The great reform of education for 2017 which nobody except the sharp elbowed 
middle classes actually wanted. Sent to a corner to die a slow death whilst Brexit 
provided a suitable diversion. 

3 Neuro- A word you can put in front of anything to make it sound like you read a research 
paper about it, and to stop people disagreeing with you. E.g. “neuro-science suggests 
that the best way to teach is to have kids sat in rows.” or “neuro-linguistic research 
says that kids don’t learn when they read things which aren’t Shakespeare.” 

4 Curriculum a) The carefully considered content you are planning on teaching kids across Key 
Stages. 

b) Whatever the exam board spec badged textbook says to teach. 
c) A buzz word to show you think knowledge is important. 

5 Knowledge Rich Widely seen as a Good Thing by proponents of E.D. Hirsch. Curiously little 
knowledge seems to exist of what makes something “knowledge rich.” 

6 Disciplinary 
Knowledge 

A rebranding of second-order concepts to make them sound less “skillsy.” 

7 Trad a) A person who self-identifies with “traditional” teaching approaches. This is to 
say teaching approaches which pre-date the National Curriculum, but not 
including the 1960s, 1920s, parts of the 1880s and 1890s, or large chunks of 
Antiquity. 

b) A person who is obsessed with teaching methods. 
8 Prog a) A person who self-identifies with the “progressive” school of education and 

believes that children should be at the heart of teaching. Someone for whom the 
phrase “Won’t someone please think of the children?” is less a meme and more a 
mantra. 

b) A person who is obsessed with teaching methods. 
9 Debate Denier Anyone who thinks that the obsession with teaching methods of the above groups 

actually ignores important questions about what we are teaching and why, and who 
might rather adopt a pragmatic middle-way approach. 

10 Progression Moving from one National Curriculum Level to the next. Moving from one GCSE 
grade to the next. 

11 Historical 
Interpretations 

That bit of Key Stage 3 you used to ignore, but you now wish you hadn’t. 

12 Assessment for 
Learning 

Doing those flipping 10 markers over and over until they get that they have to put an 
intro, two points and a judgment.  

13 Explicit Teaching Standing at the front and lecturing your students on a key topic whilst pointing to 
various symbols and words on your whiteboard. Then making students re-produce 
this talk in the form of an essay question over and over until they get full marks.  

14 Chalkboard Once the source of excessive inhalation of dust into the lungs and permanently 
ruined clothes. Now the ultimate symbol of your explanatory prowess as a teacher. 

15 Off Rolling A way to get rid of kids who will spoil your Progress 8 score. Only to be used by 
teachers of English or Maths. 

16 New GCSE How you refer to the history GCSE you have now been teaching for 2 years because 
you still don’t get on! 

17 Revision Guide A textbook alternative because it is half the price. As a bonus, it condenses the 
whole GCSE into a single volume so there is some chance they might learn it all 
before the end of Year 11. 

 



The Teaching Trends of 2017 
18 #...Ed #...Conf A place to ensure that your lesson approaches are fully #ResearchEd. Good examples 

include the #WLFSConf unless it left you thinking #WTFConf. Depending on your 
persuasion, some prefer their conferences to involve suitable #BrewEd; allowing for 
more #PssEd discussion. Whatever your views there is definitely a hashtag echo 
chamber for you out there. 

19 Knowledge 
Organisers 

A list of all the content you are covering in a unit, however relevant or inconsequential 
it might be, with accompanying, slightly dubious definitions. Knowledge Organisers 
can be made to look more effective if they are in black and white and in an old 
fashioned font, to show that they are serious educational tools. Widely regarded as a 
Good Thing for knowledge rich teaching. See also: “Spoon feeding gone wrong” 

20 Structure Strips A writing frame condensed onto a tiny strip of paper to glue in the margin of a book. A 
great idea until you realise that Year 8s destroy your glue sticks and manage to stick 
most of them to their foreheads. 

21 Whole Class 
Feedback 

Saving time by giving the whole class the key points from marking. Rejoice at the time 
saved, before the school policy changes to do this every week. 

22 Dual Coding Getting students to draw a picture next to their notes to embed the idea. How relevant 
this picture is doesn’t seem to matter. See “Bennett Behaviour Report.” 

23 Exam Guides A panicked attempt to teach children every possible permutation of an exam question 
in the hope that they understand it better than you, and that by some miracle, they 
might actually get beyond the first half of the paper. 

24 Direct 
Instruction 

a) What you used to call chalk and talk.  
b) A good excuse for not planning lessons. 

25 Low stakes 
testing 

Quizzes. 

 

Consolidation Tasks 
A Test yourself on the definitions by covering up column 3. Repeat every day until you get them all right. 

B To what extent is a knowledge organiser a Good Thing? 
C Which would you rather be? 

a) A Prog 
b) A Trad 
c) Defenestrated  

D How would you attempt to deal with explicit teaching whilst dual coding and completing a structure strip? 
(Do not attempt to answer whilst drinking eggnog) 

E How many ways can neuro-science prove that you are right? (Do not write on both sides of the paper at 
once) 

F How should you enjoy your Christmas holiday? (Answer with no further reference to education news, 
books, planning, or marking.) 
 
Happy holidays! 

 


