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Series overview 
The International Baccalaureate® Primary Years Programme (PYP) undoubtedly provides a fantastic 
education. It encourages students to think creatively and rigorously about very important issues, 
which can become a lifelong habit. It develops important personality traits, such as being caring and 
principled. It develops essential concepts, skills and knowledge across disciplines, and the ability to 
apply them to practical situations. However, it is not an off the peg, ready to teach approach. Teachers 
have to think thoroughly about all the important elements of the PYP. They have to gather many 
resources. They have to consider their overall programme of inquiry and the needs of their students. 
Teachers have to be ‘inquirers and thinkers’ themselves.

This series sets out to support this process. It provides a manual, which is not designed to be a blueprint 
but a guide to help teachers develop their own units. In this series you will not find ‘the right central 
idea’ for a unit, or ‘the ideal’ lines of inquiry. These are not fixed items that can be imported wholesale 
into every school, just as the PYP is not a fixed body of information to be poured into empty vessels. 
However, you will find many suggestions to get you started on a new unit and to help you reflect on 
and develop existing units.

In addition there is a collection of books in each inquiry box. This is not meant to be a complete 
resourcing for the unit, but should complement existing books in schools and be added to according to 
students’ needs and how the unit is developed. The books in each box have been pitched at the general 
age band for the box but also include titles that would be suitable for ages above and below. The 
aim is that the boxes can be used easily across the age bands without restraint of level or age and will 
accommodate a variety of reading abilities within a class and beyond. Thus I hope that schools will find 
it easier to prepare for the exciting and continual challenge of developing better units so that students 
become well-educated global citizens with all the attributes of the learner profile.

Simon Davidson

9781444139600-PYP_Springboard-Maps_and_Exploration_ccc.indd   4 16/06/2011   13:45



5

What is our purpose?
Maps and Exploration provide a wonderful context for transdisciplinary learning as they embrace ideas 
that are at the heart of geography and history, whilst providing a meaningful context for higher order 
thinking and for developing and applying language and research skills.

Exploration provides many examples of inquiry as part of the human condition. It can grab students’ 
imaginations and inspire them with models of people who have looked for the unknown. The students 
can be encouraged to consider things and places that are being explored; for example, at the bottom 
of the ocean, or science that is still being discovered. They can appreciate how, with an inquiring 
mind, uncertainty can lead to adventure and discovery. The students look at some of the motives of 
exploration as an example of inquiry, from curiosity and the urge to discover to wealth and national 
pride, and examine the positive and negative consequences of changes.

Links to the transdisciplinary themes

Where we are in place and time

‘An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the 
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.’ 

© International Baccalaureate Organization®

This unit best fits naturally into the theme Where we are in place and time, in particular the strand 
‘the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind’ and ‘the relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives’.

It looks at: 

• some of the main explorers throughout history
• their journeys and the places that they visited
• their impact, on their own society and on the places they ‘discovered’
• the use of maps and timelines to represent information.

Aspects of the unit could also be included in studying the transdisciplinary theme Sharing the planet. 
It would then focus on the conflict over places that have been discovered, reconciling multiple 
perspectives and demands for limited resources.

It can be adapted easily for older students by selecting books with higher reading ages about 
explorers and increasing expectations for language and for complexity of thinking; for example, in the 
connections between various explorations and their impacts on other cultures over time. Many aspects 
of this unit are appealing to younger students. They will require simpler stories about explorers, but can 
address most of the main concepts about exploration at an appropriate level.
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Main ideas of the unit 
In this unit, the students develop their use of some core tools of the humanities, such as maps, and 
develop their knowledge and understanding of the globe, the differences and connections between 
places, and of change over time. They can begin to appreciate some differences between periods 
of history, and how people have thought differently in the past, and also view some of the main 
continuities that connect us with people across place and time. 

The students gain an enduring understanding about causation and change, as they explore why the 
explorers explored, and the changes that followed their exploration – to their own lives and the lives of 
others. They gain key historical ways of thinking whilst learning to consider evidence (reflection) about 
why these changes take place (causation).

It is important to select examples of exploration that represent 
the range of heritages of all students and include multiple 
cultural perspectives. It is recommended to explicitly address 
the dominance of male explorers, including finding examples of 
female explorers such as recent astronauts. The change towards 
there being more explorers of both genders in itself demonstrates 
social progression.

There is a large emphasis on research skills throughout the unit, 
which can be easily extended in the final grade of the PYP to 
prepare students for research aspects of the PYP exhibition if 
required.

Main ideas from which central ideas could form are:

• Maps are used to represent and interpret information.
• Exploration impacts on all those involved.
• It is human nature to explore and discover.

Under the transdisciplinary theme Sharing the planet, main ideas from which central ideas could form 
are: 

• There are conflicting demands on the places that are discovered and their resources. 
• There is access to opportunities in these places.
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