
Table 3.4B: Reading comprehension average time per question for the mid-level
passage from Form B, classified by age  

Chronological Very weak Well below Below SS90 Average Well above Excellent
age average if longer average

(SS <69) (SS 70–84) than this (SS 85–115) (SS 116–130) (SS >130)

Average time per question

<8:0 >25.8 25.8–10.1 8.2 10.0–3.8 3.7–1.2 <1.2
8:0–8:11 >17.8 17.8–12.6 10.5 12.5–4.5 4.4–2.4 <2.4
9:0–9:11 >28.4 28.4–13.9 11.5 13.8–5.2 5.1–3.3 <3.3

10:0–10:11 >19.9 19.9–12.2 10.5 12.1–5.2 5.1–2.6 <2.6
11:0–11:11 >26.3 26.3–14.5 10.6 14.4–5.1 5.0–3.1 <3.1
12:0–12:11 >24.3 24.3–14.1 11.3 14.0–4.8 4.7–0.7 <0.7
13:0–13:11 >26.9 26.9–16.6 13.0 16.5–5.3 5.2–3.0 <3.0
14:0–14:11 >26.2 26.2–15.4 10.1 15.3–4.2 4.1–2.5 <2.5
15:0–15:11 >13.8 13.8–8.7 7.1 8.6–3.5 3.4–1.5 <1.5
16:0–16:11 – >9.7 7.4 9.6–3.6 3.5–2.9 <2.9

What the test scores mean
Accuracy: standardised scores

For most practical purposes, and especially for making comparisons over
time, standardised scores are the best scores upon which to rely, as they
are the type of score least likely to be misinterpreted. Standardised scores
for the DRA cover the range 65–130, for pupils aged from 6:6 to 16:5
years.

The standardised score provides important information on the extent to
which pupils within each age group are performing compared with their
age peers (see Table 3.5). It also provides a basis on which decisions can be
made concerning the need for a particular pupil to receive extra help. The
DRA standardisation sample was mainly drawn from weak readers, as
described in Chapter 6, to provide stronger information about the bottom
quartile (25%) of the normal school population. However, because
equating processes have been used, the data can be reported using the
usual mean of 100 and standard deviation of 15.

Table 3.5: Relationship between DRA standardised scores and qualitative
interpretations

Standardised Qualitative Standard Percentile Percentage
score interpretation of deviation score of normal 

standardised scores from mean population

>130 Excellent >+2 >98 2.27
116–130 Well above average +1 to +2 84–98 13.59
110–115 higher average
85–115 Average/age-appropriate –1 to +1 16–83 68.26
85–90 lower average
70–84 Well below average –1 to –2 2–15 13.59
<69 Very weak <–2 <2 2.27
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