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Activity 

Creating your own land-use map 
Michelle Minton 

Read the ‘Changing UK high street’ article in WIDEWORLD Vol. 31, No. 1. This activity aims to 
provide you with the skills to carry out your own land-use map of a shopping area in a local 
town or city. You will then analyse your findings and compare them to the examples of 
Sheffield and Leeds from the article. 

 

Task 1 
Choose a local shopping area you would like to investigate (your teacher may have some 
suggestions). 

You must now find a blank land-use map. If your school has GIS software, you can use this and 
complete the activity on a computer. Otherwise, you can use Bing Maps by following the example 
below. 

1 Go to www.bing.com/maps and search for the shopping area you have chosen 

2 Select ‘Ordnance Survey’ from the ‘map type’ drop-down menu and zoom in until your chosen 
area fills the screen. If you have chosen a large town or city, focus on a small area or street 
rather than the whole city. 

3 Copy and paste your map onto a Word document and then print it so you can take it with you 
to your chosen fieldwork location. 
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Task 2 
Land-use mapping can be used to analyse how an area is being used. This could then be compared 
to earlier land-use maps to investigate how the area has changed over time. 

First create a code for the different functions within your chosen area. Your choices will depend on the 
focus of your investigation. For example, if you are focusing your research on retail, you should create 
codes for different types of shops (e.g. convenience shops, tourist shops, independent stores, chain 
stores, closed down shops). However, if your investigation focuses on social spaces, you may include 
more codes along these lines (e.g. public houses, cafes, bars, parks, restaurants, leisure facilities, 
museums). 

Once you have created your codes, walk around your chosen area with your map and record the 
function of each buildings and open space on your map (see below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Key 
CS = Convenience shop 
TS = Tourist shop 
B = Bank 
R = Restaurant/café/takeaway 
IS = Independent store 
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Task 3 
Once you have coded your land-use map, you can use colours to group particular land uses or to 
highlight places to discuss your findings. 
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Task 4 
Use your completed land-use map together with further secondary research to answer the following 
questions: 

1 Describe the land use of your chosen area. 

2 Describe and explain how the land use of your chosen area has changed over time. 

3 Predict how the land use of your chosen area may change in the future and justify your 
answer. 

 
 

Teacher notes 
This worksheet is designed to introduce the skill of creating a land-use map. Although this can be 
achieved using Bing Maps as shown above, there is other affordable GIS software available to 
schools. For example: www.digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk or www.schools.esriuk.com 

This resource is part of WIDEWORLD, a magazine written for GCSE students by subject experts. To 
subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/wideworld 

 


