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Revision practice 
Joan Garrod 

In the resources related to this issue of the magazine, you will find some practice examples of short-
answer questions, drawn from a variety of topic areas. It is always useful to keep practising this kind of 
question, so that when faced with such questions in the exam, you will feel comfortable and know the 
best ways to tackle them. 

A second task provides you with a news story, along with some questions and suggestions regarding 
how you might use the content in an exam. Of course, it is important to ensure that the material you 
submit is relevant to the question asked, or you are just wasting your time, but many news stories or 
reports lend themselves both to different topic areas and to issues within a particular topic. Again, this 
is a useful skill to develop, and shows evidence that not all your sociological learning comes from 
textbooks. 

The PowerPoint presentation looks at the growing achievement gap between pupils at fee-paying 
schools and those at state schools. There is also a link to a YouTube clip, which further explains what 
is happening to the relative levels of spending. 

Short answer questions 
Here is a selection of for you to try. Although they are based on AQA-style questions, they would be a 
useful exercise for all students. Look at the mark allocation — questions asking you to outline and 
explain or analyse something carry higher marks than those simply asking you to ‘outline’ something. 
Be sure that your answers reflect this and show evidence of these additional skills. It is always a good 
idea to separate out the different parts of your answer, to show clearly the two or three responses you 
have made. Keep a tight focus on the question, and resist any temptation to include material that is 
not directly relevant. If you compare your answers with friends, you will probably get further ideas 
regarding things that you might have offered instead. The next issue will contain questions on further 
topics. 

Families and households 
1 Outline and explain two reasons for the fall in the UK birth rate in recent years. (10 marks) 

2 Outline and explain two factors influencing the age at which people marry. (10 marks) 

Health 
1 Outline and explain two reasons for the recent fall in average life expectancy in the UK. 

(10 marks) 

2 Outline and explain two factors influencing access to healthcare. (10 marks) 

Beliefs in society 
1 Outline and explain two reasons for the recent growth in evangelical churches. (10 marks) 
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2 Outline and explain two ways in which the way that many people practise their faith has 
changed in recent decades. (10 marks) 

Stratification and differentiation 
1 Outline and explain two reasons why people from minority ethnic backgrounds might find it 

harder than some other groups to achieve upward social mobility. (10 marks) 

2 Outline and explain two problems with measuring social class based on occupation. 

(10 marks) 

Education 
1 Outline two ways in which the Covid-19 pandemic contributed to the achievement gap in 

education. (4 marks) 

2 Outline 3 ways in which it can be said that education prepares pupils for the world of work. 
(6 marks) 

3 Outline two criticisms that could be made of the process of selecting pupils at age 11 to 
receive different types of education. (4 marks) 

4 Outline three ways in which pupil subcultures can affect educational outcomes. (6 marks) 

Using news stories 
The ability to draw on contemporary issues to illustrate points you are making in exam answers is a 
useful one, though one which requires practice. The main thing to keep in mind when doing this is 
relevance. You need to decide exactly what it is in the item you are going to use that helps to develop 
or support your argument. Below is a link to a news story about a report into young women and girls in 
the criminal justice system, together with a link to the full report. The article provides some material 
which could be used in answers to questions from a number of different topics, while the report has a 
wealth of material that would be useful in answers to questions from the Crime and Deviance topic. 
Read the newspaper article, and look at some of the ways in which the material might be used — 
remembering always that it would have to be relevant to the specific question asked. Put the link to the 
report into your revision folder to read when you are revising Crime and Deviance. 

The article: https://tinyurl.com/2p8px8rd 

The report: https://tinyurl.com/mrxtkjjm 

‘Justice system in England and Wales “risks causing fresh trauma to girls”’ (Guardian, 4 March 2022) 

How might I use this material? 

‘Up to 90% of girls in contact with the youth justice system have experienced abuse from a family 
member or trusted person, and 16–24% of women aged 16–24 serving community sentences have 
experienced rape or domestic abuse.’ 

These figures show that families can be highly dysfunctional for some members, and also 
demonstrate some of the adverse consequences that can occur from such abuse, apart from the 
obvious physical and mental ones. 

‘Their specific needs are ignored in favour of punishment and exclusion.’ 
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This leads to the debate about the further harm that can be done to those within the criminal justice 
system, and the extent to which social policies are geared towards punishment rather than addressing 
the issues causing people to offend. 

‘Young girls in the criminal justice system display higher levels of mental health issues and self-harm 
than men and older women.’ 

This shows the effects that experiencing the trauma of various forms of domestic abuse can have on 
young women’s health. 

‘74% of girls in youth custody have previously been permanently excluded from school.’ 

This indicates that the traumatic experiences suffered by many girls in the criminal justice system have 
adversely affected their education. It also highlights the vulnerability of those permanently excluded 
from school, leaving them vulnerable to exploitation by drugs gangs and other criminals, such as those 
involved in crimes such as shoplifting. Many of those excluded from schools simply ‘disappear’ from 
the education statistics.  

‘Black, Asian and other minority women and those with experience of the care system are significantly 
overrepresented within the criminal justice system.’ 

This is further evidence of ‘intersectionality’, whereby different aspects of a person’s life can combine 
to create multiple disadvantages.  

Overall, the article and the report on which it is based provide evidence of disadvantages based on 
gender — being female can lead to a range of additional disadvantages 
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