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Education worksheet and religion 
concepts 
Joan Garrod 

The first part of this online edition consists of a worksheet based on the Steve Strand article on 
educational achievement at 16. The worksheet is designed to take you through the article to pick out 
some of the main points that you would find helpful in answering an exam question based on this 
topic. When you have finished, you will have a useful summary that will help with your revision. You 
should also answer the exam-style question provided. 

Another task that provides useful revision is the table of paired concepts based on the topic of Beliefs 
in Society/Religion. 

There is also a PowerPoint presentation on the topic of immigration, looking at both the available 
statistics and at people’s attitudes towards immigration. 

Education and achievement at 16 
If you have not already done so, read the article right through, then use the material to answer the 
following questions. Some answers will be found in the text, others will require you make judgements 
and decisions of your own. It might be helpful to compare and discuss your findings with a classmate 
or in a small group. 

1 What is the word used to describe how different factors (in this case race, sex and class) work 
in combination to impact on a person’s life? 

2 What does CRED stand for? 

3 Why did the author choose to focus on educational achievement at 16? 

4 What important database did the author use as part of his study? 

5 In 2015, what percentage of pupils in England were from ethnic minority groups? (See Box 1) 

6 What three factors were used to measure socioeconomic status (SES)? (See Box 1) 

7 How much greater was the achievement gap based on social class than the gap based on (i) 
gender and (ii) ethnicity? 

8 What is meant by ‘standard deviations’? 

9 How were the 54 unique combinations of ethnicity, class and gender achieved? 

10 Which two groups had the lowest achievement at 16? 

11 Did this apply to both boys and girls? 
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12 In how many of the 46 comparisons did students from ethnic minority groups have a 
substantially higher mean score than those from White British groups? 

13 What is meant by the ‘immigrant paradigm’? 

14 What is meant by ‘voluntary’ and ‘involuntary’ minorities? 

15 What, according to Ogbu, is the important difference between these groups in terms of 
attitudes towards education? 

16 What did Portes and Zhou mean by ‘selective assimilation theory’? 

17 How does this help to explain differences between ethnic minority groups? 

18 The author looks at three examples of where ethnic underachievement exists, and suggests 
four possible factors that might be at play (see the section headed ‘Ethnic underachievement’ 
on page 55). Think about each of these, and suggest how each might work in practice to 
explain the differences in achievement identified. 
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Religion: paired concepts 
In the table below is a set of concepts associated with the sociology of religion. Write a brief definition 
of each pair (reading across), showing the difference between them. As you study this topic, you can 
add concepts to the list. 

 

Sacred Profane 

Religion Religiosity 

Church Denomination 

Sect Cult 

Fundamentalism Ecumenicalism 

Disenchantment Disengagement 

Theodicy Theocracy 

New Age beliefs New Christian Right 

Monotheism Polytheism 

Animism Totemism 

Secular Secularisation 

Religious beliefs Religious rituals 

Religious pluralism Televangelism 
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