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Subcultures summary and essay 
guidance 
Joan Garrod 

This resource starts with a series of questions and tasks based on the youth subcultures article by 
Paul Taylor. This is followed by an exercise on linking phrases to help to give your longer answers a 
good structure. The PowerPoint presentation is on looked-after children. 

Whatever happened to youth subcultures? 
When you have completed all the questions and tasks, you will have a useful summary of the article to 
help you when revising the topic of youth subcultures. 

• Briefly explain what is meant by ‘subcultures’. 

• Identify two reasons why youth subcultures have been considered important in the study of 
crime and deviance. 

• Why did the CCCS consider that working-class youth in particular would be able to engage in 
resistance to capitalism? 

• How did the CCCS think that ‘spectacular’ youth subcultures were symbolically rejecting 
mainstream values? 

• Briefly explain what is meant by ‘semiotics’. 

• Briefly explain two criticisms made of the early work of the CCCS. 

• List as many reasons as you can why youth culture was beginning to change from the 1990s. 

• Explain what is meant by ‘neo-tribes’. 

• Briefly explain why it could be argued that class-based identities had started to decline. 

• Give two examples of how social media have enabled the spread of particular youth 
subcultures. 

• Briefly summarise Hollingworth’s 2015 study and show how this challenges the idea that 
class, gender and ethnicity are no longer important in the formation of youth subcultures. Can 
you think of any other studies that also suggest this? 

• Briefly explain how the ‘purists’ in hip-hop and grime culture can be argued to lend support to 
the idea of ‘resistance’ to mainstream values. 

• Briefly outline as many groups as you can think of in which young people (though not 
exclusively young people) have begun actively to challenge some existing ideas and practices 
in society. 
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• What evidence can you offer to support the view of Hollands and Chatterton that most young 
people engage with ‘a largely uniform and commercialised youth culture’? 

• On balance, would you agree with the view that youth subcultures do not play a major role in 
society. Why or why not? 

Structuring an essay 
When answering a high-mark question with an extended essay, particularly under the pressures of an 
exam, it is often difficult to work out how to structure your answer — in other words, how to organise 
your material so that your arguments and evidence come across clearly, and the points that you are 
making are clearly identifiable to the examiner. 

You will have been told, correctly, that there is no single ‘right’ way of answering a question — you 
could structure both the content and the sequence of your paragraphs in quite different ways, and still 
achieve top marks. However, practising using useful introductory phrases at the start of each 
paragraph or series of paragraphs will help to bring out the points that you are making and provide a 
logic to the material you are offering. 

Below are a few such phrases. Try using some of them, as appropriate, in future essays, and also look 
back over past essays you have written to see whether any of them could have been used to good 
effect. Don’t try to use them all in a single answer, and certainly don’t use the same one repeatedly, 
which will give your answer a formulaic effect. Some of them could only be used with a particular kind 
of question, while others are of more general use. You will hopefully find that some of them, however, 
may be useful. 

• The view expressed in the question represents a Marxist [or functionalist, feminist, 
postmodern as appropriate] position. 

This is often useful for a question with an Item, or a question that specifically asks you to ‘evaluate the 
view that…’ It is often helpful to follow this with a few sentences starting ‘Marxists [or whoever] believe 
that…’ and then go on to write a few sentences about this position. However, it is most important that 
you tailor these comments to the topic under discussion, rather than making general points. So, you 
might write a few sentences on the Marxist view of education, or the functionalist view of roles within 
the family, or the feminist explanations of the gender pay gap etc. 

• However, not all sociologists agree with this view. 

This is useful when you are about to move to a different perspective from the one you have just 
presented. It provides a very clear signal that you are now going to start discussing something else. 

• Several criticisms have been made of this study [or perspective, claim, argument as 
appropriate]. One of the main criticisms comes from… 

This is where, having written about something, you show evaluation by identifying some weaknesses, 
or counterarguments that have been made.  

• Further criticisms have been made of [relating to something in the original presentation 
of ideas] or by [where you would introduce another critic or group of critics]. 

If you have earlier said ‘one of the main criticisms…’ then obviously you need to show that there are 
more. You need to make it clear whether it is a further criticism of the study, perspective or whatever, 
or another group of sociologists with perhaps a different set of criticisms. 
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• How appropriate were the methods used to collect this information? 

This is obviously appropriate if you are going to offer some strengths and/or weaknesses of the 
methodology used. Remember to keep a focus on the actual topic, rather than wander into a general 
discussion of the relative advantages or disadvantages of a particular method. 

• What evidence is there for this view? In support… 

Obviously you are now going to look critically at evidence that supports the claims made. 

• On the other hand, there is evidence that… 

This is where you would discuss any evidence that challenges the claims under discussion.  

• A study/research carried out by [X] shows that… 

It is important to show your knowledge of relevant studies or research on the topic under discussion. 
However, using the phrase ‘shows that’ makes sure that you demonstrate how the study under 
discussion relates to the arguments you are presenting or discussing. This is so much better than 
simply introducing studies and assuming that the examiner will know how they are relevant. 

• A recent example of this is… 

This introduction to a paragraph enables you to offer knowledge of issues or events that have not yet 
reached the textbooks, showing your general sociological awareness of what is happening in the world 
today. However, while a very useful thing to do, not only must your example(s) be relevant, you should 
demonstrate just how they relate to the topic under discussion. Don’t just throw them in and leave 
them to speak for themselves. For example, you could use the tragic murder of Sarah Everard to 
illustrate how it brought the issue of violence against women and girls to the fore, or how the rise in 
National Insurance contributions would hit some of the poorest families hardest, or how the sight of 
Tom Daly knitting at the Olympics shows how some masculine roles are changing, and so on. 
Obviously, the example you use must relate to whatever is under discussion in your essay, and you 
must show how it is relevant. 

• In conclusion… 

This should be your final, brief paragraph or paragraphs, and should bring together your preceding 
arguments. Remember, you do not always have to come down firmly on one side of an argument — it 
is quite acceptable to point out features such as the complexity of the topic, or how there is conflicting 
evidence. What you mustn’t do is repeat your arguments all over again. The conclusion is a summary 
to remind the examiner of what has been presented in your essay. 
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