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Revision 

Organising revision notes 
Joan Garrod 

In this issue, you will find examples of different ways of organising your revision notes, as discussed in 
the article by Paul Taylor in the print edition. There is also a list of concepts related to the topic of 
Families and Households for you to turn into flashcards or use in some other way to test your 
knowledge of these. The PowerPoint presentation looks at a report by The Fawcett Society about the 
extent of gender stereotyping in early childhood, and some of its consequences. 

 

Figure 1 An example of traditional linear revision notes. Key headings and names can be 
highlighted to make them stand out. 

Suggested activity: Add to these notes by making a set of notes on ‘School based factors’. This 
might include subheadings such as ‘Teachers’ expectations’, ‘School curriculum’ and ‘School 
subcultures’. 

  

Explanations of ethnicity and educational attainment 
1. Home background factors 
 
1.1 Material factors 
Platt (2007) argues that higher levels of poverty among some minority ethnic groups esp. 
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis and Black Africans may lead to material deprivation and under-
achievement. 
Evaluation:  Modood (2004) found that some minority ethnic pupils on free school meals 
perform only slightly worse than those no receiving FSMs, so material deprivation may be 
compensated for by high aspirations of minority ethnic parents. 
 
1.2 Cultural factors 
Strand (2008) argued that some minority ethnic parents and children have positive attitudes 
to education and see it as way out of poverty while some white working-class parents are more 
fatalistic. 
Archer and Francis (2007) argued that Chinese pupils are highest-achieving ethnic groups, 
reflecting investment of time and energy by parents in their educational success.  
Sewell (1997) argued that street culture, black masculinity and an apparent lack of positive 
male role models (e.g. fathers) may influence some African-Caribbean boys to turn away from 
educational success and towards anti-school subcultures. 
Evaluation: Black Caribbean boys are among lowest achieving groups and yet parents often 
have high aspirations. Focus on cultural factors may ignore importance of institutional racism 
in the education system. 
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Anthony Giddens (1992) The Transformation of Intimacy 
 

• Move from modernity to late modernity — individuals less constrained to fit into 
traditional structures e.g. nuclear family/gender roles. 

• In late modernity life is characterised by reflexivity — individuals constantly question 
their lives and consider alternatives, no longer following script laid down by society. 

• Family diversity results from more individuals choosing alternative options to nuclear 
family (singlehood, cohabitation, lone parents, same sex). 

• Romantic love giving way to confluent love, based on deep emotional intimacy 
(partners reveal needs and concerns to each other). 

• Pure relationship is what couples seek — focus on emotional fulfilment rather than 
staying together for practical reasons.   

• Relationships potentially more fulfilling and offering greater gender equality but also 
more fragile meaning more divorce/breakdown of relationships.  

 
Application 
Late modernity/postmodernity theories, family diversity, marriage, divorce, gender roles. 
 
Evaluation 

1. Giddens’ theory may be more applicable to white middle-class families than other 
groups e.g. some minority ethnic groups. 

2. Theory is not based on actual research on UK families. 
3. Feminists argue Giddens has over-tated extent to which men offer intimacy in 

relationships and how far women have gained equality.  
4. Traditional norms about family life (ideology of the nuclear family) still powerful so 

individuals may have less choice than Giddens suggests. 

 
Figure 2 An example of a flash card summarising a key study. Note how knowledge (AO1) is 
summarised in short memorable bullet points with key concepts underlined or highlighted. 
Also consider adding notes about application (AO2) i.e. which areas you might apply this study 
to in exam questions and add some evaluation points (AO3). 

Suggested activity: Produce your own set of flashcards on key studies on families and households or 
another topic which you need to revise for your exam.    
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Figure 3 An example of a mind map. This one summarises the debate about social class and 
crime. On the left are theories and studies which might support the view that working-class 
people are more likely to commit crime, while on the right are theories and studies which 
would argue that crime is not linked to social class and that people from all social classes 
engage in criminal behaviour. A mind map usually contains less detail than traditional revision 
notes but gives an overview of a topic and helps to organise information in the way it might be 
applied to an exam question. 

Suggested activity: Make a copy of this mind map onto a large sheet of A3 paper. You could add 
further detail by including key concepts after each study or including different studies. You could also 

Social class is 
linked to levels of 

crime

Functionalism/ 
subcultural theories
Merton 
A. Cohen
Cloward and Ohlin

Right realism/New Right
Wilson & Kelling
Murray

Left realism
Lea & Young

Cultural criminology
Winlow

Social class is not 
linked to levels of 

crime

Interactionism
Cicourel
Matza
S. Cohen

Marxism
Althusser
Box
Chambliss

Neo-Marxism/Radical 
Criminology
Taylor, Walton and Young
S. Hall et al

Studies of white collar & 
corporate crime
Sutherland
Tombs
Friedrichs
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produce similar mind maps on other topics e.g., the relationship between ethnicity and crime or gender 
and crime.  

 

Family concepts 
One way of using this list is to take each concept, write it down on one side of a plain card, such as a 
postcard, and then write a brief definition on the other side. If the concept is associated with a 
particular perspective, study or sociologist, you could add that too. Use the cards to pick at random 
and test yourself or work with a friend to test each other. You may wish to add other concepts — this is 
not a definitive list. 

Ageing population 
Beanpole families 
Birth rate 
Births outside marriage 
Cohabitation 
Confluent love 
Conjugal roles 
Decline/death of the family 
Divorce 
Domestic division of labour 
Domestic violence 
Dual income family 
Dysfunctional families 
Emotional support 
Empty-nest families 
Expressive role 
Extended family 
Fertility rate 
Functions of the family 
Gendered division of domestic labour 
Housework 

Ideological role of the family 
Industrialisation 
Instrumental role 
Lone-parent families 
Main breadwinner 
Marriage 
Modified extended family 
Monogamy 
Nuclear family 
One-person households 
Patriarchy 
Primary socialisation 
Privatised nuclear family 
Reconstituted families 
Reserve army of labour 
Superstructure 
Symmetrical family 
Traditional family values 
Two-parent families 
Women’s dual role 
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