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This has been a very difficult year for students, with severe disruption to learning. It is still not 
absolutely clear what form assessment will take in 2021. This section aims to help you to 
organise your material for answering questions on sociological theory and methods. 

Organising your material 
With all your class notes, handouts and textbooks, there will obviously be a great deal of material for 
you to go through when revising. This can often seem very daunting, so a good idea is to keep a 
separate folder for revision, with the aim of keeping this to the ‘bare bones’, giving you an overview of 
the various topics, to be fleshed out by all the other material. Having your course content summarised 
in a revision folder can often help you to plan an essay, especially when writing under exam 
conditions. Also, having things already organised in this way will enable you, when you come to revise 
in earnest, to get a quick overview of what you need to know and how best to demonstrate the skills.  

In case lists and notes are not your preferred way of organising and learning material, SOCIOLOGY 

REVIEW Vol. 30, No. 4 will have suggestions and guidance on using other ways to help you revise. 

The first step is to separate your revision folder into the different topics you are studying, to make it 
easier to find just what. you want. Here, we will focus on sociological theories and methods. 

Sociological theories 
Below is a series of questions. The list is a guide — you will think of others to include as you go 
through your class notes. For each question, simply note down what you consider to be the main 
points — don’t go into detail. 

Depending on the question, you may wish to organise your notes in two columns, such as ‘Strengths’ 
and ‘Weaknesses’, or ‘Advantages’ and ‘Disadvantages’, or ‘Positivist view’, ‘Interactionist view’, 
‘Feminist view’ and so on. Of course, there is often more than one view with a broad perspective, e.g. 
feminism, and your notes and sub-headings should reflect this. Remember that this is intended to help 
you, so make it as individual as possible to match your style of learning and remembering. Remember, 
though, to keep what you write very brief — your aim is to keep the folder as slim as possible while still 
including the important points. 

1 From your notes and textbooks, make a list of all the important concepts associated with 
sociological theories, and write a very brief definition alongside each.  

2 What do we mean by ‘science’? 

3 To what extent do all sciences follow the hypothetico-deductive method? 
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4 Is it possible for sociology to be scientific? Why or why not? 

5 Can sociology be value-free? 

6 Should sociology be value-free? 

7 How do positivists view society? 

8 How do interactionists view society? 

9 How do feminists view society? 

10 How do Marxists view society? 

Sociological methods 
Here are some important questions regarding research methods in general. You will also need to take 
each method you have studied in your course, outline how it is used, list its strengths and weaknesses 
and note a few studies that have used that method. Remember the importance of assessing a 
particular method in the context in which it is being used — a disadvantage for studying one kind of 
research topic might be an advantage for a different one. 

1 As with theories, make a list of the concepts used in this topic area, with a brief definition of 
each. You also need to know about the different sampling methods — make a list with very 
brief notes on each. 

2 What factors influence a researcher’s choice of method? 

3 In what ways might the social characteristics of the researcher affect the research process 
when conducting interviews? 

4 For which types of study are quantitative methods suitable? 

5 For which types of research are qualitative methods suitable? 

6 Why do some sociologists use more than one type of method in their research? 
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