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This resource contains information about the Office for National Statistics (ONS), which is a 

very useful resource for sociology students. After a look at some of the areas that are of 

potential use to your studies, there is a sample exam question (with some guidance), which 

invites you to use a particular extract from the site. 

About the ONS 
The site can be found at: www.ons.gov.uk 

The ONS is the UK’s largest producer of statistics. The data collected by the ONS help to produce a 

picture of life in the UK. 

The information on the ONS site is organised into different categories, such as business, industry and 

trade; the economy; employment and labour market; and people, population and community. Each 

broad category has a number of different sub-sections. 

The statistics produced by the ONS are widely used by government, business, policymakers, charities, 

researchers and individuals. For sociology students, the section most likely to be relevant is people, 

population and community, though it is always worth casting an eye over the others as they also may 

have something of relevance to your studies. 

Among the specific areas covered in the people, population and community section are the following, 

which will indicate just how relevant the data could be to your studies. 

• Births, deaths and marriages 

• Crime and justice 

• Cultural identity 

• Education and childcare 

• Health and social care 

• Household characteristics 

• Population and migration 

What you can expect to find 
It is worth spending some time exploring the site, so that if you are looking for specific information, you 

will be able to access it more quickly. As an example, I clicked on ‘Housing characteristics’. What 

popped up was recent research on ‘Home internet and social media usage’. There were two main 

sections, ‘Internet access: households and individuals, Great Britain 2019,’ and ‘Exploring the UK’s 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/
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digital divide’. The first section looked at use of the internet and social media and how long we use it 

for, and we are told that most of the statistics are broken down by age and gender. There is also a link 

to the methodology used to gather the data. Clicking on the title about internet access, you are taken 

to the report which, like all ONS reports, starts with a summary of the main points — always very 

useful and often sufficient information for our needs. Scrolling through the report gives more detailed 

information, accompanied by some very useful charts.  

Task 1 

From the section on people, population and community, take a topic that interests you, or for which 

you have been asked to write an essay or answer an exam question, and explore what information is 

available that would be helpful to you. 

Task 2 

Now open the following links: 

https://tinyurl.com/y2e9k57n 

https://tinyurl.com/yyce7wjr 

Both reports look at some of the effects of the corona virus pandemic on family life in the UK. The first 

is a report on ‘Parenting in lockdown’ and the second looks at home schooling. Make notes from both 

reports on what information would be of help if answering the following exam-style questions: 

1 Evaluate the view that even though many women are in paid employment, they still take the 

major responsibility for childcare in the home. 

2 ‘The effects of a long period of enforced home schooling will adversely affect almost all pupils, 

but will also increase the attainment gap between children from different social classes.’ What 

evidence and arguments are there to support such a view? 

This will help you to develop the skill of extracting accurate and relevant information from reports. 

Remember that you are not asked to provide a full answer (though you may wish to do so) but rather 

to decide what information in the ONS reports would be helpful. Remember also that the reports are 

providing evidence from their surveys — to get good marks for a question such as these you would 

need to include appropriate concepts, theories and studies, so note from what you have learned about 

these topics which would be useful. The reports do not, of course, provide you with all the information 

that you would need. 

Some points to note from the report 
The percentage of parents who were home schooling varied by the level of their qualifications — why 

should this be the case? (Think of the type of work that does or does not lend itself to working from 

home.) 

Consider the difference between ‘developmental’ and ‘non-developmental’ childcare — and look at the 

differences by gender. 

Look at the proportion of parents who were more or less confident of their abilities to home school 

successfully — what might be the reasons for this? 

Why might the degree to which home schooling had a negative effect on the parent’s employment be 

related to their level of qualification? 

Note the importance of the age of the children being home schooled. 

https://tinyurl.com/y2e9k57n
https://tinyurl.com/yyce7wjr
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Note the important effect on home schooling for children with a young (0–4 years) sibling. 

There was a marked gender difference in both the time spent on childcare and the type of care 

delivered. This also varied with the age of the children. 

Think about the effects on children and parents of being in a one-parent household. 

Look for other information on concerns about the effects on the attainment gap as a result of the 

pandemic. 
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