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Family structure and children’s 
outcomes 
Joan Garrod 

This worksheet accompanies the article on family structure and children’s outcomes. If you 
keep both the article and your answers to the questions, you will have a useful revision guide 
on an aspect of family structure, and also on the use of longitudinal studies. 

Worksheet 
Read the following questions carefully and write reasonably full answers that will make sense to you 
when you read them later in your course. 

1 What is the Millennium Cohort Study? 

2 How many babies were involved? 

3 What is meant by ‘a representative sample’? 

4 What three things does the author cite as having influenced their childhood? 

5 What kind of information has been collected about the survey group? 

6 What proportion of the survey children were born to lone mothers, cohabiting parents and 
married parents? 

7 What proportion of the sample had experienced a family break-up by early adolescence? 

8 What advantages can having more money bring to children and their families? 

9 What is meant by ‘selection’ into marriage, cohabitation or lone parenthood, and why might 
this be important? 

10 Why is it important for researchers to be aware of the possible influence of unobserved 
differences in the children’s families? 

11 List two key factors when comparing married with cohabiting couples. 

12 What factors might help to explain differences in outcome between children born to lone 
mothers and those born to families with two biological parents? 

13 In which age group did children appear to experience greater problems following a family 
break-up? 
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14 What factors other than family structure can help explain differences in outcome between 
children born to lone mothers and those raised in two-person households? 

15 Briefly explain the difference between correlation and causation. 
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