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Revision 

Practice exam-style questions 
Joan Garrod 

Here is some guidance on answering exam-style questions on Crime and Deviance. Note that 
this is guidance only — you may have taken a different approach, but should make quite sure 
that. you have answered the question. 

Crime and Deviance 
These broadly follow the AQA exam style, but given that the specification content is the same for all 
awarding bodies, it is worth doing them whichever awarding body you are with. 

Before you start, here is something that you should do — though some of you might already have 
such sections in their folder. One of the things that really separates a high-grade answer from others is 
the appropriate use of sociological concepts. One way to help ensure that this becomes an integral 
part of your answers, whether for class essays or in an exam, is to have a section in your folder (or 
even a separate folder) divided into all the different topics you are studying in sociology. Under each 
topic, you should compile three lists (this is an ongoing task, not one to be completed on the spot). 
You should note relevant studies (just the author, title and a couple of lines saying what it is about), 
useful examples from ‘real life’ (this is particularly helpful in a topic such as Crime and Deviance), and 
a list of concepts, each with a brief definition, preferably written by yourself. 

This may seem like a chore, and initially it does take a fair bit of time, but it will be invaluable for 
revision and for referring to when writing class essays. The fact that you have written these things 
down makes it much more likely that you will use appropriate studies, examples and concepts in the 
exam, which will give you a huge benefit in terms of marks — though remember that what you include 
must be relevant to the question. 
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To get you started, below is a list of concepts from the topic of Crime and Deviance. It is by no means 
exhaustive, and it is not meant to suggest that these concepts are in some way more important than 
others, but it’s a start. Some of the concepts may already be familiar to you, others you may need to 
look up. These are in no particular order. 

• Moral panic   

• Victimology 

• Corporate crime   

• Folk devils 

• Green crime   

• Globalisation of crime 

• State crime   

• Social construction of crime 

• Crime statistics   

• Dark figure of crime 

• Fear of crime  

• Consumer capitalism 

• Criminalisation   

• Zemiology 

• Subculture   

• Labelling 

• Self-fulfilling prophecy  

• Criminogenic 

• Self-report study  

• Victim study 

• Zero tolerance   

• Community crime prevention 

Questions 
1 Outline two ways in which official crime statistics might not represent the actual amount of 

crime committed. (4 marks) 

Remember that you have only to ‘outline’, so be careful not to write more than is needed. Make sure 
that your two ways are quite different from each other. 

2 Outline three criticisms of the view that crime is disproportionately committed by the poorer 
members of society. (6 marks) 

Again, you need only ‘outline’ the criticisms, not discuss them in depth. 

3 

Item A 

Crime statistics consistently show that crime rates are higher in urban than rural areas. 
However, recent trends indicate a growing pattern of drugs crime, violence and exploitation 
emerging in rural areas. Such crimes are often referred to as ‘county lines’. 

Applying material from Item A, analyse two reasons for the increase in crime in rural areas. 
(10 marks) 

Remember that you have to apply (use in a relevant way) material from the Item, and then analyse 
(break down) the reasons for this pattern. You may wish to consider why there might be a ready 
market for drugs in rural areas, the levels of policing available and the fact that some of those being 
exploited will not fit the image of the stereotypical ‘drug dealer’. If you are unfamiliar with ‘county lines’, 
it is worth doing some background research on this emerging type of crime. 
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Item B 

Most of the crimes identified in crime statistics and in the media tend to be crimes committed 
against a single individual or a small group of people. These are crimes such as robbery, knife 
crime, burglary, vandalism, blackmail and so forth. However, crimes that receive far less 
attention are crimes committed by nation states or large corporations. These are crimes such 
as genocide, environmental crimes, flouting health and safety rules and various types of fraud. 
Such crimes affect large numbers of people, many of whom are unaware that they are victims. 
Some would argue that the power of those committing such crimes is such that they are able 
to escape any kind of punishment — indeed, many of their crimes go unrecognised. 

Applying material from Item B and your own knowledge, evaluate the view that the harm 
inflicted by corporate crime goes largely unrecognised and unpunished.  (30 marks) 

There is a lot of useful information in the Item to help you identify a range of state and corporate 
crimes, and gives you the opportunity to provide suitable examples. Before you answer this, make a 
brief list of a few examples — you will not need to cover every type of corporate crime, but should 
choose at least two different types, e.g. environmental crimes and crimes putting workers’ health and 
safety at risk. Mention at least a couple of relevant studies, and use as many appropriate concepts as 
you can. Remember the key word ‘evaluate’ — to what extent is the view express in the question 
borne out by the evidence? It may be a question of degree — you may have examples of corporate 
crimes that have been recognised and the perpetrators punished. The question, however, says 
‘largely’ — so what is your view on this? 
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