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In the fourth of a series of 
columns introducing the A-level 
assessment criteria, we focus on 
what the command words mean 
in WJEC Eduqas exams

WJEC Eduqas candidates are assessed 

according to two assessment objectives, as 

set out in Table 1. How does this work out 

in practice?
 ■ There are three components. Each 

component is assessed via externally 

assessed written examination.
 ■ You have to study all three components.
 ■ In component 1 you choose one of six 

religions (A: Christianity, B: Islam, C: Judaism, 

D: Buddhism, E: Hinduism, F: Sikhism).
 ■ In component 2 you study philosophy.
 ■ In component 3 you study religion and 

ethics.

AS

For all components you must answer: 
 ■ Section A: one two-part question from a 

choice of two.

 ■ Section B: one two-part question from a 

choice of three.

Questions can be taken from any area of 

the specification. In each question the first 

part addresses AO1 and the second AO2. 

Each part carries 25 marks.

Your responses
In all your responses, you should:

 ■ reflect on, select and apply specified 

knowledge
 ■ understand, interpret and evaluate 

critically religious concepts, texts and other 

sources

 ■ identify, investigate and critically analyse 

questions, arguments, ideas and issues 

arising from within this component
 ■ construct well-informed and reasoned 

arguments substantiated by relevant 

evidence
 ■ engage in debate in a way that 

recognises the right of others to hold a 

different view
 ■ present responses to questions which are 

clear and coherent
 ■ use specialist language and terminology 

appropriately

WJEC Eduqas exam 
terms explained

 exam focus

Table 1 The assessment objectives (AOs) and their weighting

Objective AS A-level

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and 
belief, including:
• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and 

teaching
• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, 

communities and societies
• cause and significance of similarities and differences in 

belief, teaching and practice
• approaches to the study of religion and belief 

50% 40%

AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion 
and belief, including their significance, influence and study

50% 60%
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Trigger words
For AS questions the trigger words used are:

 ■ Outline: write a concise account of 

an area of considerable breadth, carefully 

selecting relevant information and 

demonstrating the main features or general 

principles of a topic — a logical, concise 

summary.
 ■ Compare: identify similarities and 

differences.
 ■ Explain: write a systematic and 

comprehensive account of a topic — breadth 

needed here.
 ■ Examine: portray and account for 

different facets of, or angles on, a complex 

practice, concept or belief — depth needed 

here.
 ■ Evaluate: this tests evaluation and 

analysis. It requires you to consider different 

viewpoints and arrive at a judgement by 

analysing and evaluating the arguments 

presented.

A-level

For all components you must answer:
 ■ Section A: one two-part question from a 

choice of two.
 ■ Section B: one two-part question from a 

choice of three.

Questions can be taken from any area of 

the specification. In each question the first 

part addresses AO1 and the second AO2. 

(AO1 = 20 marks, AO2 = 30 marks)

Your responses
In all your responses, you should include the 

same points as given for AS responses (see 

above), as well as:

 ■ account for the influence of social, 

religious and historical factors on the 

developments in the study of religions and 

belief
 ■ identify, investigate and critically 

analyse questions, arguments, ideas and 

issues arising from within this component, 

including the views of scholars and 

academics
 ■ identify and analyse the nature of 

connections between the components you 

have studied

Trigger words
For A-level questions the trigger words 

used are examine, explain, compare and 

evaluate, with the same meanings as for AS 

(see above).

Table 2 The three components and their areas

1: A study of religion 2: Philosophy of religion 3: Religion and ethics

Option A: Christianity
Option B: Islam
Option C: Judaism
Option D: Buddhism
Option E: Hinduism
Option F: Sikhism

There will be four themes within each option: 
• religious figures and sacred texts
• religious concepts
• religious life
• religious practices

A-level only
There will be four themes within each option: 
• religious figures and sacred texts
• religious concepts and religious life
• significant social and historical 

developments in religious thought
• religious practices and religious identity

There will be four themes within this 
component: 
• inductive arguments for the existence of 

God 
• deductive arguments for the existence of 

God
• challenges to religious belief — the 

problem of evil and suffering
• religious experience

A-level only
There will be four themes within this 
component: 
• arguments for the existence of God
• challenges to religious belief
• religious experience
• religious language

There will be four themes within this 
component (including applied ethics in themes 
2 to 4): 
• ethical thoughts
• Aquinas’ natural law
• Fletcher’s situation ethics
• utilitarianism

A-level only
There will be four themes within this 
component: 
• ethical thought
• deontological ethics 
• teleological ethics
• determinism and free will

AS 1½-hour exam, one-third of qualification AS 1½-hour exam, one-third of qualification AS 1½-hour exam, one-third of qualification

A-level 2-hour exam, one-third of qualification A-level 2-hour exam, one-third of qualification A-level 2-hour exam, one-third of qualification


