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Obedience research after Milgram

Burger (2009) replicated 
Milgram’s procedure.

30% stopped before 150 volts  
but 70% were willing to 
continue. (In fact, they were 
not allowed to go beyond this 
point for ethical reasons.)

This suggests that destructive 
obedience has not lessened 
since Milgram’s original study.

Slater et al. (2006) replicated Milgram’s 
procedure using virtual reality (VR) with minor 
variations such as the learner-victim being female.

100% of participants who couldn’t see the avatar 
and 85% of those who could see her gave all 
20 shocks. Physiological changes suggested that 
participants experienced stress.

It was concluded that people respond to 
destructive orders in VR in the same way as they 
do in real life.

Hofling et al. (1966) conducted a field study 
in which nurses were contacted by telephone 
and ordered to administer a dose of a drug 
higher than that labelled as the maximum 
safe dosage.

95% of the nurses obeyed the order, 
although their reactions were different from 
those in Milgram’s study. When questioned 
they said they either had not read the safety 
notice or assumed that the doctor had the 
expertise to judge that the dose was safe.

Bocchiaro et al. (2012) conducted a field study at 
a Dutch university. Participants were asked to write 
leaflets asking students to participate in a study 
they knew to be very stressful. Participants were 
assessed for a range of individual characteristics.

76.5% obeyed. Just 9%, ‘whistleblowers’, took 
the opportunity to inform the university of the 
unethical instruction. There was no difference 
in personality or religious affiliation between 
obedient and disobedient groups. However, 
disobedient participants and whistleblowers were 
more pro-social and less individualistically oriented.
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Following Milgram’s classic study and his 
variations, other researchers investigated 
destructive obedience. Some used similar 
methods to Milgram, while others 
investigated obedience in different ways.
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