
16 17Politics Review  February 2022 www.hoddereducation.co.uk/politicsreview

1776
The United States Declaration of Independence
Rousseau’s influence on the Declaration of Independence 
is evident in its founding principles and its appeal to 
America nationalism, especially that a ‘social contract’ 
exists between citizens and a government that is for and 
by the people of the United States.

1840s–1860s
Italian unification
A significant force within the Italian unification 
movement was national self-determination. 
The Italian Risorgimento — the struggle for 
unification that took place between 1848 
and 1861 — was driven by nationalist groups 
including the Young Italy movement led by 
Giuseppe Mazzini, who called for the creation of 
an Italian Republic.

1871
German unification
As in Italy, nationalism underpinned the 
process of unification in Germany, driven 
by the sustained development of a distinct 
‘German’ culture, spirit and identity in the 
nineteenth century, led by the likes of Johann 
Gottfried von Herder. With industrial and 
transportation developments, the practical 
and logical argument for national unification 
was reinforced.

1920s and 1930s
Expansionist European nationalism
The 1930s saw Europe gripped by the forces 
of nationalism. The intellectual influence of 
Charles Maurras in early twentieth-century 
Europe was substantial. His aggressive, 
expansionist brand of nationalism, 
emphasising that ‘a true nationalist places 
his country above everything’, underpinned 
far-right ideologies including fascism.

1930s
The rise of black nationalism
With its focus on unity, pride in the African 
cultural heritage, and complete autonomy, 
supporters of Marcus Garvey’s black nationalism 
believed that people of African descent should 
seek to establish ‘a great independent nation 
in their ancient homeland of Africa’. Garvey’s 
black nationalism was a major component in the 
religious and political philosophy that developed 
into the Nation of Islam movement.

Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78)
Rousseau was a Genevan philosopher  
whose political ideas influenced the  
progress of the Enlightenment and  
liberal thought. Rousseau’s key work  
is The Social Contract (1762), which  
contains a number of his key ideas.  
First, that patriotism and civic pride  
are essential in both the creation and  
reinforcement of the national state.  
Second, only individuals who possess  
such a national identity would enjoy 
sufficient unity to create a single  
consciousness necessary for a nation  
state. Such a national spirit will unite  
and form a basic democracy.

Giuseppe Mazzini
(1805–72)

Mazzini was a key figure in the creation 
of a united Italy in 1860 and some of his 
main ideas were contained in his work, On 
Nationality (1852). He argued that a nation 
could only describe itself as free if it were 
a pure democracy. He also thought that 
the collective freedom of the nation was 
more important than the establishment 
of individual liberty, which brought him 
into conflict with liberalism. For Mazzini, 
individuals could only express themselves 
via their nation state.
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Nationalism
Influences on politics

Johann Gottfried von
Herder (1744–1803)

Herder was a conservative with a romantic 
attachment to German nationalism. Some 
of his main ideas are found in his key work, 
Treatise on the Origin of Language (1772). 
Herder is associated with culturalism, 
viewing nations as cultural organic 
groups invested with their own unique 
spirit. For Herder, each nation contains 
its own unique character which should 
be pursued and enhanced. Herder called 
this common culture and spirit of a people 
their Volksgeist. Patriotism was of central 
importance: he argued that ‘He that has  
lost his patriotic spirit has lost himself and 
the whole worlds about himself.’ Herder’s 
ideas are present in the American belief  
in manifest destiny and influenced the  
Brexit movement.

Charles Maurras
(1868–1952)

Maurras was an ultra-conservative French 
nationalist whose ideas found in his key 
work, For a French Awakening (1943) were 
intensely xenophobic. He advocated a 
regressive nationalism which yearned for  
a bygone age of French glory. He believed  
that the French were a superior people  
and as such his views were similar to 
fascism. Maurras rejected individualism and 
favoured aggressive expansionism, where 
the interests of the nation were paramount.

Marcus Garvey
(1887–1940)

Garvey was a Jamaican and staunchly anti- 
colonialist. His writings and thoughts are 
collected in The Philosophy and Opinions of 
Marcus Garvey (1986). His most coherent 
idea was that of black pride: a common 
ancestry, culture and identity shared by all 
black Africans. Garvey was one of the first to 
articulate the idea of ‘black consciousness’, 
based on both a common ancestry of people 
in Africa and a common experience of 
oppression via colonialism and slavery.

How have these five thinkers shaped the 
modern political systems we know today?


