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1960s
Equal Pay Acts in 1963 
(USA) and 1970 (UK) 
introduced legislation to 
prohibit less favourable 
treatment of men and 
women in terms of pay and 
conditions of employment.

1970s
The UK’s Sex Discrimination 
Act 1975 protected men 
and women on the grounds 
of sex or marital status 
and established the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 
which promoted equality 
of opportunity between 
the sexes.

1980s
The Prohibition of Female 
Circumcision Act 1985 (and 
the later Female Genital 
Mutilation Act 2003) 
extended bans on female 
genital mutilation (FGM) 
in the UK, including the 
practice of taking girls 
abroad to undergo FGM 
procedures.

1990s
The USA’s Violence 
Against Women Act of 
1994 boosted funds for 
the investigation and 
prosecution of violent 
crimes against women and 
established the Office on 
Violence Against Women 
within the US Department 
of Justice.

Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860–1935)
While classified as a feminist, Gilman thought of 
herself as a humanist. In the twentieth century, 
Gilman’s ideas influenced both second wave 
radical and socialist feminism.

Main ideas
	■ Sex and domestic politics: sex and 

the capitalist economy are interlinked, with 
women having to trade on their sexual assets 
for financial support. Gilman sought economic 
independence for women and advocated 
centralised nurseries to give women freedom and 
authority.

	■ Societal pressures: gender roles are socially 
constructed from a young age. Gilman sought to 
reverse this false consciousness so women would 
no longer see themselves as weaker than men.

Simone de Beauvoir 
(1908–86)

Used existentialism to pose the question: 
‘What is a woman?’ Existentialism argues that 
humans have no natural nature or essence 
and that men have created a feminine myth 
through which to oppress women.

Main ideas
	■ Sex and gender: ‘Femininity is an 

artificial societal construct: One is not born 
but rather becomes a woman.’

	■ Otherness: ‘Otherness’ is imposed on 
women by men. Male domination meant 
that men were the ‘first sex’, while women 
were the ‘second sex’, as men argued that 
they were the norm.

Download this poster at  
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/politicsreviewextras

PoliticsReviewExtras

Make notes for a class discussion on the ways that feminists 
differ in their interpretation of the basis of gender inequality.
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2000s
The USA’s Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act of 2009 
strengthened worker 
protection against pay 
discrimination.

2010s
In the UK, the Equality Act 2010 consolidated, updated and enhanced the numerous 
prior Acts and regulations that formed the basis of anti-discrimination law in the UK, 
protecting people from discrimination, harassment and victimisation.

The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 introduced 
same-sex marriage in England and Wales.

In the USA, the Supreme Court ruling in Obergefell v Hodges 
(2015) guaranteed the constitutional right of same-sex 
couples to marry.

Kate Millett
(1934–2017)

A radical feminist who conducted the first 
systematic analysis of patriarchy.

Main ideas
	■ Family: Millett argued that the family 

unit was the foundation of patriarchal 
thought, socialising children into believing 
gender roles were normal. Millett argued 
for dismantling the family unit in favour 
of communal living and childrearing. She 
also believed that patriarchy reinforces 
heterosexuality as being superior to 
bisexuality and homosexuality.

	■ The portrayal of women: gender roles 
are often stereotyped in art and literature, 
which is often sexist, misogynistic and 
phallocentric.

Sheila Rowbotham 
(1943–)

A socialist feminist who synthesises radical 
feminism with revolutionary socialism.

Main ideas
	■ Capitalism: Rowbotham was influenced 

by Marxism, which informs her ideas. 
Capitalism worsened the oppression of 
women, forcing them to sell their labour to 
survive in the workplace and to cede their 
labour in the family home.

	■ Family: Rowbotham stressed that the 
family performs a dual function: to subject 
women to the demands of capitalism and 
to offer a place of refuge for men from the 
alienation of capitalism.

bell hooks (1952–)

Analyses the complex relationships between 
different minorities in society.

Main ideas
	■ Women of colour: hooks broadened 

the feminist debate, as she felt it was too 
focused on white, middle-/upper-class, 
college-educated women. She focused on 
sexual inequality among ‘women of colour’ 
and all social classes.

	■ Intersectionality: hooks’ ideas greatly 
influenced the idea of intersectionality, 
which challenged the feminist assumption 
that gender was the most important factor 
in a woman’s life. Instead, women have 
multiple overlapping identities, including 
gender, race, class, age, sexuality, religion 
and geographical location.
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