
0 km 100

N

LondonCardiff

Edinburgh

Belfast
Hartlepool

NORTHUMBERLAND

TEESSIDE

OXFORDSHIRE

16 17Politics Review September 2021 www.hoddereducation.co.uk/politicsreview

The 2021 regional elections
Rob Verdon reviews how the different UK parties fared in the various 2021 elections

Conservative gains in the north
Victory in the Hartlepool by-election and the re-election of 
Ben Houchen as mayor of Tees Valley, plus taking control of 
Northumberland County Council, has helped the Conservative 
Party consolidate its taking of the ‘red wall’ seats in the 2019 
general election. In addition, the party increased its vote 
share by 8% since the 2016 local elections, mainly off the 
back of a successful vaccine rollout and the UK leaving the 
European Union. The increase in Boris Johnson’s approval 
rating, in particular in the northeast, will help bolster the 
party’s ‘levelling up’ agenda in the north of England once the 
pandemic is over.
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Research and discuss the following:

1 Do the 2021 election results show that minor parties are 
on the rise?

2 Is a second independence referendum now inevitable 
in Scotland?

3 How much has geographical support of parties changed 
in recent years?
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A dent in the blue wall
The Green Party is emerging as a force to be reckoned with 
in local elections, increasing its overall vote share by 11% 
and becoming the fourth-largest party in the UK in terms 
of vote share. The Liberal Democrats are also starting to 
make a comeback, in particular in district councils in the 
Conservative heartlands of the southeast. The most notable 
result for both parties was in Oxfordshire County Council, 
where the Greens, Liberal Democrats and Labour formed a 
progressive alliance to lock the Conservatives out of power 
on the council for the first time since 1973.

SNP control continues
Despite a strong comeback from pro-union parties in the 
final weeks, the SNP remains in control of Holyrood, but will 
need the support of the pro-independence Green Party to get 
them over the line. Nicola Sturgeon cites this return to power 
as further evidence of a mandate for a second independence 
referendum. It is clear that Scotland is still divided over the 
independence matter, with pro-unionist parties taking 50.4% 
of the constituency vote, and the pro-independence parties 
gaining 50.1% of the party list vote.

The loss of former leader Ruth Davidson to the House of Lords 
is a major worry for the Scottish Conservatives, with the 
party struggling against a resurgent Labour under new leader 
Anas Sarwar.

Labour’s blushes spared
Mark Drakeford’s handling of the Covid-19 pandemic 
in Wales was given a seal of approval in the Welsh 
Parliament elections, with Labour winning 30 seats in 
its best-ever performance. In addition, Sadiq Kahn was 
re-elected mayor of London, ensuring that the capital 
remains Labour’s stronghold. Both results were a silver 
lining on an otherwise disappointing night for Keir 
Starmer’s Labour Party.

DUP leadership change
The Democratic Unionist Party’s leadership issues are likely 
to bring Northern Ireland to the forefront of UK politics 
once again. Former Stormont first minister and DUP leader 
Arlene Foster was driven from power by the party due 
to an internal fall-out over the post-Brexit settlement in 
Northern Ireland and liberal reforms to laws governing 
abortion and the Irish language. Sir Jeffrey Donaldson 
became leader in June 2021 following the resignation 
of Edwin Poots (Foster’s immediate successor) in what 
was a turbulent few weeks for the DUP. Sir Jeffrey’s early 
aims were to tackle the post-Brexit trade arrangements 
for Northern Ireland, with an emphasis on supporting the 
constitutional and economic integrity of the UK.


