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Teaching notes 

Making more of PHYSICS REVIEW 
Mary Whitehouse 

PHYSICS REVIEW is a great additional resource for A-level physics students. It will broaden their 
knowledge and understanding of physics and its applications. 

Here we suggest some ways in which you can encourage students to engage with the content. 

Online archive 
As well as the print magazine, you can also subscribe to the searchable online archive, which includes 
almost all the previous volumes of the magazine (starting with Volume 3 from September 1993). You 
can print out pages from earlier articles to add the to your teaching resources, and use some of the 
strategies suggested below. 

http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product?Product=9781471800948 

Online extras 
As each issue of the magazine is published, additional resources are placed on the magazine website: 

www.hoddereducation.co.uk/physicsreviewextras 

e-reviews: free, additional articles on breaking physics stories between issues. 

Teaching notes: these suggest questions and discussion topics for some of the articles in the 
magazine. Ask students to read an article related to a topic they have already studied and look at the 
questions and come to the next lesson prepared to discuss their answers. 

Poster: At a Glance a pdf file of the centre pages is provided for printing as a poster for display. 
These pages have varying styles, depending on the topic, and can be used as examples for students 
to make a poster of their own to illustrate their learning for the current topic.  

Weblinks: all the weblinks mentioned in the magazine are listed in a pdf. Share the pdf with your 
students so that they can easily follow the links. Ask each student to look at a different website and 
make a short presentation or write a short article linking the information in the website to the article in 
PHYSICS REVIEW. 

Using Exam talkback 
Set the question to your students, without them seeing the ‘talk back’. Then provide the marking 
scheme with the examiner’s explanations. Ask them to work in pairs and peer-mark each other’s 
answers, using the examiner’s commentary for guidance. 
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Summarising an article 
A good way of checking students’ understanding of an article is to ask them to summarise the article in 
a different format, for example: 

• write a 100-word summary 

• summarise the key ideas in a poster 

• write a set of comprehension questions, with answers 

• prepare a 2-minute talk about the article, perhaps for a specific audience, such as a GCSE 
group 

This resource is part of PHYSICS REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/physicsreview 


