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Development of 
women’s sport

Choose a variety of ‘events’ from the 
timeline and then consider:

These events meant that…
Answer this with your analysis/thoughts/an 
outcome of your chosen ‘events’:

•	For example, in 1900 2% of Olympians 
were female, which meant that early 
twentieth-century sport was male 
dominated, with limited opportunity and 
provision for women.

•	For example, in 1983 the women’s RFU 
was established, which meant that societal 
attitudes were changing and opportunities 
for women to take part in more aggressive, 
traditionally male sports were increasing.
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1884
Ladies’ singles are added to the 
Wimbledon tennis championships

1896 First modern Olympic Games 
in Athens, Greece. 280 male 
competitors, no females

1900

Paris Olympics and the first where 
women are invited to compete. 
Twenty-two women compete  
(2% of competitors)

1913
First women’s and mixed doubles  
at Wimbledon

1919
Suzanne Lenglen wows Wimbledon 
with her outfits and outstanding 
play

1921
English Ladies’ Football Association 
established

1926
Gertrude Ederle (USA) became first 
woman to swim the Channel. She 
broke the men’s record

1927
First women’s Oxford vs Cambridge 
boat race

1934
First women’s cricket test, between 
England and Australia

1949
At Wimbledon, the focus was on the 
length of Gussie Moran’s skirt as 
much as her skill level

1952
Helsinki Olympics — 10% of athletes 
were female

1969
English Womens’ Football 
Association (FA) formed

1975

Sex Discrimination Act (UK) passed, 
protecting men and women from 
discrimination on the grounds of sex 
and marital status

1976

Montreal Olympics were a financial 
disaster. Women’s basketball was 
introduced and 20% of competitors 
were female

1983
Women’s Rugby Football Union 
established

1984
Los Angeles Olympics — the first to 
be run on a commercial basis and the 
first to stage a women’s marathon

1984
Women’s Sports Foundation UK 
founded in the UK

1991
First women’s football World Cup  
(61 years after men’s)

1991
First women’s rugby union World 
Cup (4 years after men’s)

1996
Women allowed in Long Room at 
Lord’s for the first time

1996
Atlanta Olympics. Women’s triple 
jump introduced. 35% of athletes 
were female

1998
Nagano Winter Olympics. Women’s 
curling and ice hockey introduced 

2000
Sydney Olympics. Women’s 
weightlifting introduced, 38% of 
competitors were female

2016
Rio Olympics: 47% of athletes  
were female
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