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Lesson plan 

Civil courts explained 
Craig Beauman 

This lesson plan and activities should be used in conjunction with the article on pp. 30–31. 

The big picture Students are researching a new topic on the civil courts. This is to be used 
in short- or long-answer questions, or multiple-choice questions, or to help 
answer a scenario type questions. 

Objectives LO1: for students to develop understanding of the purpose of civil courts. 

LO2: for students to analyse the different types of cases and law that are 
dealt with. To understand the circumstances where these issues arise. 
LO3: to enable students to identify key financial limits of the civil courts 
along with the appeals procedure. 

LO4: for students to be able to apply the law to a given scenario and 
conclude liability.    
AfL LO: for students to achieve their individual targets on this topic on their 
differentiated tracking sheets. 

Engagement Complete a wall display: types of law and cases they deal with. 

Complete a wall display: financial limits and appeals procedures.   

Add to the class exemplar folder. 

One-to-one demos. 

Stickability 5–10 key points on types of laws. 

8–10 key points on financial limits. 

ILAC or IDEA method of tackling scenario question. 

Attainment for 
learning 

Use individual tracking sheet for appeals procedure. 

Students should know their minimum target grade and their aspiration 
grade and how to ‘bridge the gap’. 

Learning episodes Task 1: demonstration/discussion (teacher-led: key questions) — what 
have we found out about the civil courts?  

Task 2: demonstration/discussion (teacher-led: scenario-based question) 
— what does our research tell us about each claimant’s situation? 

Task 3: demonstration/discussion (student-led: appeals) — what are the 
missing words? 
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Differentiation Support students: 

Grade A*/A,C/D and E/U — add to exemplar folder on topic. 

Absenteeism/reluctance to engage etc…  

Male/female attitudes to elements of the definition of duty of care and their 
changes and application. 

Refer to individual target sheets. 

Task within tasks (e.g. engagement through unforeseen questions or 
points raised). 

Activity 
Students should get into three groups. Allocate each group one of the three tasks. A carousel system 
can be used, or each group presents on an individual task to the other two groups. The tasks can be 
read in conjunction with the article on pp. 30–31 of the magazine. 

Task 1: summarising the law 
Students in this group should answer the following questions: 

1 Companies are an example of an individual or group that may bring a civil claim. Identify three 
other different types of individuals or groups that could bring a case in the civil courts? 

2 Identify three different areas of law where civil claims are possible. 

3 Using one of the different areas of law in your answer to question 2, identify two ways that a 
dispute could arise in such an area of law.  

4 What are the financial limits of the small-claims track? 

5 What are the financial limits of the fast-track? 

6 What are the financial limits of the multi-track? 

Extension activity 
7 What are the three divisions of the High Court and what are their functions?  

8 If a civil case is appealed to a higher court, the appellate court has specific powers under 
section 8 Courts and Legal Services Act 1990. What are these specific powers?  
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Task 2 
Using the information below, identify which track each claim should be allocated. 

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 

Alicia bought a cup of 
coffee from a café in the 
high street. However, the 
sales assistant failed to 
secure the plastic lid on 
the coffee cup, which fell 
off, causing most of the 
coffee to spill on Alicia’s 
hand.  

Alicia is badly scalded 
and has to go to hospital 
for treatment. She is a 
self-employed beautician 
and is unable to work for 
2 months.  

Alicia values the personal 
injury claim to be £3,000 
and her loss of earnings 
at £2,500.  

Will entered into an agreement with 
Louis, a local builder’s merchant, for the 
purchase and delivery of 2 tonnes of 
sand. The sand was to be used by 
Peter, a landscape gardener, to form the 
foundation for a patio in Will’s back 
garden.  

However, on the day of the delivery 
Louis rang Will and said he had run out 
of sand and couldn’t deliver any until the 
next week. Peter is unable to continue 
with Will’s job at that time and says he’ll 
have to come back and start the work in 
a month’s time. Will needs the patio 
completed for his daughter’s 18th 
birthday party in two weeks and has to 
employ another, more expensive 
gardener, to finish the job on time.  

Will values the claim at £8,500 and 
wants to claim against Louis.  

Linda had been in hospital 
to investigate problems she 
has with her hearing.  

Whilst undergoing the test 
her doctor accidently 
pushes a probe too far into 
her ear, causing permanent 
damage and total deafness 
in the ear.  

Linda is 29 and a 
secondary school teacher. 

Linda does not know the 
value of the claim and has 
asked her solicitor for 
advice.  

Questions 

1 Which track of the 
county court will Alicia’s 
claim be allocated to for 
the personal injury claim? 

2 Which type of judge will 
hear the case? 

3 Would alternative 
dispute resolution help 
Alicia’s case? Why? 

Questions 

1 Which track of the county court will 
Will’s claim be allocated to? 

2 Which type of judge will hear the 
case? 

3 Would alternative dispute resolution 
help Will’s case? Why? 

Questions 

1 Which court will Linda’s 
claim be allocated to? 

2 Which type of judge will 
hear the case? 

3 Would alternative dispute 
resolution help Linda’s 
case? Why? 
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Task 3: civil appeals procedure 
Look at the text below and complete the missing words:  

A first appeal from a decision of the small-claims court or the fast track is heard by a next level 
_________. If the case was first heard by a district judge, the appeal will be to a _______ judge, or if 
first heard by a circuit judge, then the appeal is to a _______ court judge. 

It is possible for a second appeal from the decision of a circuit judge or High Court judge to the Court 
of _________ (Civil Division), but this would be in exceptional circumstances and only with the Court 
of Appeal’s ___________.  

An appeal from a decision of the _______-track, whether heard by a district or circuit judge is to the 
Court of ________ (______ Division). 

An appeal from the ______ Court is to the Court of Appeal (Civil Division), or on rare occasions to the 
_________ Court (called a ‘_______’ appeal) where a point of general ________ importance is 
present.  

It is possible for a further appeal from the Court of Appeal (Civil Division) to the Supreme Court but 
only if either Court gives __________. 

A final appeal is possible for a case to be referred to the European Court of ________, under Article 
_______ of the Treaty of Rome, if a point of __________ law is involved.  

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 


