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Lesson plan 

Causation 

Craig Beauman 

Here, Craig Beauman encourages students to lead a session using ‘flipped-learning’ by exploring and 

analysing a point of law for A-level. 

He also includes a teacher’s 5-minute lesson plan for the relevant class. 

Activity 
Students should get into three groups. Each group should be allocated one of the following three 

tasks. A carousel system can be used, or each group presents on an individual task to the others. 

Each task is differentiated according to student ability. These tasks can be read in conjunction with 

Giles Bayliss’s article ‘Links in the chain: determining causation in criminal law’ (A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, 

Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 18–21). 

Causation in criminal law: the context 

Many criminal offences require a starting point of some physical contact on the part of the defendant 

(D) with the victim. For example, if D performs an act which causes the death of V, in the absence of a 

defence, D has committed murder or manslaughter. This physical contact can be broken down into 

two elements: an act caused (conduct), for example a stabbing, and a death caused (consequence). 

In many cases, certainly for A-level purposes, the issue of causing an offence is generally irrelevant. 

In a straightforward wounding situation, a candidate would not need to discuss the ‘rules of causation’, 

as outlined below. If D stabbed V and V died, then D caused V’s death. Causation should be 

mentioned but not explored further. 

The law on causation, for our purposes, is largely confined to non-fatal offences against the person 

and unlawful act/constructive manslaughter problem scenario questions.  

Any elaboration on the rules of a defendant causing an injury or death is largely confined to nuanced 

and rare situations that the courts deal with. Most cases are due to legal counsel arguing that their 

client did not cause the ultimate injury due to extraneous factors. 

Nuanced cases like these, where there is doubt as to whether D caused V’s injury or death, can be 

summarised in three parts: 

1 Was D the ‘factual’ cause of the injury or death? In other words, consider the facts of the 

event and decide whether D was the cause. Answer yes or no. 

2 Was D the ‘legal’ cause of the death or injury? The term ‘legal’ is an ambiguous word and 

is simply legal talk for D’s percentage (%) contribution to the consequences. The higher 

the percentage, the more likely the guilt. 

3 Was there an event during the conduct and consequences, or the circumstance of the 

injury or death, that a reasonable person would argue meant that D was not responsible? 
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While D may have started the chain of events, they are not liable due to extraneous 

events. 

Task 1: the key points in determining causation  

Students in this group should answer the following questions: 

1 List five ways a defendant could cause an injury to another person. 

2 Explain factual causation using the ‘but for’ test. 

3 Discuss how the Supreme Court in R v Hughes (2013) revisited and defined legal causation. 

4 In basic terms, explain the term novus actus interveniens. 

5 Discuss the ‘thin skull rule’. 

6 How did the courts differ in their judgments in Cheshire and Jordan? 

Extension activity:  
7 What is meant by an ‘operating’ and ‘substantial cause’ of death? 

8 D stabs V in the toe. V refuses to go to hospital. As a result, V dies. Who caused the death?  

Task 2: The scope of causation 

Look at the text below and complete the missing words:  

Where a consequence must be proved, the ___________ must show that the defendant’s conduct 

was the ________ cause of that consequence, in other words on the facts they caused the death.  

The legal cause of that consequence is based on the facts their __________ contribution was 

significant.  

Factual causation looks at whether factually the ___________ caused the injury or death. ‘But for’ the 

defendant’s actions, the victim would not have suffered the injury. 

Factual causation, however, is not enough. There must be___________ causation, which looks at 

how much of a percentage contribution is caused by the defendant to the consequence. However, 

even when the court can establish both factual and legal causation, the defendant may be excused 

criminal liability if there is an independent intervening act. This is referred to in criminal law as a 

__________ actus interveniens. 

Task 3: Scenarios 

Consider the following three scenarios and discuss how causation may or may not be established. 

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 

Dr Adams, while treating a 

terminally ill patient, prescribes 

specific drugs to reduces her 

pain and suffering. However, in 

doing so, the patient dies. 

 

Connor ends his relationship 

with his girlfriend, Tahnee. 

She is not happy with this and 

goes to confront him at his 

house. It has been a snowy 

day and at the door she tries 

to punch him in the face. 

Connor grabs Tahnee and 

pushes her backwards to 

Martin is hitchhiking to a music 

festival and is picked up by 

Clare, a lorry driver. Clare is 

attracted to Martin. She pulls 

into a lay-by and tries to kiss 

him. Martin rejects her 

advances and jumps out of the 
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avoid further punches. Tahnee 

slips on the icy, snowy path 

and breaks her neck. 

 

lorry, breaking his hip as he 

lands.  

Five-minute lesson plan for terms of a contract 

The big picture Students are researching a new topic on 

causation: the common law’s rationale in 

justifying a link between action and injury/death. 

This is to be used in a short or long answer, 

multiple-choice or to help answer a scenario-type 

question.  

Objectives LO1: for students to develop an understanding 

of causation. 

LO2: for students to analyse the law in this area. 

LO3: to enable students to identify key cases in 

this area of law.  

LO4: for students to be able to apply this 

knowledge to a given scenario and conclude 

liability. 

AfL LO: for students to achieve their individual 

targets on this topic on their differentiated 

tracking sheets. 

Engagement Complete a wall display: pictogram on causation 

and the application of the law in practice. 

Complete a wall display: the key cases on 

causation. 

Add to the class exemplar folder. 

One-to-one demos. 

‘Stickability’ 5–10 key points on causation and its scope.  

ILAC or IDEA method of tackling scenario 

question: 

I: issues — what is happening? 

L: law — what is the law in such a situation? 

A: application — apply the definition to the 

scenario. 

C: conclusion — what does the candidate think? 
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Attainment for learning Use individual tracking sheet for sub-topics on 

causation. 

Students should know their minimum target 

grade and their aspiration grade and how to 

‘bridge the gap’.  

Learning episodes Task 1: demonstration/discussion (teacher led: 

key questions). What have we found out about 

causation and its cases? 

Task 2: demonstration/discussion. What are the 

missing words? 

Task 3: demonstration/discussion (teacher led: 

scenario question). What our research tells us 

about potential situations in relation to causation. 

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 

experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 
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