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Lesson plan 

The terms of a contract 

Craig Beauman 

Here, Craig Beauman encourages students to lead a session using ‘flipped-learning’ by exploring and 

analysing a point of law for AS or A Level.  

He also includes a teacher’s 5-minute lesson plan for the relevant class. 

Activity 
Students should get into three groups. Each group should be allocated one of the three tasks that 

follow. A carousel system can be used, or each group presents on an individual task to the other two 

groups. Each task is differentiated according to student ability. These tasks can be read in conjunction 

with Rowena Mudge’s article pp. 21–23. 

The terms of a contract: the context 

It would appear to the lay person that all parties to a contract would have read, understood and agreed 

to all terms of the contract that they were entering into. 

All contracts, whether oral or written, must contain ‘terms’. These are obligations that parties have 

agreed upon when willingly entering into a contract. However, difficulties can arise in establishing 

exactly what those terms of agreement were or the interpretations of them. 

A term will be incorporated into a contract if the injured party was aware or reasonable steps were 

taken to bring the term to their attention.  

In most contractual cases, terms are straightforward. For example, if I agree to sell a 2018 3.0 litre 

Mercedes-Benz car for £20,000, then the buyer would expect that they were buying a car of that 

description. If they bought the car on that basis and any of those facts were untrue then contract law, 

specifically the Consumer Rights Act 2015, will provide resolution to a dispute. 

An injured party to a contract will zero in on the apparent established terms, especially if there is a 

problem of fulfilment to the contract. In such cases, the courts are asked to sight ‘detached objectivity’, 

in other words asking the reasonable person what they would have taken the parties to have intended. 

Task 1: the key points in determining the terms of a contract 

Students in this group should answer the following questions: 

1 Describe what is meant by a ‘map of obligations’ in relation to incorporating terms into a 

contract? 

2 What is the difference between a term and a representation? 

3 Why were the cases of Oscar Chess v Williams (1957) and Dick Bentley v Harold Smith 

(1965) decided differently? 
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4 What is the basic rule of incorporation that was laid down in Olley v Marlborough Court (1949) 

and again in Thornton v Shoe Lane Parking (1971)? 

5 What is meant by an express term to a contract? 

6 In considering the express terms of a contract, define what is meant by a condition and the 

difference between that and a warranty. 

Extension activity:  
7 What is meant by an innominate term? 

8 How has the Consumer Rights Act 2015 helped in the incorporation of terms to a contract?  

Task 2: the scope of terms of a contract 

Look at the text below and complete the missing words:  

Generally, a statement made before a contract is formed will be defined as a ____________ and one 

incorporated into a contract is called a ___________. The latter will be incorporated into a contract if 

the affected/injured party was aware of it, or reasonable steps were taken to bring that point to the 

party’s attention. 

In the case of the Parole ____________ Rule, oral or other evidence prior to signing a contract will not 

be admitted in court to contradict or amend a written contract. However, the Consumer ____________ 

Act 2015 provides various exceptions.  

Not all terms in a contract are of equal importance. The difference is key when there is a breach of 

contract. If the term is a ____________, the injured party can affirm the contract and claim damages 

or repudiate the contract. If the term is a ____________ and there is a breach, the injured party can 

only claim damages.  

Under the Consumer ____________ Act 2015, terms are implied into a consumer contract and this is 

conclusive to a court.  

Task 3: scenarios 

Consider the following three scenarios and identify any actionable contracts under contract law in 

relation to terms of a contract.  

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 

Ali sees a car advertised by a 

professional car dealer in his 

local newspaper. The car is 

described as a ‘low mileage 

economic runner with a full 

yearly service history’. Ali buys 

the car, but six months later the 

engine blows up. A mechanic 

advises him the car has had a 

replacement engine and the 

mileage is five times that 

originally advertised and has not 

been serviced in years. 

Charlotte takes an expensive 

suit to a dry cleaner. She pays 

a lot of money for this service. 

She obtains a receipt when 

she leaves the suit. When she 

returns to pick up the suit, she 

is told that the suit is severely 

damaged and unwearable. 

The dry cleaner then says she 

cannot have a refund, nor 

seek compensation because 

the receipt contained a 

statement which refers 

Euan buys a microwave oven 

from a local electrical shop. 

The oven works perfectly fine 

for the first week. However, in 

the second week, the oven 

door jams shut and the oven 

won’t turn on.  
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Charlotte to a small notice 

stuck on the shop counter. 

The notice states: ‘We accept 

no liability for any loss or 

damage to clothes left at this 

dry cleaner. No refunds or 

compensation for any damage 

caused.’ 

Five-minute lesson plan: terms of a contract 

The big picture Students are researching a new topic on terms 

of a contract; the common law’s rationale; the 

2015 statutory guidance; and the law’s 

development in practice. This is to be used in a 

short or long answer, multiple-choice or to help 

answer a scenario type question. 

Objectives LO1: for students to develop an understanding 

of terms of contract. 

LO2: for students to analyse the law in this 

area. 

LO3: to enable students to identify key cases in 

this area of law.  

LO4: for students to be able to apply this 

knowledge to a given scenario and conclude 

liability. 

AfL LO: for students to achieve their individual 

targets on this topic on their differentiated 

tracking sheets. 

Engagement 

 

Complete wall displays: pictogram on terms of 

contract and the application of the law in 

practice. 

Complete a wall display: the key cases in terms 

of contract. 

Add to the class exemplar folder. 

1-2-1 demos. 

Stickability 5–10 key points on terms of contract and its 

scope. 

ILAC or IDEA method of tackling scenario 

question: 
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I = Issues: what's happening? For example, X 

punches Y, breaking his nose... 

L = Law: what is the law in such a situation? 

ABH? GBH? 

A = Application: apply the definition of ABH or 

GBH to the scenario. 

C = Conclusion: what does the candidate think 

— guilty or not guilty, and why? 

Attainment for learning 

  

Use individual tracking sheet for sub-topics on 

terms of contract. 

Students should know their minimum target 

grade and their aspiration grade and how to 

‘bridge the gap’. 

Learning episodes 

 

Task 1: demonstration/discussion (teacher led: 

Key Questions): what we have found out about 

terms of contract and its cases. 

Task 2: demonstration/discussion: what are the 

missing words? 

Task 3: demonstration/discussion (teacher led: 

scenario-based question): what our research 

tells us about potential situations in relation to 

terms of contract. 

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 

experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 
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