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Applying to study law at university
When applying to study law at university, there is a wide range 
of factors to consider and choices to make 

1 League tables
Law is a competitive area full of highly competitive 
individuals. Law students are therefore often 
concerned with the position of a university within 
a league table. League tables categorise the 
performance of universities based upon various 
factors such as how many students are satisfied 
with a course and quality of teaching. There are 
a number of reputable websites that outline the 
current ranking for UK universities in a general 
performance league table, but it is important to note 
that there are also league tables that specifically 
relate to the performance of a university in relation 
to its law programmes. An institution’s placing can 
differ significantly between the two, so it is worth 
undertaking a comparative exercise.

3 Compare and contrast
There is a wealth of information available on the 
internet beyond the traditional league tables. This 
will allow you to compare universities by various 
performance measures.

For example, www.whatuni.com allows you to select 
universities and compare them directly on the basis 
of measures such as the drop-out rate, employment 
rate, average graduate salary and male–female ratio 
of students.

The government website www.discoveruni.gov.uk 
also provides a wealth of information.

4 Just law?
While many aspiring lawyers take the direct law 
route, there are many combination courses on offer, 
for example law and French, law and sociology, and 
law and business. However, if you wish to qualify as 
either a solicitor or barrister after graduation then it 
is important to ensure that that the combined subject 
course is still a qualifying law degree (usually an LLB).

5 Do you want to study law?
If you are an aspiring lawyer but also maintain an 
interest in another academic area, it is possible to 
undertake a non-law undergraduate course and then 
complete a 1-year conversion, known as a Graduate 
Diploma in Law, which gives you equivalent status 
to an LLB degree. This is not a barrier to successful 
employment or practice, and can help demonstrate 
your diverse skill set. However, it is worth noting that 
this will add a further year to your studies, potentially 
accruing more debt.

2 The course
Law courses (LLBs) can vary significantly between 
institutions. All law courses comprise seven core 
modules in order to achieve qualifying status:

■■ criminal law

■■ law of torts

■■ law of contract

■■ land law (property law)

■■ equity and trusts

■■ constitutional and administrative law

■■ European Union law

Some universities add additional compulsory units on 
top of these. The remainder of your study programme 
will be made up of optional units, sometimes called 
‘electives’, and the availability and variety will vary by 
institution. Examples of optional units include animal 
law, law and gender, military law and family law.

7 Alternative routes
There are non-mainstream routes available if you do 
not want to attend a typical university. For example, 
you can complete an LLB via distance learning through 
the Open University. There is also the University of 
Law, which is spread over eight cities and specialises 
in law-related qualifications. It offers a variety of 
learning methods that are suited to those not wanting 
to undertake a traditional university route.

8 Apprenticeship options
There are a wide variety of apprenticeship 
qualifications for those wanting a career in law 
without the intensive university study and spiralling 
debt. A number of larger solicitor firms are now 
offering the Level 7 6-year solicitor apprenticeship, 
which is an attractive option for high-achieving 
A-level students.

9 The legal executive option
Another alternative route into the legal profession is to 
study with the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives 
(CILEx). The institute offers a series of qualifications that 
can be studied alongside qualifying employment to gain 
chartered legal executive status, a job role similar to that 
of a solicitor.

10 Do your research
The decision about how to progress your legal studies 
is not one that can be made quickly. It is important 
that you use the wide range of information available to 
inform your decision-making process. While significant 
research is essential, nothing beats that gut feeling that 
you get when walking into the institution that is for you. 
Good luck in your search.

6 Where to study?
As well as choosing which course to go for, you also 
need to consider factors like location, transport links, 
closeness to home, facilities and whether you would 
prefer to attend a city or campus university. There are 
a range of pros and cons for the various options, but 
these choices usually depend on individual preference.
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