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Lesson plan 

Non-fatal offences 
Craig Beauman 

This lesson plan and activities should be used in conjunction with the poster on pp. 16–17 of the 
magazine. 

The big picture Students are researching a new topic on non-
fatal offences against the person (NFOAP). 
While there are definitions, they are not clear 
and precise. This topic can be used in short- or 
long-answer, multiple-choice or scenario-based 
questions  

Objectives LO1: for students to develop an understanding of 
NFOAP and their complicated definitions 

LO2: for students to analyse NFOAP and their 
complicated definitions 

LO3: to enable students to identify key reasons 
for the reform of NFOAP and their complicated 
definitions 

LO4: for students to be able to apply this 
knowledge to a given scenario and conclude 
liability 

AfL LO: for students to achieve their individual 
targets on this topic on their differentiated 
tracking sheets 

Engagement Complete wall displays: flow chart on NFOAP 
and their definitions 

Complete a wall display: NFOAP and their 
complicated definitions 

Add to the class exemplar folder 

One-to-one demos 

Stickability 5–10 key points on each NFOAP and the 
complicated definitions 

ILAC or IDEA method of tackling scenario 
question  
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Attainment for learning Use individual tracking sheet for sub-topics on 
NFOAP and their complicated definitions 

Students should know their minimum target 
grade and their aspiration grade and how to 
‘bridge the gap’  

Learning episodes Task 1: demonstration/discussion (teacher-led: 
key questions) — what have we found out about 
NFOAP and their complicated definitions? 

Task 2: demonstration/discussion (student-led) 
— what are the missing words? 

Task 3: demonstration/discussion (teacher-led: 
scenario-based question) — what does our 
research tell us about potential implications of 
ss.20/18 injuries? 

Differentiation Support students: 

Grade A*/A, C/D and E/U — add to exemplar 
folder on topic 

Absenteeism/reluctance to engage etc.   

Male/female attitudes to human rights and their 
restrictions and application 

Refer to individual target sheets 

Tasks within tasks (e.g. engagement through 
unforeseen questions or points raised) 

Activity 
Divide students into three groups. Each group should be allocated one of the three tasks that follow. A 
carousel system can be used, or each group presents on an individual task to the other two groups. 
The tasks can be performed in conjunction with the poster ‘Compare and contrast: Non-fatal offences’. 

Context 
Is the law around non-fatal offences nothing more than a rag-bag Pandora's box of ill-defined, part 
statute, part common law-driven outmoded and outdated injurious offences? 

It may seem unbelievable that the main laws relating to some of the most common criminal offences, 
those of non-fatal offences against the person, have their ‘current’ statutory origins in 1861. It may be 
that the nature of an injury, intentionally or recklessly caused or inflicted by another, has been the 
same since the dawn of time: a knife wound is a knife wound and a punch is a punch etc. However, 
the complication has been where the criminal law has translated such transgressions into definitions 
and ultimately into convictions.  

Convictions for the most basic, least injurious non-fatal offences (assault and battery) in England and 
Wales number some 100,000 prosecutions each year. For more serious, more violent offences, 
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prosecutions number some 26,000 each year. Further criticisms suggest that the offences are not 
classified into seriousness, the mental element (mens rea) is not clearly defined in many cases and 
the language is often archaic and obscure. 

Task 1: questions 
The non-fatal offences cover a vast range of injuries, from threatening another person up to borderline 
death.  

Students in this group should answer the following questions: 

1 What is the actus reus and mens rea of assault? Where are the definitions found? 

2 What is the actus reus and mens rea of battery? Where are the definitions found? 

3 What is the actus reus and mens rea of actual bodily harm? Where are the definitions found? 

4 What is the actus reus and mens rea of s.20 Offences Against the Person Act? How has the 
common law assisted in the definition of this offence? 

5 What is the actus reus and mens rea of s.20 Offences Against the Person Act? How has the 
common law assisted in the definition of this offence? 

Extension activity 
In 2015 the Law Commission made clear recommendations to improve the definitions of non-fatal 
offences. What were the Law Commission’s recommended new offences? 

Task 2: current definitions 
Complete the missing words.  

The actus reus of assault is any act that makes the ________ apprehend the immediate infliction of 
unlawful force. Words alone could be enough, or a silent phone call (Ireland, 1998). In _______ (1997) 
letters sent by a stalker were interpreted as clear threats and there was 'fear of violence at some time 
not excluding the immediate future'. Words can also negate assault (_________ v _______, 1669). 
The mens rea is __________ to create this apprehension of unlawful force or subjective recklessness 
(Cunningham, 1957). 

The actus reus of battery is the application of unlawful force. Any unlawful physical contact is 
technically battery. There is no need to prove harm or pain. A mere touch can be sufficient, e.g. 
tickling or kissing. Battery can be ________. In DPP v K (1990) the act of putting acid in a hot-air hand 
dryer so that it injured someone was battery. The mens rea of battery is intention or subjective 
(________, 1957) recklessness as to whether unlawful force will be applied (Venna, 1975). 

Under s.____ of the 1861 Act, actual bodily harm (ABH) is defined as ‘any assault occasioning actual 
bodily harm’. The actus reus is either assault or battery plus actual bodily harm. In ______ (1954) ABH 
includes ‘any ____ or injury _______ to interfere with health or comfort’. It has to be more than 
'transient or trifling'. ABH can include __________ injury, but in Chan-Fook (1994) it was said that 
psychiatric injury ‘does not include mere emotions such as fear or distress or panic’. There must be 
‘some identifiable clinical condition’. Only the mens rea for _______ or _______ is needed. 
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Task 3: scenarios 
Consider the following three scenarios. Discuss the appropriate serious non-fatal offence. 

Scenario 1  Scenario 2 Scenario 3: Article 11 
(association) 

Clare has been dumped by her 
boyfriend, Darren. Clare is 
unhappy with this and texts him 
20–30 times a day. Darren blocks 
her number, but Clare turns up at 
his house each night after college 
demanding they become 
boyfriend and girlfriend again. 
Darren becomes so anxious and 
upset that he is unable to leave 
the house and is prescribed 
medication from his doctor as a 
result 

John has been bought an air 
pistol for his birthday. At his 
birthday party in his house, he 
points the pistol into the air and 
fires the pistol. The pellet 
ricochets from the ceiling and 
hits his friend Ian in the eye. 
Ian has to go to hospital, where 
his eye is so damaged that it 
has to be removed 

Matilda’s friend, Chloe, has 
posted several negative 
comments on a social media 
website about Matilda. One of 
the comments infuriates 
Matilda so much that at school 
hockey practice, Matilda takes 
her hockey stick and smashes 
it repeatedly over Chloe’s 
head. Chloe is taken to hospital 
with a fractured skull and is in a 
coma for 2 weeks 

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by 
subject experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 


