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Lesson plan 

Juries 
Craig Beauman 

This lesson plan and activities should be used in conjunction with the articles on pp. 8–13. 

The big picture Students are researching a new topic on the work, selection, 
exclusion/deferral and role of juries. This is to be used in short- or long-
answer, multiple-choice or scenario-type questions.  

Learning 
objectives 

LO1: for students to develop an understanding of the work of juries. 

LO2: for students to analyse the selection of juries. To understand the 
rationale of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and its impact. 

LO3: to enable students to identify key grounds for exclusion for jury 
members.  

LO4: for students to be able to apply this knowledge to a given scenario and 
conclude liability. 

AfL LO: for students to achieve their individual targets on this topic on their 
differentiated tracking sheets. 

Engagement Complete wall displays: flow chart on the qualification, exclusion and deferral 
reasons for juries. 

Complete a wall display: the work of juries. 

Add to the class exemplar folder. 

One-to-one demos. 

Stickability 5–10 key points on types of exclusion and deferral.  

8–10 key points on the work of juries. 

ILAC or IDEA method of tackling scenario question. 

Attainment for 
learning 

Use individual tracking sheet for subtopics on juries. 

Students should know their minimum target grade and their aspiration grade 
and how to ‘bridge the gap’. 

Learning episodes Task 1: demonstration/discussion (teacher-led: key questions) — what have 
we found out about the work of juries?  

Task 2: demonstration/discussion (student led: appeals) — what are the 
missing words? 

Task 3: demonstration/discussion (teacher led: scenario-based question) — 
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what does our research tell us about potential exclusions? 

Differentiation Support students: 

Grade A*/A; C/D and E/U — add to exemplar folder on topic. 

Absenteeism/reluctance to engage etc. 

Male/female attitudes to elements of the definition of duty of care and their 
changes and application.  

Refer to individual target sheets. 

Task within tasks (e.g. engagement through unforeseen questions or points 
raised). 

Activity 
Students should get into three groups. Each group should be allocated one of the three tasks that 
follow. A carousel system can be used, or each group presents on an individual task to the other two 
groups. The tasks can be read in conjunction with Peter Blood’s article, ‘Juries: what you need to 
know’. 

Context 
There are few jury trials in England and Wales when compared with the number of criminal trials. Only 
around 1% of all criminal trials are heard by a judge and jury. The vast majority are heard by lay 
magistrates in summary or triable-either-way offences. 

Upon appointment, jurors must swear an oath, or affirm, that they will ‘faithfully try the defendant and 
give a true verdict according to the evidence.’ Despite criticisms, juries continue to perform an 
important lay function in the criminal courts, and like lay magistrates, the criminal system is averse to 
having juries completely replaced by any other method of resolution. 

Task 1: the work of juries 
Students in this group should answer the following questions: 

1 In what type of criminal trial must a jury sit, i.e. the classification of offence?  

2 List five types of criminal offence that would be heard by a jury. 

3 In which criminal court are jury trials heard?  

4 In what circumstances might a jury be discharged and a criminal trial be heard by a judge 
sitting alone?  

5 Jury service is described as a ‘civic duty’. What does this mean? 

6 How many people sit on a criminal jury? 

Extension activity 
7 Explain the fundamental responsibility of a jury. 

8 You have been summoned to sit on a jury. List five problems that you could encounter, for 
example, the disruption to your personal life. 

9 Which Acts governs the selection of juries? 
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Task 2: the selection of juries 
Before the Criminal ________ Act 2003, there were many types of persons who could avoid jury 
service. Indeed, it was thought that many professions, such as lawyers or the police, were 
inappropriate and should not sit on juries due to a conflict of __________. Other professions were 
rarely seen on juries due to business or professional reasons such as doctors or surgeons. Therefore, 
the ranks of the traditional ‘middle classes’ were seldom represented on juries leaving those from the 
more traditional ‘_________ classes’ being represented in disproportionate numbers, such as those 
from manual trades.  

The 2003 Act removed almost all of these excluded or restricted categories, in practice those persons 
who had previously avoided jury service. Certain categories of avoidance remained, such as those 
with mental _________ and more serious types of criminal _________. 

Under the ________ Act 1974, a person is qualified to perform jury service if they are at least 18 and 
under 76 on the day that they start their jury service (the upper age limit was raised from under 71 on 
1 December 2016), and are registered as a parliamentary or local government elector and have lived 
in the ________ _________ for any period of at least 5 years since they were _________ years old. 

Task 3: you are the Jury Central Summoning Bureau (JCSB) 
Consider the following individuals who have been selected for jury service. Are they eligible to serve 
on a jury, or are the excluded?   

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3 

Adrian is 25 and suffers from 
depression. He has had several 
periods of absence from work due 
to depression. As a consequence, 
he has had suicidal thoughts, of 
which he has received some 
counselling through his doctor. 

Bianca is 32 and is registered 
as deaf. 

Charly is 65. When she was 
30, she was sentenced to 5 
years imprisonment for fraud. 
She maintained her innocence 
throughout her time in prison. 
She was released after serving 
half of her sentence on the 
grounds of good behaviour and 
statutory requirements. 

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 


