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19,364
magistrates in England 

and Wales

The legal system in 2015
 law in numbers

Giles Bayliss is head of law at Queen Elizabeth 
Sixth Form College, Darlington and a member of 
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15,716
practising barristers  

in England and  
Wales

11.5%
BME

35%
female

80%
self-employed  
(i.e. working in 

chambers)

3% sole  
practitioners

17%
employed

404
barristers’ chambers 

in England  
and Wales

130,382
practising solicitors in 
England and Wales

83.5%
conviction rate across  

all courts

3,238
full-time and part-time 
judges in England and  
Wales (not including  

tribunal judges)

2,004
full-time and part-time  

tribunal judges

62,844
female

53%
female

9.4%
BME

2.6%
under 40

11%
under 50

29%
under 60

25,325
employed outside 
private practice

5,001
trainee solicitors 

commencing  
training contracts 

(2014)

84.2%
in the Magistrates’ 

Court

79%
in the Crown  

Court

348,000
jury summonses  
issued (2014)

16,120
students graduating  
with a law degree  

(2014)

£2 billion
the annual legal aid  
budget for England  

and Wales 

85,741
adult prison  
population

1,625
QCs (Queen’s Counsel)  

in England and  
Wales

215
female

102
BME (2014)

9,542
solicitors’ firms  
in England and  

Wales

59
average age of 

magistrates

4%
with a declared 

disability

240
Magistrates’ Courts  

in England  
and Wales

57
Magistrates’ 
Courts to be 

closed

25%
female (55% of  

under-40s)

57%
sentences for  

6 months or less

12%
sentences for  
over 3 years

67%
former solicitors 7%

BME (12% of  
under-50s, 2.5% of 

over-60s)

33%
former barristers

17,831
BME

64%
former  

barristers

3,953
female

9.5%
BME

36%
former  

solicitors

44%
female

90,306
in private  
practice

This poster is relevant to AQA AS Unit 1 (law making 
and the legal system), OCR AS Unit G151 (English 
legal system) and WJEC LA1 (understanding legal 
values, structures and processes) and LA2 (understanding 
legal reasoning, personnel and methods).
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