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Key cases for jury equity 
Giles Bayliss 

Charvet and Ridout (2001) 
The	  two	  environmental	  protestors	  were	  acquitted	  of	  causing	  £5,000	  of	  criminal	  damage	  to	  a	  crop	  of	  
genetically	  modified	  maize	  under	  trial	  at	  a	  farm	  in	  Herefordshire	  in	  August	  2000.	  	  A	  jury	  at	  Worcester	  
Crown	  Court	  heard	  that	  they	  cut	  down	  the	  maize	  before	  it	  flowered	  to	  prevent	  cross-‐pollination	  of	  
non-‐GM	  crops.	  They	  argued	  that	  they	  acted	  according	  to	  conscience	  and	  that	  having	  tried	  to	  halt	  the	  
trial	  by	  other	  means	  they	  resorted	  to	  direct	  action.	  

James and Wenham (2000)  
In 2000 two anti-nuclear protesters, Rosie James and Rachel Wenham, were acquitted of criminal 
damage. James and Wenham were prosecuted after spraying slogans (‘Death Machine’ and ‘Illegal’) 
on the nuclear submarine HMS Vengeance at the naval dockyard in Barrow-in-Furness in February 
1999. They were also accused of damaging equipment attached to the submarine (the jury failed to 
reach a verdict on this charge). In 2001 Boyes and Wright were acquitted in similar circumstances. 

Edmonton Incinerator (2001)  
In 2001 five Greenpeace activists were acquitted on charges of criminal damage after occupying the 
Edmonton incinerator, north London. The protest lasted 4 days and led to a shutdown of the plant.  
The jury at Wood Green Crown Court acquitted the defendants after the defendants argued the 
incinerator broke pollution limits and risked causing birth defects, cancer, respiratory problems and 
premature deaths.  They argued that their protest was designed to stop the incinerator owners from 
committing a crime, a claim the jury accepted. 

Colin Davies (1999) 
Colin Davies was prosecuted for cultivating, possessing and supplying cannabis after police found 
plants and equipment at his home in Stockport.  Davies was a founder member of a cooperative 
organisation that grew and supplied cannabis to its members to alleviate pain. The jury at Manchester 
Crown Court acquitted him after it heard how he began to grow the drug after a serious spinal injury 
and the devastating side effects of conventional treatment. 

Alan Blythe (1998) 
Alan Blythe was acquitted of three charges relating to the cultivation and supply of cannabis by a jury 
at Warrington Crown Court after hearing he feared his wife might commit suicide if she did not have 
the drug to alleviate her condition. His wife suffered from multiple schlerosis (MS) and conventional 
drugs had proved ineffective in managing her condition. Blythe sought to raise the defence of duress 
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of circumstances (also argued in Biezanek) and the jury was presented with research from trials 
conducted at Aberdeen University on the effects of cannabis in relieving MS symptoms. 


