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Judges in the 
courts hierarchy

Andrew Mitchell is an editor of 
A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW and head of law at 
Kingsbury High School.
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Lord Chief Justice
The most senior judge in the UK: the 
head of an independent judiciary, 
following the Constitutional Reform 
Act 2005, and President of the Court of 
Appeal (Criminal Division). Lord Thomas 
is the current Lord Chief Justice. When 
he sits to hear criminal appeals he will 
wear a black silk gown and wig. Salary: 
£239,845.

President of the 
Supreme Court
The head of the UK’s highest domestic 
appeal court, the Supreme Court. Lord 
Neuberger is the current President. 
Salary: £214,165.

Justices of the 
Supreme Court
The judges that hear civil and criminal 
appeals in the UK’s most senior court. 
The justices do not wear court dress — 
just formal business clothing — and have 
given permission for barristers to appear 
without robes and wig if they wish. They 
wear gold and black robes on ceremonial 
occasions. Salary: £206,857.

Andrew Mitchell provides a spotter’s guide to the judges found in the courts at all 
levels of the English legal system

Senior President 
of Tribunals
The head of the judges in the UK 
Tribunals Service. Formal business 
clothing worn, but no robes or gown. 
Sir Jeremy Sullivan is the current holder 
of this post. Salary: £199,583.

How to address judges
• Senior judges in the High Court and above are addressed in court as ‘My Lord/Lady’.

• Circuit judges and recorders should be addressed as ‘Your Honour’.

• All other judges should be addressed as ‘Sir/Madam’.

The hierarchy of courts, and seniority of judges, is also vital to an understanding of binding 
judicial precedent — in short, the senior courts bind all lower courts.

Master of the Rolls
The President of the Court of Appeal 
(Civil Division) and Head of Civil Justice. 
In court the Master of the Rolls wears a 
black robe with gold tabs and no wig. 
Lord Dyson is the current holder of this 
judicial post. Salary: £214,165.

Chancellor of the 
High Court
The head of the Chancery Division of 
the High Court and Deputy Head of Civil 
Justice. In court the Chancellor wears 
a black robe with gold tabs and no 
wig. Sir Terence Etherton is the current 
Chancellor. Salary: £206,857.

President of the 
Family Division
The President of the Family Division 
and Head of Family Justice. In court the 
President of the Family Division wears a 
black robe with gold tabs and no wig. 
Sir James Munby is the current President. 
Salary: £206,857.

President of the 
Queen’s Bench 
Division
The President of the Queen’s Bench 
Division (QBD) is also the Deputy Head of 
Criminal Justice, working closely with the 
Lord Chief Justice. In court the President 
of the QBD will wear a black silk gown 
and wig. Sir Brian Leveson is the current 
holder of this post. Salary: £206,857.

Lords Justices of 
Appeal
These judges hear appeal cases in the 
civil and criminal divisions of the Court 
of Appeal. In criminal cases they wear 
a black silk gown and wig. In civil cases 
they wear a black gown with gold tabs 
but no wig. Salary: £196,707.

High Court judges
These judges may hear first instance 
(trial) and appeal cases in the three 
divisions of the High Court, sit on 
panels for some appeals in the Court of 
Appeal and sit to hear the most serious 
Crown Court trials. They are most easily 
identified in criminal cases by their red 
robes. In civil cases they wear a black 
robe with red tabs or a black silk gown 
and wig in the Court of Appeal.  
Salary: £173,753.

Circuit judges
These judges hear criminal cases in 
the Crown Court and civil cases in 
the County Court. Circuit judges can 
be identified by their violet robes, 
accompanied by a red sash in criminal 
cases and a lilac sash in civil cases. They 
only wear wigs for criminal cases.  
Salary: £128,296.

Recorders
These judges work part time, hearing 
criminal cases in the Crown Court and 
civil cases in the County Court. They tend 
to wear a black barrister’s gown in court 
and a wig in criminal cases.

District judges
These judges hear the bulk of civil cases 
in the County Court at the lowest tier  
of the judicial hierarchy. When dealing 
with a case in court they wear a black 
robe with blue tabs, but no wig.  
Salary: £102,921.

District judges 
(Magistrates’ 
Courts)
These judges sit to hear the most 
complex cases in the Magistrates’ Courts 
(though the bulk of work in these courts 
is heard by volunteer lay magistrates). 
DJMCs wear formal business clothing in 
court. Salary: £102,921.

Tribunal judges
These judges hear cases brought to 
First Tier and Upper Tier Tribunals, often 
sitting on panels with lay members. 
Tribunal judges wear formal business 
clothing in court. Salary for First Tier 
judges: £102,921.
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Sir Brian Leveson, 
President of the 
Queen’s Bench 
Division


