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Current challenges to the jury 
system 
Giles Bayliss 

Perhaps the greatest threat to the jury system is the use of the internet and social media by jurors. 

Joanne Fraill 
In 2011 juror Joanne Fraill was jailed for 8 months after using Facebook to exchange messages with 
one of the defendants in her case and also using the internet to research another defendant. This was 
the first case in which a juror was prosecuted in relation to such conduct. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/8580604/Facebook-contempt-case-juror-
jailed-for-eight-months.html 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2011/dec/09/jurors-tempted-to-go-online 

Theodora Dallas 
The following year, Theodora Dallas was jailed for 6 months for carrying out internet research on a 
defendant and sharing the information with her fellow jurors. 

http://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/jan/23/juror-contempt-court-online-research 

The Lord Chief Justice said that Dallas had ignored the clear instructions of the trial judge not to 
undertake any such research and breached her oath as a juror: 

‘The damage to the administration of justice is obvious... . Misuse of the internet by a juror is always a 
most serious irregularity and an effective custodial sentence is virtually inevitable.’ 

Davey and Beard 
In July 2013 two jurors in separate cases were imprisoned for 2 months for contempt of court. Their 
case was heard in the High Court by Sir John Thomas (President of the Queen’s Bench Division) and 
Mr Justice Sweeney. 

• Kasijm Davey posted about his case on Facebook. According to the High Court judges, the 
language used suggested ‘he would use his prejudices in deciding the case’. He was 
discharged by the judge and the trial continued without him. 

• Joseph Beard performed an internet search to find out additional information about the 
defendants in a fraud case. 

According to Sir John Thomas: 
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‘…every attempt is made to try and warn jurors not to use the internet or social sites for any purpose in 
relation to the case... . They have done this so that no juror can subsequently claim that he or she did 
not understand what they should not do and what the consequences might be…’ 

Dominic Grieve, the attorney general who brought the case (and those against Fraill and Dallas), 
warned of the dangers of internet research: 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/10210466/Jurors-who-research-cases-on-internet-cause-
absolute-chaos-Attorney-General-says.html 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/two-jurors-convicted-for-internet-use 

Find out more  
Professor Cheryl Thomas (University College London) is currently conducting research into various 
aspects of the jury system. She has found that 1% of jurors use the internet to view the crime scene 
(using Streetview or similar applications) and another 1% research information about people involved 
in the case. She also found that 3% use social media to discuss their experiences of jury service. 
Perhaps most interestingly, Thomas found that 83% of jurors wanted more guidance about how to 
conduct their deliberations in the jury room: 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/news/news-articles/0513/150513-jury-profect-internet-use-cheryl-thomas 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/10060830/Quarter-of-jurors-broke-rules-on-
using-internet-to-research-trial.html 

Tasks 
1 Sir John Thomas (soon to be the Lord Chief Justice) has said he will consult on whether 
written guidance should be given in all cases to jurors on the use of the internet. 

Do you think that this would deter jurors from carrying out private research? 

2 Having read the materials above, note down the reasons why internet research and the use of 
social media should be banned. 


