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Extension 

First World War: watch, read, visit 
Giles Bayliss 

Films depicting the First World War 
Testament of Youth (2015) — the film version of Vera Brittain's autobiography. Acclaimed for its 
description of the impact of the war on British society.  

Coward (2012) — a short film (30 minutes) depicting the plight of Irish soldiers and the injustice of the 
court martial system. 

War Horse (2011) and Private Peaceful (2012) — films adapted from the stories by Michael Morpurgo.  

Beneath Hill 60 (2010) — an Australian film telling the story of a company of soldiers attempting to 
tunnel under German trenches on the eve of the Battle of Messines in 1917. 

A Very Long Engagement (2004) — an adaptation of the 1991 novel by Sebastien Japrisot, which 
chronicles a young woman's search for her missing fiancé. 

Joyeux Noel (2005) — an award-winning film (in English, French and German) about the Christmas 
truce of December 1914. 

Hedd Wyn (1992) — a film about the Welsh poet Ellis Evans, killed at Passchendaele in July 1917 
(Welsh with English subtitles). 

All Quiet on the Western Front (1979) — based on the 1929 novel by Erich Maria Remarque, a 
German veteran of World War 1. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_World_War_I_films 

Novels  
Barker, P. (1991) Regeneration — the first of three novels in the Regeneration trilogy (the others being 
the Eye in the Door and Ghost Road). The novel explores the impact of war on the lives of a group of 
officers being treated for shell shock at the Craiglockhart Hospital in Edinburgh. 

Foden, G. (2004) Mimi and Toutou Go Forth — depicting the war in east Africa and the strange and 
comic tale of a 1915 naval expedition to retake German controlled Lake Tanganyika.  

Graves, R. (1929) Good-Bye to All That — an autobiographical account of the author’s early life and 
experiences as an officer in the war. 

Faulks, S. (1993) Birdsong — acclaimed novel moving between three distinct periods of time. It 
centres on the story of Stephen Wraysford before and during the war and attempts by his 
granddaughter 60 years later to find out about his experiences. 

Brittain, V. (1933) Testament of Youth — memoir of the author’s life between 1900 and 1925, recently 
adapted as a film of the same name starring Alicia Vikander and Kit Harington. 
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Brodick, W. (2008) A Whispered Name — a story that seeks to uncover the truth about the court 
martial of an Irish soldier shot for desertion and the role played by one particular officer, who later 
enters the priesthood. 

Useful websites 
Visit the Imperial War Museum in London, Manchester or Duxford or view their extensive online 
resources at http://www.iwm.org.uk/  

The First World War Centenary website http://www.1914.org/  

BBC resources: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/0/ww1/ 

Government information and resources: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/first-world-war-centenary 

Parliament resources: 
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/parliament-and-the-first-world-war/  

Royal British Legion: http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary  

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 


