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Weblinks 

Reforming the magistracy 
Giles Bayliss 

Video and audio resources 
Max Chambers from the Policy Exchange explains why ex-offenders should be allowed to sit in newly 
created specialist courts dealing with drug- and drink-related offences: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-25735859 

BBC News clip on reform of magistracy (February 2014): http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-26285058 

‘Modernising the magistracy’ (March 2014) — a video recording of a speech by Damien Green MP, 
minister of state for policing, criminal justice and victims, and also Richard Monkhouse, chair of the 
Magistrates’ Association, on the future direction of the magistracy, followed by a question and answer 
session hosted by the Policy Exchange:  
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/modevents/item/modernising-the-magistracy-with-rt-hon-damian-
green-mp  

2014 reports 
Transform Justice 
‘Magistrates: representatives of the people?’ (February 2014): 
 http://transformjustice.org.uk/main/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Transform-Justice_Magistrates-
Feb14-report2.pdf 

‘Managing magistrates’ courts — has central control reduced local accountability?’ (May 2013): 
http://transformjustice.org.uk/main/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Managing_magistrates_courts.pdf 

Policy Exchange 
‘Future Courts: A new vision for summary justice’, (February 2014): 
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/images/publications/future%20courts.pdf  

Guardian article on proposals to reform the magistracy (March 2014): 
http://www.theguardian.com/law/2014/mar/25/magistrates-restricted-10-year-term-bid-increase-
diversity  

Howard League for Penal Reform 
‘Judged by peers? The diversity of lay magistrates in England and Wales’ (June 2014): 
http://www.icpr.org.uk/media/37787/HLWP_6_2014.pdf 

Politeia 
‘Magistrates Work! Restoring Local Justice’ explores the impact of court closures (from 330 courts in 
2009 to 240 in 2014) and other reforms to the magistracy which it says ‘threaten the fundamental 
rights of access to justice and to a fair trial before an independent court’. It notes that the loss of local 



 

2 

 

Philip Allan Publishers © 2015 

courts has undermined the potential deterrent effect of cases being dealt with in the local community 
and the general lack of publicity that surrounds many cases — now heard some considerable distance 
from the place in which an offence is committed.  The report discusses the steps that can be taken to 
restore local justice while also reducing the running costs of the courts:  
http://www.politeia.co.uk/publications/publication-magistrates-work-restoring-local-justice  

Magistrates’ Association 
‘Active, Accessible, Engaged — The Magistracy in the 21st Century’ (May 2012): 
http://www.magistrates-
association.org.uk/dox/association%20views/magistracy%20in%20the%2021c.pdf 

Government 
Latest statistics on the magistracy: 
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/publications/judicial-diversity-statistics-2014/  

Sentencing activity 
Try the 15 sentencing exercises on the Magistrates' Association website. You can click to reveal the 
answers: http://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/about-magistrates/try-your-hand-at-sentencing/ 

There is also a link to the interactive sentencing guide ‘You be the Judge’, developed by the Ministry 
of Justice. These are well worth watching and cover eight different scenarios, ranging from criminal 
damage to murder. Some of these are dealt with in the Magistrates' Court and others in the Crown 
Court: http://ybtj.justice.gov.uk/ 

Becoming a magistrate 
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about-the-judiciary/judges-career-paths/becoming-a-magistrate/  

http://www.magistrates-association.org.uk/about-magistrates/training/  

This resource is part of A-LEVEL LAW REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/lawreview 


