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10 years of A-LEVEL LAW 
REVIEW

In our first issue, Andrew Mitchell wrote that ‘the 
overall aim of the magazine is to provide useful, 
interesting, informative and up-to-date material for 
students and teachers of AS and A2 law’. 

Over these years, I think we can safely state that 
we have achieved these aims. We have included 
articles that have covered virtually all elements in 
the exam boards’ specifications. Every issue includes 
a comprehensive ‘Law updates’ section written by 
Craig Beauman, and we include many articles that 
have a clear examination focus. Every major change in 
the law, such as the replacement of the provocation 
defence by loss of control, has been the subject of 
major articles. Other article topics have included how 
to enter the legal profession and the value of studying 
A-level law.

We are delighted that so many law teachers have 
shown a willingness to contribute articles. I hope that 
in future even more teachers will be encouraged to 
contribute. 

Roll on the next 10 years!

Ian Yule, editorial board chairman

Legal system
We have covered many legal system topic areas, several of which have seen major 
changes during the last 10 years. The opening of the UK Supreme Court in 2009 not 
only created a major new court, but reignited the debate over the relationship between 
the judiciary and the other branches of government (Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 16–17 and  
Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 16–19). The coalition government’s spending cuts reduced the 
number of courts and the availability of legal aid and advice (Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 31–33 
and Vol. 7, No. 1, pp. 19–21). The setting up of the Judicial College in 2011 began a 
revolution in the way that the judiciary are trained (Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 22–25) and the 
Jackson reforms and ‘alternative business structures’ are changing the face of civil 
litigation and legal services respectively (Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 28–29).

Sources of law
The three main topic areas — Europe, legislation and 
precedent — have been extensively covered, often 
several times by different authors, so as to provide 
a variety of different perspectives and approaches. 
This is useful in topic areas where showing an 
understanding of such differences will make your 
answers stand out from the crowd.

Among the topics we have covered are the debate 
over parliamentary supremacy sparked by Jackson 
v HM Attorney General (2005) (Vol. 7, No. 1, pp. 
29–31), developments in judicial controls over 
delegated legislation (Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 18–20) and 
the ongoing debate over whether prisoners should 
be allowed to vote in general elections (Vol. 9, No. 3, 
pp. 2–5).

Concepts of law
There have been many stimulating and thought-provoking 
articles on such topics as fault, law and morality, judicial 
creativity and balancing conflicting interests. Two cases in 
the European Court of Human Rights — Dickson v UK (2007) 
and Evans v UK (2007) — have provided useful material 
with which to illustrate how judges balance conflicting 
interests (Vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 6–8). The 2011 summer riots 
in London and other UK cities provided the basis for some 
interesting discussion of the law and justice debate (Vol. 7, 
No. 2, pp. 2–6). The case of Stübing v Germany (2012) in 
the European Court of Human Rights provided thought-
provoking material to use when discussing the Hart vs Devlin 
(law and morality) debate (Vol. 9, No. 3, pp. 28–30). 

Substantive law
We have provided description and analysis of almost 
every relevant area. In criminal law, among the many 
changes that we have covered over the last 10 years 
are the new rules on diminished responsibility  
(Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 24–26 and Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 2–5) 
and the new statutory ‘loss of control’ partial defence 
to murder (Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 24–26; Vol. 6, No. 3,  
pp. 20–22 and Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 24–26). In tort 
law we have covered how vicarious liability has 
been thrown into play by the decision of the Court 
of Appeal (Civil Division) in JGE v Trustees of the 
Portsmouth RC Diocesan Trust (2012) (Vol. 8, No. 2, 
pp. 18–20). In contract law we have covered three 
recent cases that help to shed light on the often 
puzzling rules on offer and acceptance, ‘battle of the 
forms’ and incorporation of terms (Vol. 8, No. 1,  
pp. 28–30).
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