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Female legal pioneers 
Giles Bayliss 

1888 Eliza Orme 
Despite not belonging to either branch of the legal profession, Orme set up the first women's law 
office, dealing with matters such as patents, conveyancing and wills. In 1888 she became the first 
woman to be awarded a degree in law (from the University of London). She was also the first woman 
to apply (unsuccessfully) to sit the examinations set by the Law Society.  

1889 Letitia Walkington and 1890 Frances Gray 
Gained degrees in law from Trinity College, Dublin. 

1892 Cornelia Sorabji 
The first woman to study law at the University of Oxford. Went on to become India's first female lawyer 
and the first woman in the British empire to conduct a case.  

1901 Margaret Hall 
Applied to take the preliminary examinations set by the Scottish Society of Law Agents. Her 
application was rejected. She appealed to the Court of Sessions but it was held that she did not have 
a legal right to practise law. 

1903 Brenda Cave 
Applied to study at Gray's Inn in 1902. Her application was rejected. She appealed to a panel of seven 
judges but her case was rejected (Cave v Benchers of Gray's Inn, 1903). The ruling also applied to 
applications by Christabel Pankhurst and Ivy Williams. 

1906 Christabel Pankhurst 
In 1903 Pankhurst unsuccessfully applied for admission to Lincoln's Inn (to train as a barrister). In 
1906 she graduated with a first class degree in law from the University of Manchester. 

1913–14 Gwynneth Bebb, Karin Costelloe, Maud 
Crofts, Lucy Nettlefold  
All applied to sit the Law Society preliminary examinations but were rejected. Bebb was chosen to 
bring a test case seeking a declaration that women could enter the profession. 
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1920 Madge Easton Anderson 
Became the first woman to qualify as a solicitor in Scotland. 

1921 Frances Kyle and Averill Deverell 
Became the first women to be called to the Irish Bar.  Kyle came first in the Irish Bar examinations, 
Deverell became the first woman to practise.  

1922 Ivy Williams 
Qualified for a degree in law at Oxford in 1902 and was awarded a doctorate from the University of 
London in 1903. The first woman to be called to the English Bar. She opted not to practise but went on 
to lecture in law. 

1922 Helena Normanton 
Was the first woman to practise as a barrister. In 1949 Normanton and Rose Heilbron became the first 
women to be appointed King’s Counsel in England and Wales. 

1922 Carrie Morrison 
The first woman to become a solicitor. Three other women qualified shortly afterwards: Maud Crofts, 
Mary Pickup and Mary Sykes. 

1923 Margaret Kidd 
The first female advocate (barrister) in Scotland. In 1948 she became the first woman  n Britain to be 
appointed a King’s Counsel. 

1923 Agnes Twiston Hughes 
The highest-performing student in the Law Society examinations in 1923. 

1945 Sybil Campbell  
Became the first female judge in 1945 (a stipendiary magistrate, now known as a district judge).  

1962 Elizabeth Lane  
Became the first female County Court judge and first High Court judge in 1965. 

2004 Brenda Hale 
The most senior female judge in British legal history. Currently Deputy President of the Supreme Court 
(appointed to the House of Lords in 2004).  She became a High Court judge in 1994 and was only the 
second woman to be appointed to the Court of Appeal in 1999. 


