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Teaching notes 

Influences of the First World War 
John Sprague 

These notes will help you utilise this issue’s centre pages in class or for homework in terms of the 
theory of knowledge frameworks. 

Knowledge frameworks 
• Historical development: development of a subject after the First World War? 

• Scope/application: what is the nature of the AOKs’ information about the war? 

• Links to personal knowledge: what sorts of attitudes and beliefs about the war has our 
learning given us? 

Aims 
• Develop an interest in the diversity and richness of cultural perspectives and an awareness of 

personal and ideological assumptions. 

• Make connections between a critical approach to the construction of knowledge, the academic 
disciplines and the wider world. 

Learning objectives  
• Formulate, evaluate and attempt to answer knowledge questions. 

• Explore links between knowledge claims, knowledge questions, ways of knowing and areas of 
knowledge. 

• Explore a real-life/contemporary situation from a TOK perspective in the presentation. 

Visible thinking 
• Making decisions. 

• Activating prior knowledge. 

• Comparing with other ideas. 

• Communicating/sharing ideas. 

• Finding/researching and presenting information. 

Lesson plan 
Develop timings for your context. 
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1 Individually, students read through ‘Impacts of the First World War’ on pp. 20–21 (noting 
words that they don’t understand or ideas they never encountered) with the following question in mind: 

In what ways has the First World War shaped the modern world? 

2 In groups, students mind map ideas about how they have learned about the First World War 
(as opposed to what they know). What sources have they encountered in their learning?  

• In which of their classes has the First World War been ‘taught’?  

• What books have they read?   

• What news reports have they seen (including current reports about the centenary)? 

• To whom have they spoken?  What movies or television shows have they seen where the 
First World War plays a part?  

3 In groups, students use the mind mapping to develop a response to the following question: 

To what extent does the First World War have an influence on my life now? 

They might ask whether the effect is direct or indirect, ethical, academic (i.e. requires study). They 
should make their own choices about how to interpret the prompt and be prepared to talk about that 
choice. They might include comments on the reliability of the sources and the various disciplines 
(AOKs) represented by these sources. 

4 Groups feed back three points about how they have gained knowledge about the First World 
War and what effect they feel it has on them. 

Discussion points 
• How do the various sources of our learning about the First World War compare?   

• Are some more reliable than others?   

• Do they all try to teach facts about the war?   

• Are these facts all the same sorts of facts? (Some sources might teach dates and places, 
others might focus more on politics and wider world history, others might focus on experiences 
of individuals or try to give us our own experiences). 

• How might we categorise what we know and the AOKs involved in creating what we know as 
personal knowledge or shared knowledge of the First World War? Perhaps poetry, literature 
and art are attempting to create personal experiences for us, whereas history and geography 
utilise shared knowledge. Perhaps politics will incorporate both. 

Homework task 
1 Based on what you know, can you find other examples of the First World War’s influence 
extending beyond 1914–18? Start with your higher level subjects and research how the war might 
have influenced them. 

2 As a class, create a poster like the one in IB REVIEW, Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 20–21, which brings 
together a number of different approaches. Find relevant images that will illustrate your ideas. 

This resource is part of IB REVIEW, a magazine written for IB Diploma students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/ibreview 


