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Answers 

Quiz: Floods and flooding 
This short quiz could be used as a brief introductory activity to begin discussion about weather 
extremes or the possible impacts of global warming. It’s designed to help students understand 
weather extremes and generate discussion. The correct answers are given below, along with some 
additional information. 

The quiz accompanies the Centrepiece in GEOGRAPHY REVIEW Vol. 35, No. 4, but can also be used 
without reference to the Centrepiece. 

The Centrepiece graphic published by NOAA can be accessed here https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc 
in ‘Global Summary Information’ for past years. 

 

Answers 
1 The correct answer is C, 38°C, at Verkhoyansk in Siberia, Russia on 20 June 2020. It also holds 

the record for the lowest recorded temperature inside the Arctic circle, at -68°C in 1892. Its 
normal June temperature is a mean of 14°C.  

2 The correct answer is B. Hurricane Catarina, which caused around 10 deaths and $350 million in 
damage to coastal Brazil, is the only recorded hurricane in the South Atlantic. Waters here are 
usually too cool for hurricanes to form. 

3 The correct year is 2016 or 2020. NOAA analysis suggests 2016, whereas NASA analysis 
suggests 2020 and 2016 are tied as the warmest years. See: https://www.nasa.gov/press-
release/2020-tied-for-warmest-year-on-record-nasa-analysis-shows. 

4 The correct answer is D. On 5 December 2015, Honister Pass recorded 341 mm of precipitation 
in a 24-hour period. As context London’s average annual precipitation is 615 mm and 
Manchester’s 830 mm. 

5 The correct answer is B, Antarctica. This was a new record for a location (Argentina’s Esperanza 
Research Station) on the Antarctic continent up from the previous 17.5°C recorded in 2015. 

6 The correct answer is A, China. An average of 6–7 tropical cyclones (typhoons) make landfall in 
China every year. However, the Philippines (average 4–5) often experiences more significant 
impacts and more powerful tropical cyclones due to its oceanic location and warmer oceans. 

7 The correct answer is D, wildfires. This period is locally known as the ‘black summer’ and the 
widespread wildfires caused very high human, ecological and economic losses. See 
https://theconversation.com/australias-black-summer-of-fire-was-not-normal-and-we-can-prove-it-
172506 for a useful review. 
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8 The correct answer is B, heatwave. A ‘heat dome’ of dry, not high pressure air formed over 
northwest USA and western Canada in June–July 2021 with temperatures rising to 49°C in some 
areas. Infrastructure damage was widespread as were heat related fatalities. See: 
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/what-is-heat-dome-extreme-temperatures-pacific-northwest/. 

9 The correct answer is C, El Nino South Oscillation or ENSO. El Nino events occur every few 
years and last for a year or two, often followed by La Nina. ENSO causes airflow and ocean 
currents in the Pacific to weaken or reverse, leading to air pressure changes that influence 
drought, flooding and other hazards in the Pacific Basin but also in other parts of the world. 

10 The correct answer is A, Chile. The megadrought is speculated to be caused by ‘The Blob’ or 
‘Southern Blob’, an area of abnormally warm water between New Zealand and South America, 
which may be linked to global warming. 

This resource is part of GEOGRAPHY REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject experts. 
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