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Answers 

Quiz: Floods and flooding 
This short quiz could be used as a brief introductory activity at the start of a floods and flooding topic, 
or as a bit of fun at the start or end of a lesson. It’s designed to help students understand flooding and 
generate discussion. The correct answers are given below, along with some additional information.  

Answers 
1 The correct answer is B, 201. Floods are the most common natural disaster type with storms 

(tropical cyclones, depressions) the second most common. See the UNDRR annual summary for 
details and visuals: 

https://www.undrr.org/publication/2020-non-covid-year-disasters  

2 The correct answer is B, cubic metres per second (often shortened to ‘cumecs’ or simply ‘Q’). It is 
a measure of water volume passing a point in a given time.  

3 The correct answer is C, the Environment Agency. This is a government agency linked to 
DEFRA, but not part of it. It’s role in managing flood risk was carried out by the National Rivers 
Authority up to 1996. It has an annual budget of around £1.4 billion. 

4 The correct answer is B, sandstone. Sandstone is a permeable rock meaning water can infiltrate 
and flow through it. 

5 The correct answer is D, India and Bangladesh. You can find the full rankings here: 

https://files.wri.org/d8/s3fs-public/aqueduct_global_flood_risk_country_ranking_20150304.pdf 

WRI also have an online flood risk mapping tool called Aqueduct: https://tinyurl.com/2yyr35zc 

6 The correct answer is C, about £2 billion. See: 

https://ww3.rics.org/uk/en/journals/land-journal/bracing-the-uk-for-rising-flood-risk.html. 

7 The correct answer is A, interception. The removal of trees and other vegetation means water 
falls directly on the ground so interception is directly reduced. Infiltration could be indirectly 
reduced as with no trees, surface runoff is more likely. 

8 The correct answer is C, 2021. The July 2021 floods in Europe, which also affected parts of the 
UK, were a major natural disaster caused by persistent intense thunderstorms with 200mm+ of 
rain falling in 2 days in many places. The floods were widely connected to global warming 
increasing extreme weather risk in the media. 
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9 The correct answer is D, urbanisation. This process almost always increases flood risk because 
most urban surfaces are impermeable which increases surface runoff. Afforestation encourages 
interception and infiltration and retention basins store excess discharge temporarily. 

10 The correct answer is hydrograph, or storm hydrograph. 
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