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Answers 

Quiz: China today 
This short quiz could be used as a brief ‘so you think you know China?’ introductory activity or as a bit 
of fun at the start or end of a lesson. It’s designed to help students understand China’s current position 
in the world. The correct answers are given below, along with some additional information.  

Answers 
1 The correct answer is B, 6th. In 2000 the Chinese economy was smaller than both the UK and 

France. Using PPP GDP (Purchasing Power Parity) adjusted for costs of living China’s GDP in 
2021 was larger than the USA’s. 

2 The correct answer is A, $11,800 based on IMF data. This ranked China 76th in the world. As 
recently as the year 2000 Chinese GDP per capita was less than $1,000 per person per year.  

3 The correct answer is C, China. China manufactured 25 million cars in 2020, or 32% or global 
production. The next biggest manufacturer was the USA with just under 9 million. In 2000 China 
manufactured 2 million cars. 

4 The correct answer is B, 1949. In that year the CPC defeated the nationalist KMT (Kuomintang) 
to end the Chinese civil war. The KMT fled to Taiwan. The Chinese government in Beijing 
considers Taiwan to be part of China. 

5 The correct answer is B, 135. This was the largest number of any country. However, many of 
China’s largest companies are state-owned and not well known outside China. They often lack 
globally known brands. 

6 The correct answer is C, 1. China spans almost five geographical time zones but there is only 
one standard time (Beijing Time, UTC +8). Because of China’s large size this means that sunrise 
can be as late as 10 a.m. in some parts of China. The western region of Xinjiang uses UTC+6 in 
parallel with Beijing Time. 

7 The correct answer is D, 35%. Based on UN data for 2021 China’s population was estimated at 
1.41 billion (17.9% of the world) and India’s at 1.38 billion (17.5% of the world). Because of 
India’s faster population growth rate it is likely to be larger than China by 2030. 

8 The correct answer is B, HEP (Hydro-electric power). About 27% of China’s electricity is 
generated from renewable energy sources, with HEP by far the largest. China has more installed 
HEP, wind and solar power capacity than any other country.  

9 The correct answer is A, 69% using data from https://www.internetworldstats.com/, slightly above 
the overall world average and average within Asia (both around 65%). 
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10 The correct answer is B, Guangdong. With 126 million people it has a similar population to Japan. 
The province hosts the Pearl River Delta industrial and export region and it has the largest 
provincial economy with an annual GDP of around US$1.9 trillion – similar to the economy of 
Canada. Macau, population about 500,000, is the smallest province by population. 
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