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centrepiece new horizons

Water and development  in Zambia 
How does an NGO work to improve water security in a sub-Saharan country?
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Figure 1 Location map of Zambia
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Water stress
Zambia (Figure 1) experiences acute water 
shortages during the April–November dry 
season, and has suffered 30 years of below-
average rainfall. This water stress has both 
economic and health impacts. More than 
1,000 children under 5 die every year from 
diarrhoea. WaterAid Zambia was formed 
in 1994. The inclusion of water security as 
a Millennium Development Goal in 2000 
and a Sustainable Development Goal in 
2015 has helped to raise its profile with the 
Zambian government.

Rural water provision 
in Monze
The Monze district, 150 km south of 
Lusaka, is a fertile agricultural area with a 
population of 215,000. WaterAid has carried 
out a 3½ year programme here in which: 
• 120,000 people in 240 villages gained 
access to water
• 39 new toilet blocks were built with 13 
new boreholes and 4 new wells
• 400 wells and boreholes were repaired 
• 63 community groups were developed 
to manage WaterAid resources, working 
with the Southern Water and Sewerage 
Company (SWASCO)
• community groups have helped 7,500 
individuals to build their own safe toilets, 
and have spread water safety messages
• 27 ‘sanitation champions’ have been 
trained to educate the population

Sustainable water in Chisekesi
Chisekesi is a village of 2,500 people just south of Monze town. A solar-powered pump 
installed by WaterAid Zambia supplies 30% of its dry-season water. During daylight hours 
groundwater is pumped into an elevated tank which feeds water under gravity to two kiosks 
supplying the village. The kiosks are staffed to prevent overuse and depletion of groundwater. 
A 20-litre tank of water costs 15 p and this revenue allows SWASCO to generate enough funds 
to run the system. These kiosks also serve as a community hub where sanitation products are 
sold and health advice is given. A further pump is planned.

Urban water issues
WaterAid Zambia is also working in 
urban environments such as the informal 
settlement of Ng’ombe in Lusaka. Outside 
Aisha School, taps connected to the mains 
are unlocked for up to 4 hours a day to 
allow access to clean water. However, the 
school has only two functioning toilets 
and hand-washing facilities are primitive. 
Sewerage in the settlement is primitive and 
household goods are cleaned in open access 
urban streams. During the wet season these 
streams flood, spilling filthy water into local 
houses. The Zambian government’s 2010 
water policy includes a focus on sanitation 
improvements in slums, and the education 
programmes that WaterAid Zambia has 
established are being used to improve 
health, alongside work by other NGOs.

The future
WaterAid Zambia’s programmes need funding 
and staff. Economic growth in Zambia is over 
6% this decade, and the charity believes 
private-sector partnerships and funding are 
a way to scale up its programmes. Its key 
challenges are the increased water stress 
caused by climate change, in the form 
of more droughts and flash floods, and 
providing clean water to urban areas.

Ollie Davies is a geography teacher at 
City of London School.

‘Life in Zambia’ WaterAid video: 
www.tinyurl.com/y8c8t365 

WaterAid’s global strategy 2015–20: 
www.tinyurl.com/y97qgxtg

Sustainable Development Goal 6: https://
sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg6
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