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Answers and instructions 

Natural resources quiz 
This quiz (available to download separately from this issue’s GeographyReviewExtras) is designed for 
classroom use. It could be used: 

• as a ‘starter’ activity to see what students already know about natural resources or as a quiz at 
the end of the topic 

• as a ‘team quiz’ just for fun, but to try and reinforce some key terminology and concepts 

The quiz is marked out of 10.The answers are provided below along with some additional information 
designed to promote further discussion in the classroom. 

Answers 
1 The correct answer is B, water. The other answers are all clearly non-renewable, especially 
coal and natural gas. Iron ore is non-renewable, but iron itself can be recycled. Water is considered 
renewable because, if carefully used it can be used repeatedly as part of the water cycle. This could 
lead to a discussion of the meaning of renewable versus non-renewable which is not quite as clear-cut 
as might first appear.  

2 The correct answer is D, a stock (a finite stock).  

3 The correct answer is C, peak production. The graph shows a peak of resource production 
(such as oil, gas or wild ocean fish) and falling production (and rising cost/scarcity) thereafter.  

4 The correct answer is C, the Middle East. According to the USA Energy Information 
Administration in 2013, 49% of oil reserves were in the Middle East with only 13% in North America.  

5 The correct answer is A, taiga/boreal forest. These forests equate to about 30% of all global 
forest cover. They extend in a vast belt around northern latitudes across North America, northern 
Europe and Russia. 

6 The correct answer is B, nuclear power. This is because a certain percentage of used nuclear 
fuel can be recycled and re-used. The concentrated uranium fuel rods from nuclear reactors can be 
recycled and about 95% of the original material returned for re-use. This is an expensive process, and 
using new uranium is often more economic.  

7 The correct answer is gold, C. Estimates vary widely, but some sources suggest all the gold 
ever mined equates to 170,000–200,000 tonnes. Put together this would form a cube with sides of 
about 20 m. The long side of a tennis court is about 24 m.  

8 The correct answer is all of them. Rare earth elements (RREs) are used, in very small 
quantities, in all of the products listed — and many more.  

9 The correct answer is C, 40 kg. This has risen from about 20 kg in the mid 1960s. There is 
large variation between countries, with consumption in the USA and Luxembourg exceeding 120 kg 
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per person per year while people in India consume only about 3kg a year. There are about 19 billion 
chickens in the world and nearly 1.5 billion cows. 

10 The correct answer is D, China. By 2014 it produced about 30% of all global wind power. The 
USA is the second largest producer and the UK was sixth. China aims to have 200 GW of wind power 
capacity by 2020 — considerably more than the UK’s entire generating capacity from all sources.  
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