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Exam links 

Using this issue for Edexcel AS 

and A2 geography 

The table below shows the structure of the Edexcel A-level geography course. 

AS Unit 1 

Global challenges (2 

compulsory topics) 

6GE01 World at risk 

Going global  

Unit 2 

Investigating geography 

(1 physical and 1 human 

option) 

6GE02 Either Extreme weather or Crowded coasts  

Either Rebranding places or Unequal spaces 

A2 Unit 3 

Contested planet 

(6 compulsory topics) 

6GE03 Energy security 

Water conflicts  

Biodiversity under threat 

Superpower geographies 

Bridging the development gap 

The technological fix? 

Unit 4 

Researching geography 

(one of 6 options)  

GE04 Tectonic activity and hazards  

Cold environments 

Life on the margins 

Pollution and human health at risk 

The world of cultural diversity 

Consuming the rural landscape 
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This table shows the relevance of each of the articles and columns in this issue of GEOGRAPHY REVIEW 

to the Edexcel specification 

Article Page 

numbers 

AS A2 

What future for the 

Amazon? 

2–5  Unit 3 Biodiversity under 

threat 

Question and answer 

Weather and climate  

6–8 Unit 2 Extreme weather   

Online Migration  9 Unit 1 Going global  

The global digital divide: 

inequality and internet 

access 

10–13 Unit 1 Going global Unit 3 The technological 

fix? 

Unit 3 Bridging the 

development gap 

Environment today Lakes in 

a warmer world 

14–15 Unit 1 World at risk Unit 3 Biodiversity under 

threat 

The changing face of the 

Earth  

16–19 Unit 1 World at risk, Unit 2 

Physical options 

Unit 4 Cold environments 

What makes examiners 

weep Performance  

20–21 All topics and units  All topics and units  

The Wast Water screes: 

how were they formed? 

22–24  Unit 4 Cold environments  

Practical geography 

Fieldwork of the future? 

25–27 Unit 2 all options   

Dankalia: the shaping of a 

hostile environment  

28–32  Unit 4 Life on the margins 

Transnational corporations: 

the geography of 

ownership, profit and 

identity 

33–37 Unit 1 Going global  

Development update 

Remittances: an economic 

lifeline  

38–40 Unit 1 Going global Unit 3 Bridging the 

development gap 

Snapshot Venice 42 Unit 1 Going global   
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What future for the Amazon? 

 This article relates to Unit 3, Biodiversity under threat 

 Many candidates use the Amazon as a case study and this article provides a useful update 

The Amazon is a key biological resource for the planet, and the article outlines the benefits it provides 

to humanity as well as the numerous threats and stresses it is facing. These include the impact of 

climate change combined with the damage caused by continual development. The article is useful at 

illustrating the complex, multiple threats that face forest areas. It brings out the fact that some of the 

threats are global in nature whereas others are local, and this throws up difficult challenges in terms of 

management.  

Question and answer Weather and climate 

 This Q&A is for an AQA A2 question 

 It could be used to support Unit 2 Extreme weather 

This Q&A deals with depressions and the weather associated with them. This topic does form part of 

Unit 2 Extreme weather, and students often collect weather data on the passage of a depression. The 

questions outlined here could be used to review this fieldwork and associated classroom teaching. 

You should note that the format and mark allocation are not the same as that found on Unit 2 exam 

papers, although Question 1 and Question 3 are similar in style to Edexcel questions. AQA questions 

often contain two command words, as in the ‘describe and explain’ wording in Question 1, whereas 

Edexcel questions rarely take this format. 

Online Migration 

 This issue of Online relates to AS Unit 1 Going global, especially the Migration and Roots 

topics. 

Migration can be set, partly, as a research topic in Unit 1 and it can be combined with Roots. Use the 

internet links suggested in the article as a starting point for this research. The focus of this Online is a 

little more global than UK/local, so the links are especially useful when researching global patterns 

and trends. These could be linked to the study of UK migration patterns since 1950. 

The global digital divide: inequality and internet 
access 

 This article is useful for Unit 3 The technological fix? 

 It can also be used to for Unit 3 Bridging the development gap and in addition it is useful for 

Unit 1 Going global. 

The digital divide is a useful way of considering development. It offers a measure of development 

(such as the Digital Access Index) as well as data about access to technology. The article highlights 

how access to the internet and associated digital technologies is not only about wealth and income —

social and political factors are important too.  
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Note that the figures in the article could easily form the basis of ‘describe and explain’ homework 

questions.  

Despite rapid growth, internet access still varies enormously around the world. Use the website 

www.internetworldstats.com to get up-to-date information on access: 

Internet population penetration (%), June 2012 (highest and lowest by country for three 

continents) 

 Highest  Lowest 

Asia South Korea  85% Burma  1% 

Africa  Morocco  51% Ethiopia  1% 

Middle East  Qatar  86% Iraq 7% 

World average internet population penetration in June 2012 was 34% 

Environment today Lakes in a warmer world 

 This Environment today relates to AS Unit 1 World at risk (climate change) and also A2 Unit 3 

Biodiversity under threat. 

There are estimated to be about 300 million ponds and lakes worldwide, distributed in all types of 

ecosystem and environment. Most are small, but in some countries like Canada and Finland they form 

a significant part of the landscape. The article outlines that a combination of warmer lakes and human 

pollution is bad news for lake ecosystems, and as such is a useful example of how human actions are 

degrading the environment.  

The changing face of the Earth  

 This article is useful background for all physical geography topics, such as Unit 1 Crowded 

coasts and Extreme weather as well as the more physical options in Unit 4. 

This article is essential background in terms of how and why geographers study physical processes on 

the Earth’s surface. The outline of how the study of these processes has changed in focus in the last 

50 years is important, especially in terms of the way it feeds into solutions to issues like flooding (hard 

vs soft engineering). Geomorphology is now more holistic and contextualised than it was in the past. 

This is a good article to use as the basis for a class discussion — perhaps considering how floods or 

hurricanes would have been viewed and studied in the past, versus today.  

What makes examiners weep Performance 

 This article relates to all units, but its messages are most useful when preparing students for 

Unit 1 

It is a slightly different ‘take’ on examinations, and it could appeal to students who are normally less 

than open to taking advice on exams. Clearly, the most important aspect of any exam is having the 

right knowledge and understanding on the day. However, translating this onto paper does stump some 

students. The suggestions and ideas in the article might help with that process. You can download a 

pdf of this centrespread from GeographyReviewOnline and print it off as a poster. 

http://www.internetworldstats.com/
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The Wast Water screes: how were they formed? 

 This article relates to the Unit 4 option, Cold environments 

 It considers new research into screes, traditionally considered to be purely a result of freeze–

thaw action 

Screes are a common landform in the British uplands. The article outlines the processes traditionally 

thought to form screes, as well as the difficulties in determining when and how scree deposits formed. 

It sets out a detailed case for including mass movement as an important formation process, during 

deglaciation of the last ice sheets.  

There are some good photographs of the screes online at www.geograph.org.uk, and they can be 

viewed from above using Google Earth, as well as using 1:25000 OS maps. It is also possible to view 

the screes using Google Streetview. Study of the screes at Wast Water could be combined with a 

wider study of cirques and other glacial landforms in the broader landscape area.  

Practical geography Fieldwork of the future? 

This issue of Practical geography examines technology’s role in fieldwork and how this might affect 

the questions we ask. 

In many ways the connected students could probably develop this article into practical suggestions 

more easily than some of us! The article makes the point that many mobile phones and tablets are 

packed with fieldwork-friendly functions and apps, and we should not be afraid to use new ideas and 

develop new approaches. Some aspects of this new technology are a requirement, e.g. GIS, but many 

photo apps and online tools can be developed to enhance data collection. Probably the best advice is 

to let students read the article, and await the flood of ideas. 

Dankalia: the shaping of a hostile environment 

 This article relates to Unit 4, the Life on the margins option; it is useful for the section on 

drylands  

 It could also be used as background on the Rift Valley tectonic province for the Unit 4 Tectonic 

hazards option, and for Unit 3 Bridging the development gap 

 Students could use it as the basis for researching the culture of the area, for Unit 4 Cultural 

diversity 

How students use this article will depend on where they want to go having read it. It provides a 

detailed overview of the region. Touching on a number of different aspects of geography, it could be 

used as the basis for researching: 

 food supply and security in the area 

 the hazards associated with volcanic activity 

 culture in the area, especially cultural change and threats as the area is opened up to the 

global economy  

http://www.geograph.org.uk/
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Transnational corporations: the geography of 
ownership, profit and identity 

 This article relates to Unit 1 Going global, especially the sections which focus on TNCs 

 It gives a detailed insight into the changing geography of TNCs 

Students do need to be aware that not all TNCs are the same. While most originate in MEDCs, this is 

rapidly changing. Some are shareholder owned, others are private while some (perhaps increasingly) 

are state owned. There are also interesting entities such as sovereign wealth funds, which in many 

ways act like ‘investment TNCs’ but are not classed as such.  

The UK media have recently ‘been all over’ foreign-owned TNCs, investigating their tax situation, but 

the revelations should come as little surprise give the complexity of such organisations. You can keep 

up to date with the geography of the world’s largest companies by examining the Fortune Global 500 

which is updated annually http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune500/2012/full_list/  

Development update Remittances: an economic 
lifeline 

 This Development update is most useful for Unit 1 Going global 

 However, remittances are an important economic component of some countries so the article 

could be used in a wider development context for Unit 3. 

This article could be used in a number of ways. 

 First, it covers much of the key terminology of migration (which is often used poorly by 

candidates). 

 Second, it provides a detailed insight into one of the key benefits of migration, remittances. 

These are controversial however, as money sent home cannot be spent by those who earned 

it where they work. 

 Also consider Inset 1. Migration is one of the topics that produces the most ‘myths’ in exams 

—candidates often write unsupported statements about the topic. Talk about the myths, and 

perhaps get candidates to come up with four or five more, which can be discussed. The 

Migration Observatory is a good source of unbiased data on migration 

http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/ . 

Snapshot Venice 

This Snapshot might best be used as an extension task, for candidates who want to think a little more 

deeply (no pun on Venice intended). Venice could be viewed as a victim of globalisation. More 

connected than ever, its popularity threatens its very existence. The emissions from a globalised 

planet explain the sea creeping ever closer to St Mark’s Square. Some questions could be posed for 

students to consider in terms of costs and benefits, such as: 

 Limit tourist numbers with a tourist tax (raising issues of affordability and elitism, but possibly 

funding conservation and flood defences), or make Venice off limits to tourists  

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune500/2012/full_list/
http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/
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 Build defences to protect Venice (see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MOSE_Project for details of 

the MOSE project) 

 Do nothing and let nature, and tourists, take their course 

 Given the numbers of visitors, is turning the whole city into a theme park an option (or even a 

‘virtual Venice’ built somewhere else – the Venetian Hotel in Las Vegas already has this to 

some extent) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MOSE_Project

