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Teaching notes 

The shrew’s final word 
Luke McBratney 

Building on the ideas offered by Lilla Grindlay’s article (pp. 2–4), these notes will help you explore 
different perspectives on Katherina and what has been called her ‘submission speech’ — her long final 
speech in Act 5, Scene 2. 

What’s in a name? 
Naming is a battleground for notions of identity, and critics, editors and theatre practitioners have often 
debated what to call Shakespeare’s protagonist. In their first meeting, this name is a bone of 
contention. Petruchio’s first words to her are ‘Good morrow, Kate, for that’s your name I hear’ which 
gain the retort: ‘Well have you heard, but something hard of hearing:/ They call me Katherine that do 
talk of me’ (Act 2, Scene 1).Thus, she rejects the name given to her by Petruchio and begins the 
sequence of repartee (a competitive exchange of witty remarks) by punning on the word ‘heard’, which 
was pronounced the same as the word ‘hard’ in Elizabethan English. 

Perhaps she is simply being witty or contrary, or perhaps she is rejecting the name ‘Kate’ as an insult.  
It is, after all, a diminutive (a smaller form of the name, often used as a term of endearment); why 
would the fiercely independent Katherina want to be called a pet name by a man she has never met?   

Contrast this early moment with the one at the end of the play after Katherina has delivered her long 
submission speech. When Petruchio says ‘Why there’s a wench. Come on, and kiss me, Kate’ (Act 5, 
Scene 2), there is no verbal objection from Katherina, and many directors have the couple share a 
kiss. 

Activity 
Look back at the first meeting in Act 2, Scene 1. In what ways does Petruchio use the term ‘Kate’? To 
what extent might his uses of the name be part of his taming strategy? 

For example, you might consider some of the following: 

• Petruchio’s use of puns and the different ways in which ‘Kate’ is used. 

• The likely responses of Katherina to his various uses of ‘Kate’. 

• The effect of so many uses of the name in a short space of time. 

• How the audience might respond at various points. 

• Who is presented as the winner of the verbal exchange? 
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Contexts 
Look back at Grindlay’s quotations from early modern conduct books.  What does A Godlie Form of 
Housholde Government (1598) advise a woman to do to please her man? What does The 
Arraingnment of Lewde, Idle, Froward and Unconstant Women advise men to do to keep women 
under control? (1615).  

In what ways are these pieces of advice reflected in the play? 

Listen to Emma Smith’s podcast (link below). In what ways might Biblical contexts inform your reading 
of the play? You might like to compare the ending of Shakespeare’s play to that of The Taming of A 
Shrew (link below). To what extent does Shakespeare’s play offer a more companionable version of 
marriage? 

Critical viewpoints 
Grindlay highlights the ambiguities of Katherina’s final speech, arguing that ‘one thing is clear: 
Katherina’s transformation from Shrew to obedient wife is not as simple as it might first seem’. 

Looking back at the article and making use of other sources (including some of the websites listed 
below), note at least three different ways to read, or perform, the speech.  

Which do you find most convincing, or most interesting?  Explain why, commenting on the effects on 
readers and/or audiences. 

Useful websites 
Drawing extensively on both literary contexts and performance history, this excellent podcast by 
Emma Smith from Hertford College, the University of Oxford explores the extent to which Katherina is 
tamed: http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/taming-shrew-0 

A copy of one of the play’s sources, The Taming of A Shrew, may be found at the following location: 
http://archive.org/stream/tamingofshrewbe00boasuoft/tamingofshrewbe00boasuoft_djvu.txt 

Read Michael Billington’s review of Lucy Bailey’s 2012 RSC production. What does he say of the 
‘submission speech’ and of the nature of the relationship between Kate and Petruchio? 
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/2012/jan/26/taming-of-the-shrew-review 

The following review is of the production by Lindsay Posner in 1999, in which Kate delivers her 
submission speech directly to the Widow and Bianca.  Note what the director is quoted as saying 
about Petruchio’s motivation for courting Kate and about Kate’s choices as an Elizabethan woman: 
www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Sly-use-of-the-Internet-Set-Play-Theatre-Reviews-Arts-306982/ 

This resource is part of THE ENGLISH REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by subject 
experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/englishreview 


