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Lesson plan 

Characterisation and narrative 
Luke McBratney 

Using Lilla Grindlay’s article on pp. 12–15 of the magazine, this lesson plan allows a class to explore 
Fitzgerald’s uses of characterisation and narrative.    

AOs/ 
specification 
requirements 

 

Before using the material in this lesson plan, ensure that you have your exam board’s 
assessment objectives in mind. For example, both AQA specifications test all AOs, 
while for OCR, AO3 (context) is dominant and AO2 is not tested. So, if your students 
are following OCR, avoid dwelling on analysis: take every opportunity to move from 
textual analysis to context or from analysis to viewpoints. (The starter activity, which 
analyses Jordan’s name, is a good example of how to move from text to context.) 

Learning 
objectives 

• To understand Fitzgerald’s characterisation of Jordan and her functions in 
the narrative (AO2) 

• To use Jordan to explore aspects of context (AO3) 

• To use Jordan as a way to explore critical views (AO5) 

Starter activity  Arousing interest/introducing the topic 

Students discuss the following images. (Suggested discussion questions follow.) 

• Flapper — from, for example, https://www.pinterest.com/explore/flappers/ 

• 1920s cars 

• Jordan — for example, from 
http://ptatransitauthority.blogspot.co.uk/2009/03/jordan-automobile.html 

• Baker — for example, from 
http://revivaler.com/1920-detroit-electric-brougham/ 

• Golf in 1920s — for example, the Vogue cover of 1929: 
http://wulibraries.typepad.com/mghlnews/2014/04/golf.html 

Questions 

Use discussion questions such as the following: 

• Which character (or characters) might each picture relate to, and in what 
ways? 

• Which aspects of 1920s life are depicted? 

After the pictures have been discussed, if the point has not arisen directly, ask 
students to explain the significance of Fitzgerald’s use of the name ‘Jordan Baker’. 
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Lesson 
activities 

Building understanding  

Read the article on pp. 12–15 of the magazine, then remind yourself of the following 
aspects of the characterisation of Jordan Baker. Use the article and relevant aspects 
of the text. 

Appearance 

In what ways does Nick find Jordan physically attractive?  

Morality 

To what extent is Jordan presented as honest? 

Manner 

In what ways is Jordan presented as ‘a figure of fun’? 

Extension 

• To what extent is Jordan similar to or different from Daisy? 

• If Jordan Baker is a symbolic character, what aspects of 1920s life do you 
think she might symbolise? 

Evaluating critical views 

Explain and comment on the following quotations from the article, where possible, 
saying how far you agree with them. (Some words and phrases that might be picked 
out for further consideration are emboldened.) 

‘[Jordan is] the snooty one in The Great Gatsby, who drips disdain through the 
pages of the novel; the dishonest girl who cheats at golf tournaments and who lies 
when she leaves the top of someone else’s car down in the rain.’  

‘[Jordan is] “refuse” or rubbish — a minor character in the tale who needs to be 
swept away.’  

‘There is a little more to Jordan than just an aimless socialite, however. One of the 
reasons Nick is intimidated by Jordan is that “almost any exhibition of complete self-
sufficiency draws a stunned tribute from me” (p. 14).’ 

‘In her few pages of glory in The Great Gatsby, Jordan has a very similar function to 
Nick. Through her voice, the narrative explores the power of memory.’ 

Exploring Jordan’s function as narrator 

Explain the following narrative functions that Jordan fulfils. Make close reference to 
the text as you respond.  

• The Jordan/Nick relationship casts light on the Gatsby/Daisy one. 

• Jordan enables Fitzgerald to develop some of his main themes. 

• Jordan’s narrative provides special insights into the Gatsby/Daisy story. 

Her account is in Chapter IV, from ‘One day in nineteen-seventeen – (said Jordan 
Baker …’ to ‘It wasn’t until then that I connected this Gatsby with the officer in her 
white car’ (pp. 72–76). 
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Consider both the subject matter and the style of her narrative, commenting on the 
extent to which she recounts events plainly, or uses description and imagery.  

To what extent is her account similar to or different from Nick’s main narrative? Is 
Jordan’s more authentic, or more unreliable, than Nick’s main narrative?  Do you 
read it as being a first-hand account quoted directly, or do you think it is re-told 
through Nick? 

Grindlay quotes David Lodge, who argues that ‘a character-narrator cannot be one 
hundred per cent reliable’ (2001, The Art of Fiction, p. 154). To what extent do you 
think that this applies to Fitzgerald’s presentation of Jordan? Use examples from the 
text. 

Plenary   Discussion questions 

• In what ways does Jordan engage and interest you as a reader? For 
example, Lilla Grindlay discusses both admiring and feeling sorry for her. 

• What are the most important things you have learned about Jordan and the 
ways in which Fitzgerald uses her as a character and narrator in the novel? 
Explain her functions in the novel. 

If this point has not already been discussed:  

• In what ways does Jordan reflect aspects of 1920s culture and society? 

Assessment  Essay tasks 

The activities could lead to an essay.  At the beginning of your study you might wish 
to choose a more characterisation-focused task. Later on, the characterisation of 
Jordan could be used as part of a response to exam-style questions that are focused 
on broader topics, for example American literature (OCR), love (AQA A) or tragedy 
(AQA B). 

Characterisation-focused essay 

• ‘Jordan is much more than an aimless socialite’. Discuss Fitzgerald’s 
presentation of Jordan and explain her importance in The Great Gatsby.  

Topic-based essay 

• Compare how the authors of two texts you have studied present ideas about 
love and social class. (AQA A style) 

• ‘Tragedies leave readers and audiences with a sense of meaninglessness 
and disappointment.’ To what extent do you agree with this view in relation to 
two texts you have studied?  

• In your answer include relevant comment on the ways the writers have 
shaped meanings. (AQA B style) 

• ‘Behind the ideals of the American Dream, lie dishonesty and 
disappointment’. By comparing The Great Gatsby with at least one other text, 
discuss how far you agree with this view. (OCR-style) 
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Differentiation 
opportunities 

The tasks above could be assigned to groups. Groups could be differentiated by 
ability. Extension activities are provided to stretch the most able. More or less 
support could be given, for example, page references to relevant parts of the novel, 
or further prompts, such as those in the form of the emboldened words/phases in the 
‘Evaluating critical views’ section. 

This resource is part of ENGLISH REVIEW, a magazine written for A-level students by 
subject experts. To subscribe to the full magazine go to 
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/englishreview 


