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The debate around the relationship between 
climate change and human economic activity 
can be traced as far back as ancient Greece. It 
was not until the nineteenth century, however, 
that the first attempts were made to quantify it

June 1972
Declaration containing 
26 principles concerning 
the environment and 
development.

May 1992
The UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is 
an international environmental 
treaty adopted on 9 May 1992 
and opened for signature.

June 1992
The United Nations 
Conference on 
Environment and 
Development (UNCED).

March 1994
UNFCCC goes 
into force.

1995 onward
Annual meeting of 
parties to the 
convention to assess 
progress in dealing 
with climate change.

Climate change and economic activity

Climate concerns in the 1960s
In the 1960s, there was increasing concern that high concentrations 
of smog in cities posed a serious health problem. A landmark report 
published in 1965 warned of increasing levels of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere.

In 1969, these concerns inspired UN Resolution 2398. A set of 
reports was produced from the UN secretary-general with a focus 
on ‘stimulating and providing guidelines for action by national 
government and international organisations’ facing environmental 
issues.

December 1997
The Kyoto Protocol is 
an international treaty 
extending the 1992 
UNFCCC, committing 
state parties to reducing 
greenhouse-gas 
emissions.

February 2005
Kyoto Protocol 
entered into 
force. The 
European Union 
Emissions Trading 
System launched.

December 2012
First commitment 
period under the 
Kyoto Protocol 
expires.

November–December 2015
A global agreement on the 
reduction of climate change 
reached in Paris.

April 2016
174 countries sign the 
Paris Agreement and begin 
adopting it into their 
respective legal systems.

Increasing climate activism in 2019
Since the 1960s, climate change awareness has increased, and 
international research has paved the way for further understanding 
of the relationship between climate change and human activity. 
This has led to agreements such as the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris 
Agreement.

After two major international environmental agreements, in 2019 
the debate around the relationship between human economic activity 
and responsibility for climate change is at the heart of political 
conversations around the world.

The ‘School Strike for Climate’ was an international event involving 
thousands of people, the majority of whom were school pupils. These 
children demanded that policymakers recognise and take action on 
concerns about environmental degradation and climate change, which 
will continue to have a serious impact on the livelihood of people and 
ecosystems in the future.
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