
P
al

es
ti

n
ia

n
 a

n
d

 
n

ei
g

h
b

ou
ri

n
g

  
A

ra
b

 s
ta

te
s

K
ey

 e
ve

n
ts

Z
io

n
is

t g
ro

up
s 

 
an

d
 s

ta
te

 o
f 

Is
ra

el
W

es
te

rn
 n

at
io

n
s 

 
an

d
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
n

s

16 20th Century History Review

Go online for a printable PDF of this 
centre spread (see back cover).

20thCenturyHistoryReviewExtras

17February 2014

1897–1909 1910–19 1920–29 1930–39

The Arab–Israeli 
conflict, 1897–2000

UNSCOP  United Nations Special Committee on Palestine
WZO   World Zionist Organization
PLO   Palestine Liberation Organization

 Occupied Territories 
Areas seized by Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War,  
including the West Bank and the Gaza Strip

Most of the land gained by Jewish immigrants 
during this period was purchased legally and 
was sold to them by Arab landlords (usually 
absentee) under the Ottoman Land Code.

Palestinians were behind many of the major 
outbreaks of violence in this period. Tension 
over religious sites saw Arabs attack the 
Jewish Quarter in 1929, leading to reprisals. 
The Arab Uprising of 1936 was fuelled by 
growing nationalism, unemployment and fear 
of increasing Jewish strength. The 1937 Peel 
Commission, offering a two-state solution 
80:20 in favour of the Arabs, was rejected by 
the Arab Higher Committee. The Arabs would 
never again receive such a favourable deal.

The WZO first met in Basle. It was 
committed to ‘the restoration of the Jewish 
state’. By 1905 it had decided this state had 
to be in Palestine. A wave of immigration 
saw a number of more political Zionists 
arrive in Palestine, resolving to expel Arabs 
from the land.

During the First 
World War, Britain 
made two conflicting 
promises. As a result 
of the war, Palestine 
became a British 
mandate. 

Continuing its contradictory messages, 
Britain released the Passfield Paper in 1930, 
attributing Arab hostility to Jewish 
immigration and pledging to limit land 
purchases. It reversed this finding following 
US pressure before again limiting Jewish 
immigration to 15,000 per year in 1939.
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The Arab–Israeli conflict, from the birth of the World Zionist Organization in 
1897 to the outbreak of the Second Intifada in 2000, is a complex topic. It has 
become the subject of intense historical debate. In spite of its complexity it 
is a highly engaging subject and rarely far from the headlines. This timeline 
examines the actions of different groups that have fed into the conflict
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The Arab leadership 
refused to accept 
the UNSCOP two-
state solution. 
Instead, various 
Arab states attacked 
Israel in 1948. 
Limited cooperation 
between the states 
contributed to 

‘The Catastrophe’: 
a defeat that 
left Palestinians 
without control 
of any territory. 
Significantly, Egypt 
did not create a 
Palestinian state in 
its territories in the 
Gaza Strip.

Yasser Arafat took over 
leadership of the PLO 
in 1969, determined 
to lead a strong 
Palestinian response 
to its plight. For the 
remainder of the 
period he was accused 
by Israel of endorsing 
terrorist tactics.

The Yom Kippur War 
(1973) began with Egypt 
and Syria launching a 
surprise attack on Israel. 
Initial Arab successes 
helped to put pressure 
on the West to support 
a settlement that was 
more favourable to Arab 
nations. Israel won the 
ultimate victory.

The First Intifada was an explosion of 
violence against Israeli forces within the 
Occupied Territories. However, the ferocity 
of the Israeli response gained the protesting 
Palestinians much global sympathy.
Palestinian frustration at the lack of progress 
following the death of Prime Minister Rabin 
culminated in the outbreak of the Second 
Intifada.

Zionists pursued a 
terrorist campaign, 
including bombing 
Jerusalem’s King David 
Hotel in 1946. The 
1948 War of 
Independence led to 
mass Arab departures 
and a mounting 
refugee crisis in the 
region.

The Suez Crisis saw 
Israel invade Egypt, 
backed by Britain and 
France. This led to 
worldwide 
condemnation and, 
ultimately, Israel was 
forced to withdraw.

The Oslo Peace Accords 
led to significant 
progress, with the 
withdrawal of the 
Israeli military from 
Occupied Territories 
and the formation of 
the Palestinian 
Authority. However, 
following the 
assassination of Prime 
Minister Rabin, there 
was little progress.

Israel invaded and 
occupied southern 
Lebanon in 1982, in 
response to attacks on 
Israel by Hezbollah. 
The invasion was 
widely condemned.

The Six-Day War saw a 
total victory for Israel, 
giving them control of 
the Gaza Strip, West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, 
along with land from 
Egypt and Syria. Its gains 
were deemed illegal by 
UN Resolution 242, 
which also required an 
Arab acknowledgement 
of Israel and a 
commitment to peace.

The UNSCOP Plan of 
1947 again proposed 
dividing the region into 
two roughly equal states. 
US pressure forced the 
proposal through the  
UN against the wishes  
of Arab leaders. This 
allowed David Ben 
Gurion to announce the 
creation of the state of 
Israel in 1948.

The USA sided decisively with Israel during the 1973 War. Indeed, 
Israeli success was only secured with US arms and support. Strong 
US–Israel ties have persisted, particularly under Republican 
governments. By 2000, US aid to Israel was more than $4 billion. 
It should be noted that this has not prevented the USA from 
condemning Israel. For example, Ronald Reagan’s Republican 
government condemned Israel over its actions in Lebanon in 1982.


