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With eduu.school, schools have the flexibility to pick and 
choose a theme and any of the pre-prepared plans, 
activities and resources within it, giving you, the teacher, 
the flexibility to teach what, when and how you like.  

Designed by a team of expert educators, publishers 
and authors, each theme covers a range of topics and 
subjects enabling learners to make connections across 
people, place and time, igniting curiosity and embedding 
learning in and out of the classroom.  

The Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 examples in this 
document highlight the key components of a theme, 
designed to support you in delivering a rigorous, exciting 
and purposeful curriculum in the classroom or remotely.  

Inspire and embed 
learning through 
exciting themes 
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eduu.school provides a fully scoped and sequenced thematic curriculum for Key Stage 3, 
thematic learning linked to GCSE subjects for Key Stage 4, and curated content to support the 
wider curriculum for both, including a focus on wellbeing and pastoral support. 

Available to both teacher and student, eduu.school provides different lenses on and access to 
the learning content and includes:

Key Stage 3:

> A complete curriculum programme for the Foundation 
Subjects with links to English, Science and Maths

> Lessons and support for wellbeing, and learning  
at home

> CPD videos and webinars to support delivery of the 
curriculum and hybrid learning (also included at KS4).

Key Stage 4:

> Thematic units with independent, guided activities  
that link to different GCSE subjects

> Links and information on related careers, virtual tours, 
videos, podcasts, suggested fiction and competitions

> Support with wellbeing, including links and materials 
from our mental health partners.
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KS4 example theme: 
Environment



Welcome to the home page. Here you’ll find links 
to support and learning materials, including the 
Curriculum overview. 

Each theme has a driving question, 
this is intended to frame learning and 
provide a bigger picture view. 
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KS3: Grand Designs



The Curriculum overview includes 
an introduction to the eduu.school 
curriculum, curriculum map, teacher’s 
notes for the theme, pedagogical 
guidance on hybrid learning and 
videos on using Microsoft Teams, 
Google Classroom and Loom to 
deliver online lessons.
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Curriculum 
overview

 

An introduction to eduu.school for secondary schools  

1. What is eduu.school?  

eduu.school is an online platform which provides a fully scoped and sequenced thematic curriculum for Key Stage 3, thematic learning linked to GCSE 
subjects for Key Stage 4, and curated content to support the wider curriculum, including a focus on wellbeing and pastoral support. It is available to both 
teacher and students, providing different lenses on and access to the content and will include, starting from launch in Spring 2021: 

At Key Stage 3: 

• A complete curriculum programme for the Foundation Subjects with English 

• Lessons and support for wellbeing, character education and the wider curriculum 

• CPD videos and webinars to support delivery of the curriculum and hybrid learning. 

At Key Stage 4: 

• Thematic units with independent, guided activities to engage young people in issues around aspects of different themes, that link to different GCSE 
subjects 

• Links and information on related careers, virtual tours, videos, podcasts, suggested fiction, competitions 

• Support with wellbeing, such as links and materials from the Trauma Response Network. 

eduu.school also has a separate curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2. 

 

2. Who are the creators of eduu.school? 

eduu.school is a collaboration between Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust, Hodder Education Group, What on Earth Publishing and Gluu, delivering a 
flexible online learning experience for students, parents and teachers. Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust brings curriculum design, assessment 
management and online learning (including active home learning) supported with content and platform services from the Hodder Education Group and 
additional content including Family Learning from What on Earth Publishing, connected by GLUU, who shape Edtech best practice into a solution that can 
be evidenced and shared. 
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You’ll find a series of lessons which are designed to be taught 
across the half term and to flexibly fit in with your current 
schemes of work. Each lesson includes teacher notes, teaching 
slides, and student resources. The lessons will provide scaffold 
and support to both teachers and students.

Lessons

There are 14 lessons for Grand Designs

Grand Designs

Recommended Year Group: Year 8  Theme Focus: Design, Computing, Geography and Maths

Driving Question:

What must we consider when building for our 

community?

Going Out
Virtual field trip of a Grand Design

Virtual field trip of a Park and Landscape Project. 

Virtual Tour of a property.

Linked Reading Texts: 

How to Use Graphic Design to Sell Things, Explain 

Things, Make Things Look Better, Make People 

Laugh, Make People Cry, and (Every Once in a While) 

Change the World by Michael Bierut 

The Best of Grand Designs by Kevin McCloud

Writing Outcomes:

• Persuasive writing – design pitch

Theme Introduction:
Grand Designs is a Design, Computing, Geography, and Maths rich theme. Students take on the role of an architect bidding 

for a new project in the local area, planning and building models of their designs and considering how to fund it for the 

future. They conduct research, plan, build and use feedback to make improvements throughout the project. By the end 

of the theme they participate in a competition, where they deliver a pitch in the hope of it being chosen by the local 

community. 

Curriculum Coverage
Art and Design – produce creative work, exploring ideas; know about designers

Computing – hardware and networks

Design and technology – design ideas

English – write accurately, fluently, effectively at length for pleasure and information; plan, draft, edit and proof-read; 

speak confidently and effectively 

Geography – locational knowledge; human geography

Mathematics – working mathematically: develop fluency, reason mathematically, solve problems; financial literacy

Science – working scientifically

Grand Designs

Cultural Capital:
Read: Kevin McCloud’s favourite Grand Designs 
houses of all time
Look: Bauhaus Everywhere: Google Arts and Culture 
Listen: 'We Built this City' by Bernie Taupin, Martin 
Page, Dennis Lambert and Peter Wolf (recorded by US 
band Starship in 1985)

Lessons:
1. The design process
2. Settlement, urbanisation and regeneration
3. Architecture around the world
4. The mathematics of design: The big problem
5. Plans and elevations
6. Materials science
7. Energy efficiency
8. Budgeting and mortgages
9. Mind mapping and modelling
10. Web design
11. Marketing my design
12. Design competition portfolio
13. Careers in construction
14. Review and reflection

Theme Essential Knowledge/Concepts
1. Analyse a WAGOLL portfolio and what the design process consists of2. Explore urbanisation and re-urbanisation case studies and identify settlement patterns3. Explore the chronology of architects and their architecture4. Explore area, perimeter, shape, scale and angles to create a design5. Convert between 2D and 3D shapes to scale
6. Explore different plans and elevations of shapes
7. Explore tension and to present data from experiments
8. Understand energy transfer diagrams and create a portfolio based upon the Passivhaus Standard9. Explore monthly balance sheets based on mortgage payments10. Explore why the construction industry is so important in the UK11. Create models of your design
12. Analyse websites and use this analysis to create your own website13. Market your idea by describing your design to accompany web advertisement

Theme Essential Vocabulary:
2-D, 3-D, advertising, airtight, analyse, annual percentage rate (apr), architect, architecture, assessment, audience,baroque, bird’s eye view, brittle, brutalist, budget, burgess model, carbon footprint, carbon positive, carbon- neutral, ceramic, collect, compression, concrete, conduction, construction, convection, design brief, designportfolio, design process, design, develop, dimensions, durability, eco-friendly, elevations, energy efficiency,energy transfer, energy, estate agent, exhibition, feedback, flexible, flying buttress, footer, force, frontal view/elevation, geometric, georgian, golden ratio, gothic, header, help to buy, homepage, html, human geography,hyperlink, image, improvement, industry, insulation, internet, job advertisement, job role, k-value, layout, loan tovalue (ltv), marketing, materials, metal, mind map, modernist, mortgage, natural light, navigation, ornamentation,passivhaus standard, persuasive language, physical geography, plan view, plans,plastic, ply corrugated, polymer,portfolio, pressure, property, pull factors, push factors, radiation, ratio, reaction force, recycled materials,reflection, regeneration, repayment, research, revenue, review, rewards, salary, scale, sector, settlement, shape,side view/elevation, sidebar, simplicity, size, specification, stress, sustainable, symmetry, tensile strength, tension,text, thermal conductivity, unique, urbanisation, utility, u-value, web design, web page, website
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Simple navigation and 
a variety of questions.

There are plenty 
of opportunities 
for formative 
assessment 
throughout, and 
some of the student 
outcomes are 
highlighted in the 
Outcomes feature. 
There is also an end 
of unit self-marking 
quiz to check 
understanding and  
knowledge.

Outcomes
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People, Place and Time

The People, Place 
and Time feature 
provides opportunities 
for students to 
contextualise their 
learning through the 
significant people, 
places and events 
around each theme. 
These can also be used 
to develop a depth of 
learning and encourage 
students to see the 
interrelationships 
between themes. 

Sir Christopher Wren (born October 30, 
1632, Wiltshire, England – died March 8, 1723, 
London, England) is widely known as Britain’s 
greatest architect. A young man of small statue 
and big ideas, Wren experimented with several 
different career paths, mixing in intellectual 
circles and even becoming a professor of 
astronomy at Oxford. He found his true calling 
after the disastrous Great Fire of 1666. While 
London lay in ruins, Wren drew up an ambitious 
plan for rebuilding the city. 51 new churches 
were built under Wren’s watch, as well as the 
revamped St Paul’s Cathedral. He went on to 
design the famous Monument to the Great Fire 
and the Royal Observatory in Greenwich.   

CHRISTOPHER WREN

FAMOUS FOR 
Designing his masterpiece, St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Taking nearly 35 years to build, St Paul’s is iconic 
for its magnificent 365-foot dome.   

FUN FACT 
During his student days at Oxford, Wren 
invented a machine for writing in the dark. 

FIND OUT MORE 

Scan or click this
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Knowledge bank 
gives a ready-made 
knowledge organiser 
for the theme that 
students can refer 
to, or that teachers 
can use throughout 
the theme as a tool 
to check knowledge 
and understanding. 
It includes the 
essential knowledge 
and vocabulary 
related to the theme. 

Knowledge bank
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Cultural capital

Cultural capital gives 
suggestions of key artists, 
books, and music related 
to the theme. In providing 
a broad and balanced 
curriculum it is important 
that students are given the 
cultural capital needed to 
flourish in the world outside. 
This section will allow learners 
to access the curriculum in 
its widest sense and beyond, 
growing an appreciation for 
cultural wealth. 
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For each theme there 
are six Family learning 
activities (one per week). 
They will encourage 
students’ curiosity and 
creativity and extend 
learning beyond school, 
engaging students and 
families in the context of 
the key thematic learning.

Family learning

    Scan or click this

At the height of the Cold War, the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis is said to 

have caused the Doomsday Clock to lurk ominously at “one minute to 

midnight”. This image of the world teetering on the edge of nuclear 

catastrophe terrified families across the globe. How could they prepare 

themselves for the carnage and destruction of a nuclear attack? All 

people could do was hold their breath and watch the world’s deadliest 

poker game unfold…

Grand Designs Activity Pack • Key Stage 3 • © What on Earth Books Limited 2020 • All rights reserved 

Artwork used in this activity pack comes from The Science Timeline Wallbook and The British History 

Timeline Wallbook published by What on Earth Books.

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL KIT

Luckily, the Cuban Missile Crisis fizzled out after a fragile 

agreement between the United States and the Soviet Union. 

The world could breathe again, but the fear of a sudden nuclear 

attack lingered for decades. DIY nuclear fallout shelters were 

hurriedly made in basements and box rooms to prepare for the 

dreaded sound of the warning siren. The UK government’s eerie 

‘Protect and Survive’ public information films in the late-1970s 

frightened people out 
of their high-waisted 
flares and denim shirts. 

The message was clear – 

prepare your homes for 

nuclear attack or face 
destruction!  

Prepare or Panic? 

Watch the video here!

Nuclear 
fission

would 
you 

rather?
Be stuck in a nuclear 
fallout bunker with 
your family or your 

classmates?
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KS4: Environment

A Key Stage 4 theme includes features that are intended to 
encourage academic curiosity and an engagement with 
independent learning that students can use to enhance 
their knowledge of the world and the GCSE subjects they 
are studying. It will also widen students’ knowledge of the 
support and advice available to them.
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Subject success includes guided 
activities through PowerPoint slides 
and links to video clips and websites 
to engage. Students can guide 
themselves from here to materials to 
extend their understanding, adding 
a GCSE ‘subject element’ to their 
understanding. Finally, students 
can move to embed their subject 
knowledge by using revision quizzes 
that link to the subject(s) that have 
been covered in the theme.  

Subject success
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Our wider world is about investigating opportunities 
to look beyond and outside school subjects. 

Students are 
encouraged to ‘read, 
watch and listen’ with 
links to books, films,  
podcasts and music 
which are relevant to the 
theme and will enrich 
their cultural capital.  

Going out suggests bespoke 
virtual ‘school trips’ or visits 
based around the theme

Our wider world
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This section also links to information on 
careers that are related to the theme

DAVID ATTENBOROUGH

Sir David Frederick Attenborough (born 8th 

May, 1926, Middlesex, England) is a broadcaster 

and writer. He has made many documentaries 

based on the wildlife and climate in all seven 

continents of the world. His work has allowed 

millions of people to understand and appreciate 

the natural world, enabling them to catch a 

glimpse of the world’s rarest creatures from 

the comfort of their own homes. Over time, 

Attenborough has realised that the animals 

and plants he was filming were threatened by 

climate change and the actions of humans.  

He hopes that by showing the public what is 

happening to these animals and their habitats, 

people will be inspired to make change happen. 

At least 20 different species have been named 

in Attenborough's honour.

FAMOUS FOR 
Broadcasting and narrating wildlife 

documentaries. Attenborough highlights the 

impact that human life is having on the planet 

and its life forms.

FUN FACT 
At age 11, he used to catch newts from a nearby 

pond and sell them to the local university’s 

zoology department. 

FIND OUT MORE 

Scan or click this

FERTILE CRESCENT
About 10,000 years ago, humans 

experiment with settling in one place, 

farming crops and taming wild animals for 

milk and meat. When they take crops to 

markets, towns and cities emerge, leading 

to the birth of early civilisations and rapid 

population growth.

DECCAN TRAPS
Another supervolcano erupts, this time in India about 66 

million years ago, giving rise to what is now known as the 

Deccan traps. Carbon dioxide emissions that led to global 

warming may have contributed to the extinction event that 

killed of the land-living dinosaurs and many other species.  

KYOTO PROTOCOL
In 1997 global leaders sign 

up to treaty to limit carbon 

emmissions but their efforts 

prove futile, as emmissions  

keep on rising regardless.

PARIS AGREEMENT
Countries from all over the world meet 

in 2015 in a bid to agree on how to curb 

global greenhouse gas emissions and limit 

rises in global tempratures to below  

2ºC since pre-industrial times.

GREAT AMERICAN INTERCHANGE
When the forces of nature cause South and North America 

to converge about 3 million years ago, a new land bridge 

is formed. This changes weather patterns driving warm 

air northwards to create the Gulf Stream. Many marsupial 

mammal species become extinct as placental mammals 

from the north migrate southwards. 

SPINDELTOP
This giant oil field, located in 

southern Texas, was discovered 

in January 1901. When Anthony 

Lucas and his team struck oil, 

it triggered a huge gusher that 

reached more than 100 feet into 

the sky, drenching local farms in 

oil. The discovery gave birth to the 

Texas oil industry. 

ANTARCTICA
This huge landmass started to be covered in ice 

about 15 million years ago. Antarctica contains 

about 90% of the world’s ice. However, it is now 

melting quickly as a result of human induced global 

warming. If it all melted, it is estimated that sea 

levels would rise by about 61 metres.

PLACES
PINPOINTS IN THE STORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE

PERMIAN SUPERVOLCANO
A giant super volcano is thought to have errupted for more 

than 1 million years, about 251 million years ago. The huge 

quantity of motlen rock (with a volume estimated to be about 

1 million cubic miles) eventally formed what are today the 

Siberial traps. Massive carbon dioxide emissions may have been 

behind global warming which led to the world’s worst ever 

mass extinction.  

INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION
By 1780, water-powered mills were 

already transforming industry in 

Manchester, England, a city that 

came to be called Cottonopolis.  

But when high-pressure steam 

replaced water power from about 

1830 onwards, the industrial 

revolution changed gear, 
transforming landscapes and the 

environment everywhere.
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Looking after yourself

This section is at the  
core of everything that 
the themes are designed 
to do. It focuses on 
wellbeing with activities 
that aim to get students 
to think about how they 
can support themselves 
and each other. 



hoddereducation.co.uk/eduuschool


