Your guide to
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at Primary
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Inspire and embed
learning through
exciting themes
With eduu.school, schools have the flexibility to pick and
choose a theme and any of the pre-prepared plans,
activities and resources within it, giving you, the teacher,
the flexibility to teach what, when and how you like.
Designed by a team of expert educators, publishers
and authors, each theme covers a range of topics and
subjects enabling learners to make connections across
people, place and time, igniting curiosity and embedding
learning in and out of the classroom.
The example in this document highlights the key
components of a theme, designed to support you in
delivering a rigorous, exciting and purposeful curriculum
in the classroom or remotely.
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Example theme:
Amazing Islands
What to look out for:
Driving
questions

Excite
Explore

Excel

People,
Place and
Time
Knowledge
bank
Cultural
awareness
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The thematic curriculum at
Primary is centred around the
core concepts of Excite, Explore
and Excel. It is through this that
the learning journey through a
theme is structured, allowing
pupils to become excited about
the context of a theme, explore
the learning opportunities a
theme offers and ultimately
to excel academically and
personally.
The curriculum covers National
Curriculum subject areas in the
form of essential skills. These
essential skills allow learning
to be focussed as well as
ensure a broad and balanced
curriculum offer.
The thematic curriculum
encompasses a number of
features that are intended to
support teachers to deliver a
rigorous, exciting and purposeful
curriculum. These range from
features such as the Driving
Question, which is intended to
frame learning and provide a
bigger picture view for learning,
through to features such as
People, Place and Time, which
provides opportunities for pupils
to contextualise their learning
through the significant people,

places and events around
each theme. These can also
be used to develop a depth of
learning and encourage pupils
to see the interrelationships
between themes. Other features
also include, theme essential
knowledge and vocabulary,
low-stakes assessment, formal
assessment opportunities
(excels) and cultural awareness.
Explore plans provide detailed
support for teachers to teach
each aspect of a theme.
Resources for each explore are
also provided and a real focus
has been placed on ensuring
that the content of the resources
provide scaffold and support to
both teachers and pupils.
Another feature of the curriculum
is the ‘Explore with your family’
aspect of each theme. These
are a series of activities that
encourage pupils’ curiosity and
creativity. They are intended to
extend learning beyond school
and engage pupils and families
in the context and content of the
key thematic learning.
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Amazing Islands

Welcome to the home page. Here you’ll find links
to support and learning materials, including the
Curriculum overview.

Each theme has a driving question, this is
intended to frame learning and provide a
bigger picture view for the learning.

4

Curriculum
overview
The Curriculum overview includes
an introduction to the eduu.school
primary curriculum, curriculum
map, teacher’s notes for the
theme, pedagogical guidance on
hybrid learning, videos about using
Microsoft Teams, Google and Loom
to deliver online lessons and more!

An introduction to eduu.school for primary schools
Contents
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is eduu.school?
Who are the creators of eduu.school?
What content is available for primary schools now?
What does a primary theme include?
How is hybrid teaching and learning of the content supported?

1. What is eduu.school?
eduu.school is an online platform which provides a fully scoped and sequenced thematic primary curriculum for Key Stages 1 and 2, and curated content to
support the wider curriculum, including a focus on wellbeing and pastoral support. It is available to both teacher and pupils, providing different lenses on
and access to the content and will include, starting from launch in Spring 2021:
•
•
•
•

A complete curriculum programme for English and the Foundation Subjects, with:
• half termly thematic units covering the creative and humanities subjects
• half termly English, computing and science units complementing and linked to the thematic units
Lessons and support for wellbeing, character education and the wider curriculum
Support for transition from Year 6 to 7
CPD videos and webinars to support delivery of the curriculum and hybrid learning.

eduu.school also has a separate curriculum for Key Stages 3 and 4.
2. Who are the creators of eduu.school?
eduu.school is a collaboration between Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust, Hodder Education Group, What on Earth Publishing and GLUU, delivering a
flexible online learning experience for pupils, parents and teachers. Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust brings curriculum design, assessment management
and online learning (including active home learning) supported with content and platform services from the Hodder Education Group and additional
content including Family Learning from What on Earth Publishing, connected by GLUU, who shape Edtech best practice into a solution that can be
evidenced and shared.
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Excite

A suggested
excite activity to
introduce and
engage pupils
with the theme.
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Explore
There are 16 explores for Amazing Islands.
Explores are a series of lessons or sessions that easily fit
in with your existing learning timetable and can be taught
across the half term. Each explore includes teacher notes
with detailed support to teach the session as well as teaching
slides and additional pupil resources. A real focus has been
placed on ensuring that the content provides scaffold and
support to both teachers and pupils.

Explore 1

Island formation

Explore title
Objective (WALT)
Essential skills

Island formation
ical features of islands.
Use atlases and globes to describe geograph
Geography
and
mputer mapping to locate countries
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/co
describe their geographical features.

Outcome

islands
‘Top trumps’-style game with facts about

Key vocabulary

volcano
archipelago, continent, erosion, island,

Key questions

Teaching the
Explore

1.
2.
3.
4.

What is an island?
What is an archipelago?
How are islands formed?
What are some fascinating island facts?

so that they
have about islands on post-it notes
Ask pupils to write any questions they
to
Ensure that pupils have opportunities
can be answered throughout the theme.
.
explore and answer these questions
What is an island?
y.
is and make a list of related vocabular
Pupils discuss what they think an island
unique in
surrounded by water. Each island is
Explain that an island is a body of land
from
small, and some are vast! They are made
terms of its size and shape: some are
already
coral. Find out which islands the pupils
different things, such as sand, rock and
know about.
islands?
any
of
names
the
know
they
Do
1.
2. Can they find them on a world map?
3. Which countries are they near?
4. Have they visited any of the islands?
definitions.
that they have come up with and their
Go through some of the vocabulary
aware of
Fossils science topic. Pupils should be
Make explicit links to Year 3 Rocks and
Blues theme (formation of coral).
Ocean
3
Year
to
Links
rock.
and
sand
of
properties
spot
can
they
pupils to refer to. Ask whether
Have a world map displayed ready for
it. They could use post-it notes for this.
the island on the map and pinpoint
What is an archipelago?
such as
or chain of islands. Give them examples
Explain that an archipelago is a group
The Canary Islands. Ask:
The Galápagos Islands, The Bahamas,
gos before?
• Have they heard of these archipela
on their worksheets?
• Can they find them on the map
within each of the archipelagos?
• Can they name five of the islands
the archipelagos are near?
• Can they name any countries that
go.)
to home? (The British Isles is an archipela
• Can they think of archipelago nearer

Amazing Islands © Shireland Collegiate

Academy Trust
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Excel

There are plenty
of opportunities
for formative
assessment
throughout, and
some of the pupil
outcomes are
highlighted in the
excel feature for
this purpose. There
is also an end of
unit self-marking
quiz to check
understanding
of the essential
knowledge of the
theme.
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Large, easy-to-read font, simple
navigation and a variety of questions.

People, Place and Time

The People, Place and
Time feature provides
opportunities for pupils
to contextualise their
learning through the
significant people, places
and events around each
theme. These can also
be used to develop a
depth of learning and
encourage pupils to see
the interrelationships
between themes.

CHARLES DARWIN
Charles Robert Darwin, (born 12th
February,
1809, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, Englan
d—
died 19th April, 1882, Downe, Kent),
was an
English naturalist whose scientific
theory
of evolution by natural selection becam
e
the foundation of modern biology
. An
affable country gentleman, Darwin
shocked
religious Victorian society by sugges
ting
that animals and humans shared a
common
ancestry. However, his non-religious
biology
appealed to the rising class of profess
ional
scientists, and by the time of his death
his
evolutionary theory had spread throug
h all
of science, literature, and politics.
Darwin
was accorded the ultimate British
accolade
of burial in Westminster Abbey, London
.

FAMOUS FOR
Publishing On the Origins of Species
by
Natural Slection (1859), one of the
most

FIND OUT MORE
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Knowledge bank

Knowledge bank
gives a ready-made
knowledge organiser
for the theme that
pupils can refer to,
or that teachers can
use throughout the
theme as a tool to
check knowledge
and understanding.
It includes the
essential knowledge
and vocabulary
related to the theme.
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Cultural awareness

Cultural awareness gives
suggestions of key artists,
poets, pieces of music related
to the theme. In providing
a broad and balanced
curriculum it is important that
pupils are given the cultural
capital needed to flourish in
the world outside. To be able
to leave school knowing key
artists, poets, pieces of music
and art will allow learners to
access the curriculum in its
widest sense and beyond,
growing an appreciation for
cultural wealth.
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Explore with your family
For each theme there are
six activities (one per week)
for pupils to ‘Explore with
your family’. They are
intended encourage pupils’
curiosity and creativity and
to extend learning beyond
school, engaging pupils
and families in the context
and content of the key
thematic learning.

DESERT ISLAND DISCS
on a desert island with no
Life as a castaway can be lonely. Stuck
rts, boredom is bound to bite
company, luxuries or home comfo
ite music with you to pass the
quickly. If only you had your favour
endless days and nights…

QUICK QUIZ
Ed Sheeran

12

Daniel Radcliffe
Kylie Minogue

Scan or

this
click

Island Discs
Running since 1942, the BBC’s Desert
as fish and chips
radio show is an institution as British
guest imagines
on a rainy day. Each week, a famous
island and chooses
themselves cast away on a desert
Nowadays, you
eight special ‘discs’ to take with them.
online streaming
via
music
to
listen
to
likely
are more
vinyl
select
would
services, but guests in the past
records or CDs.

Do you recognise
this celebrity?

Match the celebrity to their
Desert Island Discs luxury item:

A games console
Family photo album
A large pot of
French mustard
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