Blitz
Recommended year group: Year 6		

Theme focus: History

Suggested term: Spring

Theme introduction:

Blitz is a history-focused theme on World War II. In this theme, pupils will learn about the causes that led up to the war and the chronology of the main events of
World War II. They will then explore the impacts of World War II in more detail as they learn about a series of topics, including rationing, evacuation,
propaganda, the home front and the Blitz. They will also complete some Blitz-inspired artwork and design their own World War II celebration cake in design and
technology.

Driving question:
How did the British people show resilience in
wartime Britain?

Linked reading texts:
Goodnight Mr Tom (Michelle Magorian)
The Arrival (Shaun Tan)
The Diary of a Young Girl (Anne Frank)

Writing outcomes:
Recounts: Letter writing / diary entries
Story with a historical setting

Suggested read into writing unit:
None

Suggested switched on science unit:
Year 6: Healthy bodies

Curriculum coverage
Art – Colour
History – Chronology, historical enquiry and sources, cause and consequences

Suggested switched on computing unit:
We are toy makers

Design and technology – Design criteria, make: food preparation and cooking

Blitz

Excite:

Evacuee experience!
Children to dress in role as 1930s children. Line up
on the playground and be picked by a host family.
Receive a secret envelope that contains details of
their new home and their host family. Explore feelings
in role.
Alternatively, suitcase to appear in class full of
mystery items linked to World War II.

Theme essential vocabulary:

air raid, Allied powers, Chancellor, conflicting
emotions, evacuation, Holocaust, invade, occupy,
propaganda, rationing, surrender, wireless.

Explore:

Explore 1: Breaking news: world at war
Explore 2: World War II timeline
Explore 3: The Blitz
Explore 4: Cities ablaze artwork
Explore 5: Surviving the Blitz
Explore 6: Home life
Explore 7: How to cope in a food crisis

Explore 8: Rationing recipes
Explore 9: Propaganda
Explore 10: The home front
Explore 11: Evacuee
Explore 12: Anne Frank and human rights
Explore 13: War is over!

Theme essential knowledge/concepts:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

World War II started in September 1939 and finished in 1945.
Neville Chamberlain declared war on Germany in 1939.
Winston Churchill became prime minister after Neville Chamberlain in 1940.
The main countries involved in World War II were Germany, Italy, Japan, France, the USSR, the USA, Poland,
China and Great Britain.
The Blitz on UK cities such as London by the Germans took place between September 1940 and May 1941.
Sources such as propaganda posters have different purposes and may be biased.
The war effort was supported by the British at home with initiatives such as 'make do and mend’ and
‘dig for victory’.
Rationing was when each household only had a certain amount of food, clothes and fuel, as nothing could be
imported into Britain. It was introduced in 1940.
Anne Frank was born in 1929 and died in Bergen-Belson concentration camp in 1945.
The word ‘holocaust’ means to kill on a large scale.
During World War II, millions of children were evacuated from the city to the countryside where it was safe
from bombing during air raids.
Germany surrendered on 8th May 1945. This is now known as VE Day (Victory in Europe Day).

Blitz
Excel:

The key assessment outcomes of this unit are:
• Explore 2: Timeline to order the main events of
World War II in chronological order
• Explore 4: Pastel and paper silhouette artwork
inspired by the Blitz
• Explore 5: Double-page spread to explain how
Britain responded to the Blitz attacks
• Explore 10: Pamphlet to explain the efforts at
home on the home front
• Explore 11: Pupils write a diary entry and letter in
role as an evacuee

Exhibit:
•

•

Pupils work together to open a World War II living
museum. They use their research throughout the
theme to present information at the museum and
appear in role as characters from the 1940s to
share information and answer questions.
Invite parents and other year groups from the
school to visit the museum.

Flipped learning opportunities:
1. Conduct research to find out more about the key events of World War II.
2. Research Adolf Hitler and his significance to World War II.

Possible wider experiences:

•
•

Visit a local museum or attraction to find out
more about World War II.
Explore and handle artefacts from World War II.

Family learning opportunity:
Make a 3D model of an Anderson Shelter or 1940s room.
Research how the locality was impacted by World War II and any famous war
heroes locally.

Cultural awareness
Key piece of music:
We’ll Meet Again by Vera Lynn

Key piece of art:
The Blitz by L S Lowry

Key poem:
The Evacuee by Shirley Tomlinson

Explore 11

Evacuee

Explore title

Evacuee

Objective (WALT)

Research a historical period and carefully select and organise information.

Essential skills

History
Investigate complex historical periods, presenting conclusions through thoughtful
selection and organisation of historical information.

Outcome

Diary entry in role as an evacuee

Key vocabulary

billeting officer, evacuation, urban, voluntary

Key questions

•
•

Teaching the
Explore

Can you remember?
Pupils came across evacuees earlier in this theme. What can they remember? Ask them
the questions from the slide. The photo in the slide may help them to remember. Answers
are given on the following slide.
1.
2.

What was evacuation?
How would it have felt to be evacuated?

Can pupils remember what evacuation is?
Why were children evacuated during World War II?

Encouraging evacuation
Explain that evacuation was in fact voluntary and parents did have a choice about whether
or not to evacuate their children to the countryside. However, many parents were
persuaded to evacuate their children due to the fear of bombing, the closure of many
urban schools and the organised transportation of school groups. When the children
arrived in the countryside, a billeting officer would find them a host family.
Ask pupils whether they can think of any techniques the government may have used to
persuade parents to evacuate their children. Remind them that this was before the
Internet was invented and before television was widespread. If pupils do not mention
posters, then inform them that posters were a key tool of government information in the
war.
From the slides, present the range of posters and propaganda materials relating to
evacuation used during the war. Pupils should recognise that propaganda was used for the
purpose of evacuation from the previous Explores.
Challenge pupils to answer the questions in the slides. They should take notes as they
study these posters, to refer to later in the Explore.
1. What messages do these posters give?
2. How successful were they in persuading parents to evacuate their children?
3. What persuasive techniques did they employ?
Pupils may see the subtle difference in tone between the encouraging posters on the first
slide and the more ominous posters on the second. They will look more at the techniques
used in creating these posters next.

Blitz © 2021 Shireland Collegiate Academy Trust

Explore 11

Evacuee

Persuasive techniques
Ask pupils to share their ideas. What persuasive techniques did they find? The Ministry of
Information produced a range of posters that were used to try to influence public opinion.
To do so, they used a range of persuasive techniques:
• Slogans: e.g. ‘Leave this to us’
• Powerful/forceful words: ‘Don’t do it mother’
• Appeals to feelings and emotions, especially fear: ‘Give them a chance’; ‘Mothers –
Send them out of London’
• Encouraging women to do their part for the war effort: ‘Caring for evacuees is a
national service’
• Evoking feelings of guilt: Images of children
Discuss these techniques with the class. Which of these techniques can they see in each of
the posters studied? Which do they think they would have found most persuasive if they
were parents during the war? Why?
Positive press
Explain that as well as posters to encourage parents to evacuate their children, there were
also newspaper advertisements and news broadcasts that reported on evacuation.
From the slides, pupils can read the account from BBC History of the Daily Mirror’s
reporting on the first evacuations and watch the videos about evacuation from Pathe
News and the BBC.
Daily Mirror link:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/britain_wwtwo/evacuees_01.shtml
Pathe News link: https://youtu.be/ZPs8hbksOg8
BBC link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clipsnews-report-on-evacuation/z74q8xs
Pupils should make notes on the following questions as they look at the sources, for
reference later in the Explore.
1.
2.
3.

Why might this type of reporting encourage other parents to evacuate their children?
How well was the evacuation organised? Why do you think the news wanted to report
this?
Look at the photos of the children who were being evacuated featured in these slides.
How do you think they were feeling?

Discuss pupils’ ideas and interpretations of the sources.
What did evacuees take with them?
Brainstorm with pupils as shown in the slide:
1. What items do they think an evacuee would have taken with them when they went to
the countryside?
2. What would they have needed?
3. What would they have wanted?
From the slide, read through the list of items that a local education committee
recommended that parents sent with their children when evacuating.
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Explore 11

Evacuee

Some children who were evacuated from the cities were very poor and had been living in
poverty. Some did not even have the few belongings that they were told to bring with
them and some had never even left the city before.
Was the list what pupils expected? Ask the pupils to answer the questions on the slide.
1.
2.
3.

How do pupils think the list of items being suggested made the evacuees feel?
How do pupils think they would have felt when they saw farm animals and
rolling fields?
What else would pupils want to take if they were evacuated?

How would an evacuee have felt?
Watch the video in the slide to hear the experiences of Betty, who lived in Cardiff during
the war and was evacuated to Aberdare. With her family friend, Anesha, she retraces the
journey and describes what it was like to leave home and live with a different family as
an evacuee.
Link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01043x5
How do the experiences recalled by Betty and Anesha compare with the ideas the pupils
came up with themselves in the previous task? Pupils should take notes to refer to in the
main task.
Main task
For their main task, pupils will be researching what it might have felt like to have been
evacuated in World War II. They will use a fictional source, by way of a video clip, as well
as real-life accounts of what it was like. Using these, pupils then write a diary entry in role
as an evacuee. They should refer back to notes made throughout this Explore.
The diary entry should include:
1.
2.
3.

A description of what happened when they were evacuated from their family.
A description of the journey to the countryside and their arrival at their
new home.
Vivid descriptions of their feelings at different points.

Watch from 5:58 to 11:00 minutes from the film version of Goodnight Mr Tom.
Ask pupils how they would feel if they were an evacuee. They should make notes on their
feelings as they watch the film extract:
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmaREeehZNk&feature=emb_logo
Pupils can listen to an interview with evacuated children in the slide. Ask pupils why they
think these children were chosen to be interviewed. Again, they should make notes.
Link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-world-war-2-clipsinterviews-with-evacuated-children/zdcjkmn
Finally, pupils can read the evacuee’s account in the handout. This is a transcript of a letter
written by Ellen Howard, aged 13, an evacuee from Birkenhead.
Now that pupils have read and watched all of these accounts, they should consider the
points in the slide as they write their diaries.
• Do the sources agree?
• Think about the perspectives of each of the sources.
• From what perspective will pupils write from?
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Explore 11

Evacuee

Assess, reflect,
connect

Hold a class debate to answer the question: Was evacuation a positive or a
negative experience?
The class should weigh up which aspects were positive and which were negative, and give
reasons for their opinions.

Related
resources

•
•
•

Explore 11 Evacuee_teaching slides
Explore 11 Evacuee_Evacuee account
Blitz_Knowledge bank
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Evacuee
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Evacuee

COMING SOON
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Explore 11 Evacuee

Evacuee account
This is a letter written by Ellen Howard, aged 13, an evacuee from Birkenhead.
MY IMPRESSIONS OF LIFE IN THE COUNTRY

Life in the country impresses me as being very peaceful. One can sit in a field under a shady
tree in complete quietness except for the singing of the birds and the rustle of the swaying
boughs overhead. In the country there is not the smoky atmosphere of the city and it is

much pleasanter to walk in fields with cows mooing and grazing on each side, than to walk

along a grey dirty looking street, with litter thrown about the ground, and smoky houses for
surroundings. It is lovely to wake up in the morning to feel the cool keen fresh air on one’s
face. In the autumn it is such fun to gather in the harvests and it is interesting to see the

trees changing into their autumn dresses. There are not many heavy motor vehicles and

speeding motor cars in the country and one can walk freely along the country roads without
any cars hooting behind. The countryside population is very scattered but the people work
very hard in order to produce vegetables, fruit and all kinds of other foodstuffs which they
take to town and sell on market days.
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RED CROSS HEROES
When World War Two broke out in 1939, the British Red Cross
were ready for action. Thousands of volunteers worked
tirelessly to care for the sick and wounded, prisoners of war,
and families needing relief.

Risking Life and Limb

The Red Cross were also there for wounded and imprisoned
soldiers overseas. Volunteers ran a search service in foreign
hospitals to track down missing men, and regular food and
activity parcels were sent to prisoners of war. They even
posted a new pair of false legs to RAF pilot Douglas Bader!

Scan or

click this

The protective symbol of the Red Cross
has brought comfort to people in crisis
worldwide for the past 150 years. When
the outbreak of World War Two plunged
Britain into its ‘darkest hour’, the charity
quickly joined forces with volunteers
from the Order of St John to carry
out lifesaving services at home
and abroad. They ran ambulances,
carried stretchers, set up emergency
rest centres and even rescued people
from buildings that had been bombed in
the Blitz. British Red Cross ambulances carried over 1 million
casualties during the war years – roughly the same number
as the population of Birmingham today.

Find out what was in a Prisoner
of War (PoW) food parcel here!

Fantastic First Aid
First aid training was a vital part of the war
effort. The British Red Cross put together first
aid kits, published instruction manuals and
trained thousands of people to act quickly and
effectively in a medical emergency. With bombs
raining down on cities across Britain, knowing
basic first aid was a matter of life and death.

Over 80 years on, the British Red Cross still
train everyday people to give first aid. Have you
ever needed a plaster or sling, had a nosebleed,
or burned yourself on something hot? The
person who helped you immediately afterwards
probably knew basic first aid – and now you
can, too!
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Celebrity Spotlight:

JB Gill

After finding fame with boyband JLS, singer JB Gill now runs a
farm in Kent. He is also a British Red Cross ambassador, visiting
some of the poorest regions in the world to raise awareness
of the effects of climate change. JB, we salute you!

YOUR QUEST
We use the recovery position
when somebody is unconscious
but still breathing. It helps to
clear their airway and makes
them feel more comfortable.
To get practising, ask a family
member to lie down on the
floor on their back.

Why Not…
Draw or write your own memory
jogger to remember when and
how to place someone in the
recovery position.
Practise until you feel confident
enough to teach a friend or
family member.
Find out what was inside a World
War Two first aid tin. Are the
items similar to what you would
find in a first aid kit today?

Kneel on the floor by their side. Place the
arm nearest you at a right angle to their
body with their hand upwards, towards
their head.
Tuck their other hand under the side of
their head, so that the back of their hand
is touching their cheek.
Bend the knee farthest from you to a right
angle, keeping the foot flat on the floor.
Carefully roll the person onto their side
by pulling on the bent knee. The top arm
should be supporting the head and the
bottom arm will stop you rolling them
too far.
Gently tilt their head back and lift their
chin. This will help to open their airway
in an emergency.

click this

Scan or

Practise the simple lifesaving
skill of putting somebody in
the recovery position.

Watch the NHS video here!
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wise up words:
Airway

The passage that carries air
from your nose or mouth into
your lungs to breathe

Ambassador

An important person
who represents their own
country when travelling to a
different country

Casualty

A person who is hurt or killed
in a war

Prisoners of war

(PoW) Soldiers who have
been captured by their enemy
during a war and kept in prison

Ultimate Influencers:

Lady Angela
Limerick

Lady Angela Limerick always rose to the challenge.
She joined the Red Cross as a teenager during the
World War One, falsifying her age so she could be
sent as a nurse to France. By the time World War
Two started, Lady Limerick had risen through the
ranks to become President of the London branch.
She led the Red Cross response to the Blitz and
travelled to battlefronts
in Europe, North
Africa, the Middle
East and America.
Her remarkable
actions saved
countless lives.

Unconscious

Not awake and not responding

Fun Fact:
Nowadays, the British Red Cross
has a four-legged volunteer – a
dog called George! The Alsatian
is specially trained to help people
on the Shetland Islands who are
feeling lonely or sad. Therapy
dogs like George often volunteer
in nursing homes, schools
or hospitals.

Scan or

click this

Just For
Laughs:

Why did
the cat go
to medical
school?

To become a
first aid kit!

make a difference

Feeling inspired? Become a ‘First Aid Champion’ with the British Red
Cross online! Alongside first aid, you will learn all about kindness,
staying calm and how to keep yourself safe.
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