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Chapter 5
Listening

Introduction
Listening is worth 25% of your final mark. It will take the form of a 
monologue or presentation, followed by a dialogue, in which one person 
is asked and answers questions on a topic. You will be asked questions 
about the interviewee’s answers. The assessments will follow the same 
format as at National 5, but will be at a higher level of difficulty. However, 
for the National 5 exam, you hear the dialogue three times, and for the 
Higher exam just twice. The monologue will last up to two minutes, there 
will be a minute’s gap, then you will hear it again. There will be a gap of 
two minutes, to allow you to complete the questions, then you will have 
a minute to study the next set of questions. The conversation will last two 
to three minutes, then you will hear it again after a further minute.

★ Concentrate on key information.
★ Read the questions carefully.
★ Use the questions to guide your answers.
★ Answer quickly and concisely.
★ Don’t panic!
★ Practise as much as you can.
★ Use the tapescripts to link what you hear with what you see.

What you should be able to do 

Remember
☞ Practice is key to doing well in the listening. 
☞ Listen to music and watch films/television programmes  

in French. 
☞ Tackling a listening you have already done a few months 

later is a real support to your listening skills.

When practising for or actually doing the assessment, make sure that the first 
time through you simply listen, and are not tempted to jot down notes, as 
that may make you miss important information that is following. Just listen 
and make mental notes as to where you have to concentrate particularly hard 
the next time. If you can get into this habit, it will help you do the same in the 
final exam. Many people feel they will have forgotten the answers by the time 
they come to write them down, but trust your own memory!
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How can you get better at listening? The answer is practice. Try using any 
listening material you can get hold of, such as Scholar Higher listenings. 
Watch video clips online in French, to hear French spoken. Watch films in 
French, with the subtitles showing in French, to help you follow what is 
going on. When you have done a listening assessment or task, listen to it 
again, but with the script in front of you, to help you associate the heard 
word with the written one.

The topic of the listening will be drawn from the contexts you have 
studied over the course of the year. The list below shows all the topic 
areas that make up a possible Higher Course. However, do not worry if 
you think you have not covered everything here, as the listening will not 
be based on an area that many people will not have covered in depth.

✓ When you are told to open your paper, do so and read the information at the 
start, which sets the scene.

✓ Draw a line towards the left of the page, and put your notes in this left 
margin when it is time (you should transfer your final answers to the right 
of the line at the end, and score out your notes with a single line).

✓ Read all the questions carefully, as this will prepare you for what the 
dialogue is about.

✓ Look for question words, such as why and when, in order to know what 
information you are looking for.

✓ Make sure you get the basics such as numbers, times, dates and all 
the vocabulary for places, weather, and so on (you will find these in the 
structures and vocabulary chapter, Chapter 12, to revise from).

✓ Keep your concentration going for the whole time, and do not try to write out 
your final answers before the last playing of the CD or soundfile has finished.

Hints & tips

The skill of note-taking is very important: you are not allowed a dictionary 
for the listening exam, so it makes sense to write your notes in English, but 
sometimes it could be useful to write down a word you are not sure of in 
French, to think about once the recording is no longer being played.

Listen extra carefully for details you are required to give in your answer. 
Just as at National 5, if you are not sure of an answer, do not be afraid 
to guess, as you will get no marks for a blank, but may for an intelligent 
guess. Equally, as at National 5, if the answer asks for two things, just give 
two things! The examiner will only give you marks for two things you 
write down, and so writing more is a waste of time. The only time it might 
make sense to write more will be if you are not sure which bits of what 
you have heard are actually the answer wanted.

So what do you do when you are sitting the exam? What is the best 
way to go about it? Here are some steps to take that should help you 
do your best.

�
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Contexts and topics of Higher
Society

Family and friends
Becoming an adult/new family structure/marriage/partnership/ 
gang culture/bullying/social influences and pressures

Lifestyle Teenage problems, e.g. smoking, drugs, alcohol
Media Impact of the digital age
Global languages Minority languages and their importance/association with culture
Citizenship Global citizenship/democracy/politics/power

Learning
Learning in context

Understanding self as a learner, e.g. learning styles/importance of  
language learning

Education
Advantages/disadvantages of higher or further education, choosing a 
university/college, lifelong learning

Employability
Jobs

Getting a summer job, planning for future jobs/higher education, gap year, 
career path, equality in the workplace

Work and CVs
Preparing for a job interview/importance of language in global contexts, job 
opportunities

Culture Planning a trip Taking a gap year/working abroad (mobility)/travel
Other countries Living in a multicultural society/stereotypes/prejudice and racism
Celebrating a special 
event

Social influences on/importance of traditions, customs and beliefs in  
another country

Literature of another 
country

Literature – analysis and evaluation

Film and television Studying the media of another country
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Chapter 6
Listening questions

Introduction
The monologues and dialogues on the website (www.hoddergibson.co.uk; 
click on ‘Updates and Extras’) are played twice, with a gap of one minute 
in between each reading. Try and stick to this, to give you more practice 
for the real exams. For a monologue, including the two listenings, you 
should complete the task in 10 minutes. For the dialogue, give yourself 20 
minutes for your answers. 

The monologues and dialogues are based on the four contexts of Higher 
French, but each one may well cover more than one topic area.

Monologue 1
Society, problems

  In France, you hear a radio report about young people and drug taking, 
la toxicomanie.

1 How does the speaker describe adolescence? 1

 
2 Why do young people sometimes see taking drugs as positive? 1

 
3 We hear a number of reasons for young people taking up drugs: state any two of them. 2

 

 
4 Which kind of drug user is more common? 1

 
5 What does the speaker say has happened when young people become addicted? Give details. 2

 

 
6 The speaker names some people who might support young people: state any one of them. 1

 

Questions ?

✓ Remember to read the 
questions carefully 
before you start to 
listen to the recording. 

✓ Note how many marks 
there are for each 
question to help guide 
your answers. 

✓ Look carefully at the 
question words to help 
you know what you 
are listening out for.

Hints & tips �
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Chapter 8
Listening transcripts

Monologue 1
Society, problems
In France, you hear a radio report about young people, drug-taking and 
drug addiction, la toxicomanie.

L’adolescence est une période d’expérimentations nouvelles. Ces 
expérimentations encouragent des jeunes à prendre des risques. Pour 
certains jeunes il y a l’attraction négative. C’est-à-dire, le risque et 
les conséquences graves qui sont attachés à la consommation de la 
drogue. Pour d’autres jeunes c’est l’attraction aux choses interdites.

Deux causes principales expliquent en partie la consommation de 
drogue par l’adolescent : le sentiment d’abandon après le divorce des 
parents ; la difficulté de trouver un sens à la vie en général. Vouloir 
s’intégrer à un groupe, réduire les tensions, sont également pourquoi 
l’adolescent commence à se droguer. 

Il faut distinguer entre les jeunes qui se droguent de temps en temps 
et ceux qui se droguent régulièrement. Le premier est le plus fréquent 
et donc ne doit pas trop inquiéter. Ils le font tout simplement pour 
montrer qu’ils sont indépendants et peuvent faire ce qu’ils veulent. Ils 
veulent qu’on les traite comme des adultes.

Par contre ceux qui se droguent régulièrement ne sont plus des rebelles, 
mais ils sont devenus des toxicomanes. Ce type d’adolescent perd le 
contact avec son milieu familial et fréquente souvent des milieux où la 
consommation de drogue est importante. Pour ces jeunes il faut l’aide 
des psychiatres et des psychologues qui sont des spécialistes dans le 
monde de la prévention et de la médicalisation de la drogue.

✓ Once you have 
completed a listening 
and used the marking 
scheme to mark it, 
listen to it again with 
the transcript in front 
of you. This will help 
you to develop an ear 
for French.

✓ Use the transcripts as 
a source for material 
to use in your own 
writing and talking.

Hints & tips �
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