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AQA GCSE Science (9-1) 2016 – FAQs 
 

Getting started 
 

When do you need to start teaching the new GCSE Science specifications? 
The new GCSE qualifications for Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Combined Science will officially be 
taught from September 2016 onwards (first assessment in 2018). 

 
Schools that plan to start teaching in Year 9 may wish to use the latest draft specifications to begin 
preparing for GCSE earlier. 

 
The latest draft specifications are available from the AQA website here: 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/new-science-gcse-specifications 

 
We have put together a selection of support resources for those schools intending to start teaching 
before September 2016. Click here 

 
 
 

Are the specifications accredited by Ofqual yet? 
 

No. Draft versions from each awarding body have been submitted to Ofqual and have been revised 
based on their feedback. At the time of writing, this process was still on-going. 

 
You can view an up-to-date timeline for spec accreditation on the gov.uk website here: 

 
http://bit.ly/1STKQtp 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/new-science-gcse-specifications
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Online/GCSE/Evaluation/Pack
http://bit.ly/1STKQtp
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New qualifications 
 

What are the key differences? 
GCSEs are being changed to ensure that the qualifications are more rigorous and equip students for 
further study. The key subject changes to science are: 

 
• The level of detail and scientific knowledge required has increased significantly. 
• There are clearer mathematical requirements for each topic. 
• New content has been added, including the study of the human genome, gene technology, 

life cycle analysis, nanoparticles and space physics (some of which only affect the separate 
sciences, rather than Combined Science). 

• All new specifications will be linear. Courses will be assessed with end-of-course 
examinations. 

 
What does the new content cover? 
In June 2015, the Department for Education published the revised content requirements for the 
GCSE Sciences. 

 
You can view the subject content for Biology, Chemistry and Physics here:  http://bit.ly/1T6FrQ4 

 
You can view the subject content for Combined Science here:  http://bit.ly/1WIAMlg 

 
What is AQA Combined Science Trilogy? 
This specification is a content-led approach and was formerly known as ‘Combined Science: 
Coordinated’. It’s similar to the current Core and Additional Science GCSEs. It’s a double award, so 
equivalent to two GCSEs. This is the specification that shares subject content and practicals with the 
separate sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It includes 21 ‘AQA Required’ practicals, and 6 
written exam papers (tbc - subject to change by Ofqual accreditation). 
Hodder Education is publishing for this specification. Click here. 

 
What is AQA Combined Science Synergy? 
This specification is a context-led approach and was formerly known as ‘Combined Science: Big 
Ideas’. It contains topics such as ‘Interactions with the environment’ and ‘Explaining change’, which 
teach theories across the sciences, rather than dividing them distinctly into Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. It’s a double award, so equivalent to two GCSEs. It includes 21 ‘AQA Required’ practicals, 
and 4 written exam papers (tbc – subject to change by Ofqual accreditation). 
Hodder Education is not publishing for this specification. 

 
What has happened to GCSE Science (Single award)? 
Qualifications for GCSE Science (Single award) will no longer be offered in England and Wales. All 
students will be required to sit at least GCSE Science (Double Award) or an appropriate alternative 
such as AQA Entry Level Certificate in Science. Click here. 

http://bit.ly/1T6FrQ4
http://bit.ly/1WIAMlg
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/SearchResults?text=9781471851353%209781471851360%209781471883286%209781471851407%209781471852657
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/EntryLevelScience/AQA
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Changes to assessment 
 

What are the changes to assessment? 
The new GCSE courses are to be fully linear with more synoptic assessment. 

Candidates may be entered for either Foundation or Higher-tier. 

Students in England are no longer able to sit exams in January. Students are only able to sit exams in 
the summer series. 

 
How will practical work be assessed? 
Controlled Assessment no longer exists, but students will still be required to carry out practical work 
as part of their GCSE studies. 

 
Students will be assessed on compulsory practical work set by the awarding body and given a 
‘pass/fail’ rating for their work, but this won’t form part of their final GCSE grade. Each awarding 
body will set out their required practical activities and students will need to complete these to 
demonstrate they have developed the key skills needed for GCSE study. 

 
In addition, questions in the written exam papers will assess the knowledge and skills gained through 
this specified practical work. These questions will count for at least 15% of the overall marks for the 
qualification. 

 
How many ‘AQA Required’ practicals will there be and how will they be monitored? 
The number of ‘AQA Required’ practicals per subject (as per the current draft specifications and 
subject to change) is listed below: 

 
• 10 Biology (3 of which are for Biology students only and don’t feature in the Combined 

Science specification) 
• 8 Chemistry (1 is Chemistry only) 
• 10 Physics (2 are Physics only) 
• 21 Combined Science Trilogy (7 per science) 

 
Visit the AQA website to find out more about Practical monitoring visits: 
http://bit.ly/20UVS0S 

 
What does the new grading system look like? 
The new GCSEs will be graded 1-9, allowing for greater differentiation between students than in the 
current system (particularly at the top end). 

 
• Grade 9 will be the highest, decreasing down to Grade 1 at the bottom. 
• There will still be a Grade U for students who fall below that level. 
• Grade 4 is going to be set at the level of a current Grade C. 
• Grade 7 is going to be set at the level of the current Grade A. 

 

 
 

More information can be found here:  http://bit.ly/1PZFuJm 
 

and on the AQA website:  http://bit.ly/1kjqJq4 

http://bit.ly/20UVS0S
http://bit.ly/1PZFuJm
http://bit.ly/1kjqJq4
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Will there be multiple choice questions in the AQA GCSE examinations? 
Yes, the new AQA sample assessment materials do include multiple choice questions. You can find 
draft specimen papers and mark schemes in the ‘Assessment resources’ section on the AQA website. 

 
If you have a question to add to our FAQs list, please email the Science team at 
science@hodder.co.uk 

 
 
 

How will we support you and your students?  
 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Combined 
Trilogy Student Books 

√ Selected for the AQA Approval Process 
 

√ Lots of  questions 
- Test Yourself Questions 
- Scaffolded and differentiated questions 
- Show You Can challenges 
- Chapter review questions 
- Synoptic practice questions 

 
√ Mathematical Skills 
- Exam-style questions and worked 

examples throughout 
 

√ Practical skills 
- Provides support for all required 

practicals along with extra tasks for 
broader learning 

 
√ 5 year progression 
- Offers seamless five year progression 

when used in conjunction with KS3 
Science Progress 

Teacher Support Guide √ Guidance and support 
- Specific sections on engaging with 

numeracy and literacy 
- Guidance on the changes to practical 

assessment 
- Support for non-specialist teachers 

 
√ Planning 
- Simple lesson plans for each topic 
- Complete guide to Dynamic Learning 

resources – for easy lesson preparations 
My Revision Notes 
Revision and Question Practice 

√ Exam technique 
- Plenty of sample graded student 

answers, exam-style questions and 
practical questions to meet the demands 
of the new specifications 

 
√ Reinforce and consolidate understanding 
- With end-of-topic questions and answers 

mailto:science@hodder.co.uk
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Science#%26pid%3D3%26c%3D8%26se%3D1156%26limit%3Dtrue%26type%3D3
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Science#%26pid%3D3%26c%3D8%26se%3D1156%26limit%3Dtrue%26type%3D3
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product?Product=9781471851186
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Science#%26pid%3D3%26c%3D8%26se%3D1003%26limit%3Dtrue%26type%3D3
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Science#%26pid%3D3%26c%3D8%26se%3D1003%26limit%3Dtrue%26type%3D3
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Teaching and Learning Resources √ Introduce new topics and difficult 
concepts 

- With 43 topic overview animations and 
30 required practical videos 

 
√ Assesses understanding 
- With 120 quick quizzes, 30 activity 

worksheets and 24 skills tutorials 
√ Planning 
- Exemplar two- and three-year Schemes 

of Work 
-  30 required practical student 

worksheets and technician notes 
- 120 lesson starters. 

CPD training √ Training and support for the new GCSE 
specifications 

- Explore the key areas of change and 
receive essential advice on how you can 
be more confident delivering the new 
content. 

 
PLUS: Free Support 

 
You can download an online Evaluation Pack from our website: 
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/aqa   

 
 
 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
Entry Level Certificate 
Inspire students to progress with this fresh and contemporary take on Science 
 
To view resources, request inspection copies and trial our digital resources visit 
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/EntryLevelScience/AQA 

http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product?Product=9781471851193
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/events#%26pid%3D5%26s%3D210%26l%3D151%26limit%3Dtrue%26type%3D1
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/aqa
http://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/EntryLevelScience/AQA

